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Acknowled~;nnent & Research 

Mr. Ronald Van Dunk 
P.O. Box 3 
Hillburn, 1{,e1iol York 10931 

Dear Mr. '~lan Dunk: 

AUG 251992 

The Brancb. Qf Acknowledgment and Research (BAR) is currently 
reviewing 1:he new petition of the Ramapough Mountain Indian Tribe 
of New YOl)e and New Jersey that has been placed on active 
considerat:LlOn. In order to complete this review we will need 
further in.formation or documentation in the following areas. 

1. l-l:any of the photocopies submitted as exhibits in the new 
petitilOl1 are of poor quality and cannot be read. Please 
proviclte readable copies of the pages noted in Attachment A. 

2. Of 1the 2374 members on your tribal rolls, we have 
recebr4ed ancestry charts on fewer than 700. Several of the 
chartH ~,.rhich were submitted are too illegible or too 
incompl~~te to be used. The charts that are missing, 
incoIlllpl~~te or illegible have been identified on your 
membership list (Attachment B). These charts will be 
needed 1:0 complete the genealogical evaluation of the 
Ramapm.1<;Jh Mountain petition. 

3. E:xhibits numbered 1, 4, 5, 9, 10, 12, 17, and 21 
submit:1t,~d as evidence contain very few or no citations. 
PleasE~ provide author, title, page, publisher, and date of 
pUblication for all published materials. citations for any 
unpublished materials should also include the location of 
the rE~p()sitory. 

4. Slx unidentified charts (Attachment C) were included in 
the pcldcage of ancestry charts submitted with the petition. 
These unidentified charts suggest that someone has worked 
the DE~]~ries/DeFreese family back to 1603 and the Van Dunk 
famil~' jlack to 1638. It would be helpful to know who drew 
the sb, charts and what was the source of their information? 
Do you llave any information that might connect the John 
DeFriEu; (born ca 1735) listed on the 1760 muster roll with 
any of 1:.he DeFries on these charts? 
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5. AJ.ls() included with the ancestry charts was an undated 
letter icrom Robert L. deFreese, Tribal Roll #2163 
(Attac:Junent D). This letter claims the DeFries family line 
as giv4~n in David Cohen's "The Ramapo Mountain People" is 
incorn~(::t. The six unidentified charts cited in item 4 
appeal' 1:0 be identical to Cohen's family charts on the 
DeFrie!s for the first five qenerations. Which ancestry is 
correc',1:'i' 

6. ThE! relationship between the ancestry charts submitted 
wi th thE! petition and the Indian John DeFries listed on the 
1760 ]Duster roll is unclear. Please explain the connection. 

It would bl~ useful to us to talk to the person who prepared the 
Ramapough 11C1untain membership list and organized the ancestry 
charts whi(~h were submitted with the petition. , 
Although m(!m.bers of the BAR staff are scheduled to meet with Mr. 
Catalano and Ms. Ghosh on Wednesday of this week. It is 
important f,~r the BAR researchers to meet directly with you and 
other offic:,ers in order to open lines of communication. Please 
contact us Joy writing Bureau of Indian Affairs, Branch of 
Acknowledgn\lent and Research, Mail stop 2611-MIB, 1849 C street 
NW, Washin~:r'i:on DC 20240 or by telephone at (202) 208-3592. We 
look forward ·to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

/..5/ full,! ~L<ord 
~\~G 

~C Chief, Branch of Acknowledgment 
and Research 

Enclosures 

cc: Albert ~r., Catalano, Murphy & Demory, Ltd. 
Honorable Matthew J. Rinaldo 
Honora'ble Robert G. Toricelli 
HonorablE~ Frank Pallone, Jr. 
HonorablE! Bernard J. Dwyer 
HonoralolE! Benjamin A. Gilman 
HonorablE! H. James saxton 
Honorable Donald M. Payne 
Honorable: Dean Gallo 

-. 'itt.:,<.'Ii-:~~~ 

cc: __ me~,;: 44 OB 
Hold:CShearer:jd:x3592:08/25/92:cks/rama. ltr/WP51 
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Exhibit 2. 

Exhibit 3. 

Exhibit 8. 

Exhibit II. 

Exhibit 17. 

Exhibit 20. 

Exhibit 22. 

Exhibit 29. 

Exhibit 31. 

Exhibit 33. 

Exhibit 42. 

Exhibit 45. 

Exhibit 49. 

Exhib i t 72. 

Map Exhibit 

ILLEGIBLE DOCUMENTATION FROM THE EXHIBITS 

Second page of exhibit "page 957" 

p 28, Pioneer Settlement to Suburb" The text is readable 
but map is not. Is a better copy of this map available? 

Ramapo Indian Deed 1709 .... 

Page from "Rockland County Historical Register" right margin 
has be,en cut. 

pages headed "Court of Claims"-Of the 27 pages submitted the 
first 26 are not legible. 

Second page (A-4) Entire right side of column IS missing 

Paga from 1870 census 
Page titled "8 - First Census of the United States" 
Pag'? titled "10 - " 
Pagi~s titled "139,140,142,143,144,145,146,147,148 and 149 

H ,? ads ofF ami 1 i e s - N e ~1 Yo r k" 

Secl)nd page of article from "Bergen EVening Journal" is 
partially legible but the names of the settlers can not be 
read 

Third page of the article fro", the "Bergen Evening Journal" 
entltled "The Jacksons" 

One page numbered 387 from the "Ho:l'.emaker" of August 1890. 
Please provide the entire art iclE:. This source is not 
readily available to our researchers. 

"Ber;Ten Evening Record" The bottom of the second page and 
the top of the third page are missing. 

ArLde from the NY Herald Tri bune of May 14, 1861 
"Thl~ Forsaken Jackson Whites". The continuation page 
enLtled "Forgotten Ramapo People ... cont 'd from page one 
"Exhib:lt 47. "Rockland Leader" of July 14, 1960 is 
i llE;qible. 

Pagl;\oIhich begins "Ringwood Life" is lliegible 

Camlllnicants of Brook Chapel, pp36-37 and 120-121. Lists of 
naml:S cannot be read. 

Marl! legible copies of virtually all of the maps in the map 
exh:bit should be provided as well as citations to the books 
frOM which they were photocopied. 
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