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Title 25-Indiana 

CHAPTER I-BUl:EAU OF INDIAN AF­
FAIRS, DEPARTMEtlT O~ THi: INTE­
RIOR 

PART 54-PROC~DUf!ESFOR ESTAB­
USHING THAT AN AMERICAN 
INDIAN GROUP EXISTS AS AlII 
ItlDIAN TRIBE 

rinal Rule 

AUGUST 24. 1978. 
AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
.Intertor Department. 

ACTION: Fina l rule. 

SUJI..1Il.'I.AR.Y: The Bureau of Indian Af­
fairs publishes final regulations which 
provide procedures for acknowledging 
that certain American Indlan tribes 
exist. Various Indian groups through­
out the United Slates have requested 
tbat the Secretary of the Interior offi­
cially acl;nowledge tbem as Indian 
tribes. Previously. the limited number 
of sueh requests permUted an ac­
knowledgment of the group's status on 
a case-by-case basis at the discretion of 
the Secret..vy. The recent increase in 
the number of such requests before 
the Department necessitates the de­
velopment of procedures to enable the 
Department to take a uniform ap­
proach in th c!r evaluation. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 2, 1978. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: · 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Mr. John A. Shopard. Jr., Di.15lon of 
Tribal GO\Ternment ServJce3. Brunch 
of Tribal Rel.tloRS. telephone, 202-
343-4045. prlneip31 Buthor. Mr. John 
A. Sbapard. Jr. 

StJPPLEMENTARY lNFORlI1ATION: 
Various Indlan croups thIouCbout the 
United States hBve reque;;!e<I tlult tbe 
Secretary ot the Interior oUJclnlIy ae­
kno\'11edce them as Indlan tribes. 
Heretofore. the llmlted number ot 
such requests permJtted an a.cknowl­
edgment of the croup's stntus on B 
case-by-eose b:lS1s at tbe dlscretlon of 
the Secretary. The recent Increase in 
the number ot such requests before 
the Department necessitate::> the de­
velopment of procedures to enable the 
Department to take a. uniform Ill>­
proach in their C\TaluCltlolL 

Proposed re(;lllatlons were published 
on June 16. 1977. RevIsed proposed 
regulations were pubUshed on June 1. 
1978 (43 FR 23743). The periOd for 
public comment closed on July 3. 
Throughout this period, from June 16. 
1977, the amount of consultatIon and 
dlseusslon wtth tribes and other 
groups on Federnl nckno \'Jledcment 
has been unprecedented. Since June 
16, 1977, our records show n total of 
400 llleetl.ng:s. dlscusslons, and coover­
satlons about Fcderul nclmm'?lcdsment 
wtth otMr Federal ncenclcs, State GOV­
ernment oCllclals, trlb:l1 repre::;enta· 
tives, petitioners, concr~lonnl still 
members, and lccol rcpresentat{f.'es of 
petitioning croups; 60 written com· 
ments on the inIUal nroposed reGUla­
tions of June 16, 1977; n natloncl con­
ference on Federol ecknowled!:ment 
att"nded by npproxlm:ltely 350 repre­
sentatives of Ind1:!.n tr11;es and orgunl­
zations; and 34 comments on the re­
vised proposed re(;lllatlon:;. publlsbed 
on June I, 1978. 

This Is a project In which tbe Con­
gress. the administration, tbe national 
Indlan OrcnnIzatiOIlS. and m!1llY trlb31 
groups art> cooperotlnl: to find an equl· 
table solutton to a. loncsta.nd.1ns- nod 
very dlfiJcult problcm. 

A10st \of the chanCel made in the 
final regulations trom the revised pro­
Ilosed regulations were for cJn.rUJca· 
tlOD. The one concept which has been 
more stronglY enrphnsized in these 
final reguJatlons Is fOUDd In !;§ 54.8 !lIld 
54.9. In these t't"10 SectiOIlS. pro\1s!on Is 
made for a. wider 3lld more thorouch 
notice of receipt of petition. Provision 
is also made for P3.rtle.s, other than 
the petitioner, to pre.sent evJdence 
supportLng or chDllcoc1nc the c\1dence 
presented in the petition or In the pro­
posed findinGS. 

This inclusion is in re:;ponse to nu­
merous requests lrom the p:ubUc in the 
comments Dn both the Inltlal end the 
revised regulations. Further, It Is 11 
continuation of the polley ef open nnd 
candid communication with all partie:.; 
coneeroed wtth the Federal ncknowl-

-------
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edsment project. We. therefore. have 
Included measure3 ~.·hJch Will keep all 
known concerned pmfes full,. in­
fenned. 

Persons interested in obtainlng in­
formation about n peUUon or com­
ments made in support o[ or in oppo::;: i­
tlOD to a peUUou shoUld so request in 
\,iTfUnG'. The:::e records \'lfll be available 
on the same b2Sls as other records 
wlthln the Bureau. 

A number of other comments 't'iere 
submItted by the pubUc on the revised 
proposed regulations 1"lhfch bear a spe­
clIic response. It IXlust l;Ie cmphasiz-~d 
tlmt the Department Is not attempting 
to rc:;oh'e admlnlstratl1,'ely problems 
vihfch 't':ere not resoll,ied by Congress 
when the IndJan Rt!orcanIzation Act 
was P::LSSed.. 

There will be groups Which wfil not 
meet the standards required by these 
reC\1l.3tloDS. Failure to b e ecknor;l­
eds:ed pursu::mt to the3e regulations 
does not deny ' that the group is 
Indfm. It means tbeze CIIlUPS do Dot 
have the ch.!lracteristlC3 nece=-vary' for 
the Secretary to acblot';led2"e them as 
c.'<islln\: as "" Ind1:!.n tribe :md entitled 
to riChts and Set"'/ICC3 ~ such. 

Groups in A1asl~ nrc entlUed to pe­
tition On the same b3S!s ns G!"OUP3 In 
the lot'ier 4& State.::;. These regulations. 
ho .... :e .. ·er. are not intended to apply to 
crOUp3, \"illaSe3. or assocIations whicb 
are ellcfble to organize under the Alas­
knn Amendment of the Indlan Reorga­
nlz:ltlon Act (25 U.s.C. 473a ) or which 
dld not exist prior to 1936. 

It must again be emphasiz'!d that 
terminated E'IOUpS, bmdl, or tnoss are 
not entitled to ackDo\'i'ledzment under 
thcze regulations. Even thou::h many 
of these ~OUP3 't':'ould ba able to e2Sily 
meet the criteria. the Department 

• cannot e.dmlnlstraUt"ely rc~erse legis­
lation enacted by CODgre:;s. 

It should also be noted that reco;:ni· 
tron by Sbte co\Oernmcot.- oUIcia.I3 or 
lec-tsJatures b not conc1uslt"e evidence 
th3t the croup meets the criteria set 
forth herein. 

The Department recal""ed, Co number 
of comments concerning § 54.9(0. 
Some felt that the Asslstant Secretary 
should be required to notify the peti­
tioner of hb dec.lslon within a speci­
fied time after receipt o( the petition. 
Bec:lus:e at the large b:l.ckJog of peti­
tion:; pre3ently on fUe, the size of the 
staff and other ·research consider­
ations. the time rCQuire.tnent 't':'2.S con­
sidered impractIcaL We ·strongly feel 
the fairest and mo:;t practical ap­
proach Is the one taken in the regula-
tion:;. . 

The Department mlL--t. be as.:.-ured of 
the tribal character ot the petitioner 
before the group is ackno\':lcd~ed.. Al­
thOUGh petfUoners must be Amerfcan 
IndJans, crOUP:i of de-~endants will not 
be acknoo;o:led::;ed solely on a racial 
basis. r.raJ.ntcnance ot tribal rela-
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tlons-a polIlical relationship-is indis­
pensable. 

FlnaHy. the definitions are an inte­
eral part of the regulations and should 
be carefully read as such. 

Thls is a new part 54 to subchapter 
. G of chapter I of Utle 25 of the Code 

o! Federal Regulations, to read as fo1-
-lows: 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

ing body, and has continuously main­
tained tribal relations with the tribe 
.or is listed on the tribal rolls of that 
tribe as a member, if such rolls are 
kept. • . 

<1l "Historically", . "historical" or 
"history" mean:; dat.lng back to the 
earliest documented contact between 
the aboriginal tribe from which the 
petitioners descended and citizens or 

Sec. officials of the Unlted States. colonial 
54..1 Deflnltlons. , or territorial governments, or if rele- . 
54.2 Purpose. vant, citizens nnd officials of foreign 
54.3 Scope. f ! ni 54.4 Who may file. governments r~:)ln wh j::h the U ted 
54:5 Where tu file. States acquired terrItory. 
54.6 Duties ot the Department. (m) "continuously" means extending 
64.7 Form and content of petition. from generation to generation 
54.8 Notice of receipt. of petition. tlrroughout the tribc's history essen-
54.9 Processln!; the petition. . " tially without interruption. 
54.10 Reconsideration and final action. (n) "Indigenous" means native to 
54.11 Implementation of decisions. the continental United States in that 

AUTIIOR!TY: 6 U.S.C. 301; and sections 463 at least part of the tribe's aborIginal 
and 465 of the revised stat.utes 25 U.S.C. 2 range extended into what Is now the 
and 9; and 230 DM 1 and 2; continenlal United States. • 
§ M.I Definition8. (0) "Community" or "specific area" 

means any people living within such a 
ea) "Secretary" means the Secretary reasonable proximity as to allow group 

of the Inter10r or his authorIzed repre- interaction and a maintenance of 
sentative. " tribal relatlons. 

(b) "Assistant SecretaTY" means the ep) "Other party" means any person 
Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs. or or organlzation, other than the' peti­
his authorized reDresentative. Uoner who submits comments or evi­

(c) "Depa.rtment" means the Depart- dence in support of or'in opposition to 
ment of the Interior. " . 

(d) "Bureau" means the Bureau of a petition. . 
Indian Affairs. § 54.2 Purpose. 

(c) "Area Office" means the Buteau The pUl1)ose of this part is to estab-
of Indian Affairs Area Office. 

(I) 'I dl t ib .. Is I d to Ush a departmental procedure and 
. n an r e, a 0 re erre policy for acknowled ... I ......... that certain 

herein as "tribe," means any Indian oU16 
group within the continental United American Indian tribes exlEt. Such ac- -
States that the Secretary of Interior knowledgment of , tribal existence by 
acknowledges to be an Indian tribe. the Department is a prerequisite to 

(g) "IndIan group" or "grOUP" means the. protection, . services, and benefits 
any Indian aggregation , with1zi the from the Federal Government avaUa­
continental United States " that the " ble to Indian trIbes. Such acknowledg­
Secretary of the Interior does not ac-· ment shall also mean ,that the tribe is 
knowledge to be an" Indian tribe. entitled "to the immunities and privi-

(h) "Petitioner" means any entity leges available to other federallY ac­
which has subm1tted..a petition to the knowledged Indian tribes by virtue of 
Secretary reQuestlng acknowledge- their status as Indian tribes as well as 
ment tha.t It is an Indian tribe. the responsibilities and obligations ot 

(1) "Autonomous" means having a such trIbes. Acknowledgment shall 
separate tribal council, internal proc- subject the Indian tribe to the same 
ess, or other organizational mecha- authorIty of Congress and' the United 
nl5m whlch the tribe bas used as its· States to which other federally RC-- .. 
own means of making tribal decisions knowledged tribes are subjected. 
independent of the control of any 
other Indian governing entity. - § 54.3 ~cope. .... 
Autonomous must be understood in (a) This part is intended to cover 
the context of the Indian culture and only those AmerIcan Iridian groups in­
social organiz3.tlon of that tribe. cllgenous to the continental United 

(J) "Member of an Indian grOUP", States wWch are etlulfcally and cuI­
means an individual who is recognized turally identifiable, but which are not 
by an Indian group as meeting its currently_acknowledged as Indian 
m embership criteria and who consents tribes by the D epar.tment. It is Intend­
to being listed as a. member of that cd to apply to groups which can estab­
group. Ush a: substanUauy contInuous tribal 

<k) "Member of an Indi'an trIbe" existence and which have functioned 
means an individual who meets the 'as autonomous ' entitles . throughout 
membership requirements of the tribe history untU the present. 
as set forth in its governing document (b) 'This part docs not apply to 
or Is recognized collectively by those ' IndIan tribes, organized bands, pueblos 
persons comprising the tribal gove-rn- or communIties. which arc alrea.dy ac-

knowledged n.s such nnd nrc receJvlnG' 
servIces from the BurcQu of Indlnn Af­
fairs. 

(c) This part Is not intended to apply 
to associations, orcooizations, corporo,· 

. tlons or groups of nny chnroct·cr. 
formed in recent times; provIded that 
a group which meets the crtlcrJa In 
§ 54.7(aHg) hos recently incorporated 
or otherwise fonnnllzed Its exlst1nC' 
autonomous process will have no bco.r .. 
ing on the Assistant SecretarY'G finnl 
decision. 

(d) Nor is this part Intended to apply. 
~ to splinter groups, political factions, 

communities or grouPS of nny chnrnc .. 
ter which separate .from the mnin 
body of a tribe currently nclrnowl. 
edged as being an IndIan trlbo by tho 
Department, unless it cnn be clearly 
established that the croup hM func .. 
tioned througljout history until tho 
present as an autonomous IndlEUl 
tribal entity. 

(e) Further, thl.> port docs not opply 
to groups which nrc, or the member!: 
of which nrc, subject to con:;:re:;siannl 
legislation termin.ting or forbidding 
the Federal re1ntlonship. 

§ 54.4 Who may rile. 
Any Indian group In the continental 

United states Which believes it GhoUld 
be acknDt'lledced ns an Indlon tribo, 
and can satisly the crIteria in r:cctlon 
54.7, may submit n petition reQUc5t1nf: 

$tIiat the Secretary acknowledgo the 
group'S existence as Iln In<llnn tribe. 

§ 5·'.5 Where to file. 
A petition requesting the Delmo",l. 

edgment that an Indlnn croup exists 
as IUl Indian tribe sholl be flIecJ with 
the Assistant Secretary-Indlon At· 
fairs, Department of tho Interior, 18th 
nnd "e" Streets NW., Woshlncton, 
D.C. 20245. Attcntion: Federal nc· 
knowledgment project. 

§ &1.6 Duties of the Deportment.. 
(a) The Depnrtment sholl n:mumo 

the responsibility to contact, within n 
. twelve-month perIod followinc tho cn-
3.ctment of these rceulntioIl3, nil 
IndIan groups Imo~m to the Depnrt­
ment in the contlnent.1 United States 
whose existence has not been prev!. 
ously acknowledged by the Depart .. 
ment.- Included specifically shnll bo 
those listed in eh.oter 11 of the 
American Indian Policy Review Com­
mission final report, volume one, May 
17, 1977. The Department shn11 in­
form all such groups of the opportuni­
ty to petition for an' ncknowlcdcrncnt 
of tribal existence by t,he Fcdcrnl Gov­
ernment. 

(b) The Secretary shaH pubUsh In 
the FEDERAL REGISTER wIthin DO dnys 
after effective date of these recula· 
tions, a Ust of aU lndlnn tribes which 
are recognized and rccclvJna services 
from the Bureau of Indian AlfCl!rs. 

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOl.; 43, NO. 172-TUESOAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1978 
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Such list shall be updated and pub­
lished annually in the FEDERAL REGIS~ 
TER. 

(c) Within 90 days after the effective 
date of the final regulations. the Sec­
retary "rill have available suggested 
guidelines for the format of petitions, 
including general suggestions and 
guidelines on where and how to re.­
search for required" information. The 
Department's example of petition 
format, while preferable. shall Dot pre­
clude the use of any other format. 

(d) The Department shall, upon re­
quest. provide suggestions and advice 
to researchers representing a petition­
er for their research into the petiUon­
er's historical background and Indian 
identity. The Department shall not be 
responsible for the actual research on 
behalf of the petitioner. 

§ 54.7 Form and content of the petition. 

Tbe petition may be in any readable 
form which clearly indicates that It Is 
a petition requesting the Secretary ,to 
acknowledge tribal existence. All the 
criteria in paragraphs (a)-(g) of this 
section are mandatory in order for 
tribal existence to be acknowledged 
and must be-included in the petition. 

(a) A statement of facts establishing 
-that the petitioner has been identified 
from historical times until the present 
on a substantially continuous basis, as 
"American Indian," or "aboriginal." A 
petitioner shall not fail to satisfy ariy 
criteria herein merely because of fluc~ 
tuations of tribal activity during var-

< iOllS years. Evidence to be relled upon 
in determining the group's substanti­
cally continuous Indian identity shall 
include one or more of the following: 

(1) Repeated identification by Feder­
al authorities; 

(2) Longstanding relationships with 
State governments based on identifica­
tion of the group as Indian; 

(3) Repeated deal..ings with a county. 
parish, or other local government in a 
relationship based on the group's 
Indian identity; 

(4) Identification as an Indian entity 
by records in courthouses, churches. 
or schools; -

(5) Identification as an Indian entity 
by anthropologists. historIans. or 
other scholars; 

(6) - Repeated Identification as -an 
Indian entity - in newspapers and 
books;:- -

(7) Repeated identification and deal­
ings as an IncUan entity with recog­
nized Indian tribes or national Indian 
organizations. , 

(b) EvIdence that a substantial por­
tion of the petitioning group inhabits 
a specific area or lives in a community 
viewed as American Indian and dis­
tinct from other populations in the 
area., and that its members are descen­
dants of an Indian tribe which histori­
cally inhabited a specific area. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

(c) A statement of facts which estab­
lishes that the petitioner has mnln­
tained tribal politIcal Influence or 
other authority over Its membero 8.3 
an autonomous entity throughout his­
tory untU the present_ 

(d) A copy of the group's present 
governiilg document, or in the llbsence 
of a written document. a statfment de­
scrIbing in full the membershJp crite­
ria and the procedures through which 
the group currently coverns Its nICa.lra 
and its members. 

, (e) A list of all known current mem­
bers of the group and a copy or ca.ch 
available former list oC members based 
on the trJbe's own defined criteria.. 
The membership must consist of indi­
viduals who have established. using 
evIdence acceptable to the Secretary. 
descendancy from a tribe 1vhlch exlst· 
ed historically or from historIcal tribes 
Which combined and funcUoned as no 
single autonomous ennty. EvIdence ac­
ceptable to the Secretru-y of tribal 
membership for this purp03C Includes 
but Is not limited to: 

(1) Descendancy rolls prepared by 
the Secretary for tbe petitioner for 
purposes of d1strlbutlna c1nlms money. 
provIding allotments, or other pur­

. poses; 
(2) State. Federal. or other officio! 

records or evIdence Identifying prezent 
members or ancestors of present mem­
bers as being an Indinn descendant 
and a member of the petitioning 
group; 

(3) Church. school. and other similar 
enroUment records indicating the 
person as being a member of the peti­
tioning entity; 

(4) affidavits of recognition by tribal 
elders, leaders, or the tribal go\'ernlnz 
body. as being an Indian dcsceni1n.nt of 
the tribe and a member oC the peti­
tioning entlt.y; 

(5) Other records or cvldenee Identi­
fying the person as II member of the 
petitioning entity_ 

(f) Tile membership of the petition­
ing group Is composed prinCipally of 
persons who nre not members of any 
other North American Indian tribe. 

(g) The petitioner ... Is not, nor are Its 
members. the subject of congressIonal 
legislation which has e"pressly tennl­
nated- or forbldde-n the Fcderol rela· 
tlonshlp_ 

§ Sf.S Notice of receipt of peUUon. 

(a) Wlthiu 30 days after reech'lng 3 
petition. the Assistant Secretary shall 
send an acknowledgment of receIpt, In 
writing. to the petitioner. and shall 

• have pubUshed in the F'ED0tAL REGIS­
TER a notice of such receIpt Includlng 
the nrone and location. and mailing 
address of the petitioner and other 
such information thnt vlill Identify the 
entity submlttlng the petition and the 
date It was recelved_ The notice shall 
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nlso lndlrote 't';here a COPY' of the peti­
tion may be examined 

(bl- Group, with petitioru; on file 
\"lUh the Bureau on the effective date 
of these re!jU.laUons shall be notified 
\':lthln 90 da~'S from the effective date 
that their petitlori Is on file. Notice of 
that fact. Including the information 
required In parat;raph (a) b! this sec­
Uon. shall be published In the FnlERAL 
REGISTEr!. All petitions on fUe on the 
effectlt,e date \'.ill be returned to the 
petitioner \'.ith guidelines as specified 
In § 54_6(c) in order to gi.e the peti­
tioner an opportunity to relrie\',". revise. 
or supplement the petitIon_ The 
return of the petition will not affect 
the priority e;;tablished b, the initial 
fHlna. 

(c) The Asllst:mt Secretary shall 
nIso notify. in 'writing. the GOI.ernor 
and attorney general Of any State in 
\','hleh il. petitioner reslde.3_ 

(d) The Asllstant Secretary shall 
also cause to be published the notice 
o! receIpt of the petition in a major 
newspaper of general circulation in 
the tovlIl or city neare.:."t to the peti­
tioner. The DoUce wID include. In addi­
tion to the information in section (a) 
or this p:ut. notice of opportunity for 
other partiES to submit factual or legal 
arcuments in support of or in opposi­
tion to the peUtIolL Such submissions 
shall be pro .. ided to the petitioner 
upon recejpt by the Federal acmot':l­
edgement staff. The petitioner shall 
be provIded an opportunity to respond 
to such submI.::.3ions prior to a final de­
term.lrultlon regarding the petitioner's 
stntus. 

§ tH.9 Processing the Pr!tition.. 
(3) Upon receipt of a petition. the 

Assistant Secretary <shall cause a 
re ... lev: to be conducted to determine 
"t';hether the petitioner is entitled to 
be acknowledged as an Indian moe_ 
The re,,'iew shall Include consideration 
or the petition and supporting evi­
dence. and the factual statements con­
tained therein. The A..'Slstant Secre­
tary may also InItiate other re.3earch 
bj' hb staff. for any purpo3:e relative 
to analyzing the petition and obtain­
ing addltfonaJ Information about the 
petitioner's .status~ and may consider 
any e\1dence \';hlch may be submitted 
by other partle;;_ 

(b) Prior to actual consideration of 
the petition. the Assistant Secretary 
shill notify the petitioner of any obti. 
ous defIcIencies, or significant omis­
sions. that are apparent upon an ini­
tial re\-1et'l. and prmide the petitioner 
with an opportunity to v.ithclrav.- the 
petition for further work or to submit 
additional information or a cIarifica~ 
tion. 

(c) Petitions shall be considered on a 
first come. first serve basis determined 
by the clate of originaJ fUing with the 
Deportment. The Federal ackDowl-
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edcement project staff shall establish 
a priority register Jncluding those peti­
tions already pending before the De­
partment. 

Cd) The petitioner and other parties 
submitting comments on the petition 
shall be notified when the petition' 
comes tmder active consideration. 
They shall also be notified who Is the 
primary Bureau' staff member review­
Ing the petition, his backup. and su­
pervisor. Such notice shall also include 
the office address and telephone 
number of the prlmary staff member. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

to the' petitioner other options, if any, 
under whlch application for services 
and other benefits may be made. 

§ 54.10 Reconsideration and finul nction. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary's deci­

sion shall be final for the Department 
unless the Secretary requests him to 
reconsider within 60 days of such pub. 
licatlon. U the Secretary recommends 
reconsideration, the Assistant Secre­
tary shall consult with the Secretary. 
review his initial determination, and 
Issue a reconsidered decision within 60 
days whlch shall be final and effective 
upon publication. 

Cb) The Secretary In 'hfs consldera· 
~ tion of the Assistant Secretary's deci­
sion may review any lnIormatlon avall­
able to him. whether formally part of 

become avaIlable upon approprIation 
of funds by Congress .. ReQucsts for ap· 
propriatlons shalJ follow a determIne.· 
tion of the needs of the newly recoe-
n!zed tribe. . 

(c) Within 6 months 'after acknowl • . 
edgment that the petitioner exists ll.S 
an Indian tribe, the appropriate Area 
Office shall oonsult and develop In co· 
operation with the croup. and forward 
to the AssIstant Secretary. n determI­
nation of needs and a recommended 
budget requIred to serve the newly ac­
knowledged tribe. The recommended 
budget will be considered alone with 
other recommendations by the Assi5t .. 
ant Secretary in the usun] budcet·re­
quest process. 

(c) A petitioning group may. at its 
option and upon written request. with­
draw its petition prior t<1 publication 
by the Assistant Secretary of his find­
ing in the FEDERAL REGISTER and, may 
if It so desires, file an entirely new pe· 
titian. Such petitioners sball not lose 
their priority date by withdrawing and 
resubmitting their petitions later, pro­
vided the time periods In paragraph (f) 
of this section shall begin upon active 
consideration of the resubmitted peti­
tion. 

- the record or not; where reliance Is 
placed on information not of record, 
such information shall be identified as 
to source and nature .. and inserted ill 
the record. 

GEORGE V. GOODWIN, 
Deputy Assistant SecretanJ­

IndlanA/jalrs. 
[FR Doc. 78-24674 Filed 9-1-18; 8:45 run] 

(f) Within 1 year after notifying the 
petitioner that active consIderation of 
the petition has begun. the assistant 
Secretary shall publisb his proposed 
findIngs In the FEDERAL REGISTER.. The 
AssJstant Secretary may extend that 
period up to an additional 180 days 
upon Il showing of due cause to the pe­
titioner. In addition to the proposed 
findings. the assistant Secretary shall 
prepare a report which shall summa­
rize the evidence for the proposed de­
cision. Copies of such report shall be 
avatiable for the petitioner and other 
parties upon written request. 

(g) Upon publication of the proposed 
findings. any indlvidual or organiza­
tion wishing to challenge the proposed 
findings shall have a 120-day response 
perlod to present factual or legal argu­
ments and evidence to rebut the evi­
dence relied upon. 

(h) Mter consideration of the writ­
ten arguments and-evidence rebutting 
the proposed findings, the Assistant 
Secretary shall make a dctcrmlnaUon 
rega.rding the petitioner's status, a 
summary of which shall be published 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER within 60 
days from . the expiration of the re­
sponse period. The determInation will 
become effective in 60 days from pub­
lication unless earlier withdrawn pur­
suant to § 54.10. 

CD The Assistant Secretary shall ac­
knowledge the exlstence of the peti- . 
tioner as an Indian tribe when it is de- . 
tennined that the group satisfies the 
criterIa in § 54.7. 

Cj) The assistant Secretary shall 
refuse to acknowledge that a petition­
er is an Indian trIbe if it faUs to satisfy 
the criteria in § 54.7. In the event the 
Assistant Secretary refuses to ac­
knowledge the eliglbfllty of a petition­
Ing grouP. he shall analyze and toward 

Cc) The Sectetary may request re- [8320-011 
consideration of any decision by the 
Assistant Secretary but shall request 
reconsideration of any decision. which 
in his opinion: 

(1) Would be changed by signifIcant 
new evidence which he has rece1ved 
'subsequent to the publJcation of the 
decision; or 

Title 3S-Ponsions, Bonuses, and 
Vet~rans' Rellcf 

CHAPTER I-VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION 

PART 2-DELEGATIONS OF 
AUTHORITY (2) A substantial portion of the evi­

dence relied on was unreliable or was 
of little probative value; or • 

(3) The petitioner's or the Bureau's Authority to bsuo Subpoenas 
rese~ch appears inadequate or Incom· AGENCY: Veterans Adni1nlstrat1on. 
plete in some material respect. 

(d) Any notice whlch by the terms of - ACI'ION: FInal regulation. 
these regulations must be publl.o;;hed in SUM:MARY: This amendment delc. 
the. .FEDERAL REGISTER, shall also be gates subpoena authority to tho Gen­
mailed to the petitlomir. the Gover- eral Counsel and the Deputy General 
nors and attorney generals of the COWlSel and redesignates positions 0.1-
states involved, and to other parties ready exercising subpoena. authorIty 
which have commented on the pro- to reflect the rccent implemcntntion 
posed findings. -of the Offfce of the Inspector General 

§ 54.11 Imp1ementation of decisions. 
(a) Upon final determination that 

the petitioner is an Indian tribe, the 
tribe shall be eligible for services and 
benefits from the Federal Government 
ayallable to other federally recognized 
tribes and entitled to the privileges 
and immunities available to other fed­
erally recognized tribes by virtue of 
their statUs as Indian tribes with a 
government-to-government relation­

'shlp to the Unlted States as well as 
having the responsibilities and obliga:' 
tions of such ·tribes. Acknowledgment 
shall subject such Indian tribes t.o the 
same authority of ..congress and the 
United States to which other federally 
acknowledged tribes are subject. • 

Cb) WhIle the newly recognized trlbe 
shall be eligible for benefits and sera 
vices, acknowledgment of tribal exis­
tence will not create an immediate en­
titlement to exlsting .Bureau of Indlan 
Affalrs programs. Such progfams shall 

within the Veterans Administration. 
While the exercise of this authorIty 
wIthin the Office of the General 
COWlSel is expected to be infrequent, a 
need has been experienced in connec­
tion with the conduct of certain Inves .. 
tigations and cases by that . office. In 
addition minor editorial chrulges have 
beenmnde. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: August 25. ID76. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Neal C. Lawson. Asslstnnt General 
Counsel. Veterans Admlnlstration, 
WWihlngton. D.C. 20420. 202-360" 
3294. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
On page 12892 of the FEDERAL R£olS­= of March 28. 1978. there WWi pub­
lished notice of proposed rec:ulntory 
development to amend § 2.1 rclntlnc to 
delegation of authorIty to employees 
to Issue subpoenas. 
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-------------- ------

Cn:~ed S:?.te5 Dep:'..!"trr:ent of the Interior 
:., ,- ,, c ':"',- -,.- ",0 , ~-, . AF? _~!~5 

\\ ... SH1"G TO' 0 C :J:"5 

Jear Interested Par:y: 

Enclosed is a cooy of "Guidelines for Preparing a Petition 
for Federal AcKnowledgment as an Indian Tribe." T~ese are 
required by 25 Code of Federal Regulations Part 54.6(c). 
The gUldelines are designed to assist oetitioning groups in 
the preparation of a petition for Federal aCknowledgment. 
These are not additional requirements for Cletitioners, 
but we recommend that those groups oreparing petitions for 
Federal acknowledgment follow the guidelines as closely 
as poss ible. 

If t~ere are q~~stions, call the Acknowledgment staff at 
(703) 235-2360 _r ·..,rite: Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Department of tn Interior, 1951 Constitution ~venue N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20245 Attention: Federal Acknowledgment 
project, :-Iail Code 440. 

Sincerely, 

,,~,~p~~~~~~ 
Enclosur~ 

v 

S.; ve Ene'i)/ and You SirH A'~trica/ 

• 



United States DepkrLm~nt t)f the Int~ior 
UL.I{I::AL. 0f I"DI,o.-; AFF,.>IRS 

WASHI!"GTON . D . C. 20243 

GUIDELINES 

FOR PREPARING 

A 

PETITION FOR 

FEDERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

AS AN INDIAN TRISI: 

December 1978 



I~TROOUCTION 

Background 

In the ~ast. there was no standard procedure for acknowledging 
Indian groups which requested to be recognized as Indian trlbes. 
On Seotember 5. 1978. the Oe~artment of the Interior ~ublished 
regulations to provide "Procedures for establishing that an 
American Indian Group exists as an Indian tribe." The 
regulations. which became effect 'e on October 2. standardize 
and clarify the orocedure and the criteria to be used for 
submitting and considering requests for acknowledgment. 

Section 54.6(c) requires that quidelines be available to assist 
interested groups in submitting petitions for acknowledgment 
and to provide a suggested format. 

Guidelines are not additional requirements 

These guidelines are intended to explain and clarify the 
regulations. as well as to provide suggestionl to groups which 
are interested in petitioning for acknowledgment. They are not 
additional regulations or requirements. A petition may be 
filed in any form which the petitioner believes most strongly 
~resents the group's case. 

To petition for ~ederal acknowledgment 

A request for the Secretary of the Interior to acknowledge 
that a particular group exists as an Indian tribe begins 
with a petition from the leaders of the group. 

Suggestions to saeed processing of petitions 

While the ~etition may be in any form, much less time will be 
needed for the Bureau to process the petition and publish a 
deClsion if the following items are kept in mind: 

(1) Use the suggested format as far as possible. 

(2) Use footnotes to show where the information was found. 
List books, articles and newspapers by name, location and page 
numbers. Give file numbers, subjects, and the location of the 

1 

• 



Eiles. If the information used loIas given verbally, note IoIho 
gave it and IoIhen, their addresS, and tell IoIhy they are 
considered to be expert. 

()) Send at least three copies of your 5Jetition. This loIill 
allow several soecialists to 1oI0rk on your petition at the 
same time. It is recommended that getitions be sent by 
certified mail loIith a return receipt requested. ?etitions 
and documentation must be clear 3nd readable. 

(4) Include cooies of important documents with the getition. 
Do not send Orl91nalsof ~ docu:nents. If originals are 
neeaea,~ Federal AcKnoWledgment Project staff will contact 
the petitioner. 

Public Review of the Petition 

It should be noted that the petition will be available for 
9ublic review and that any information contained in a petition 
will he available to interested parties on the same basis as 
other records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Personal data 
about tribal members is protected by the Privacy Act. Examples 
of personal data to be withheld from public review include, but 
are not limited to, addresses, 5Jhone numbers, dates and place. 
of birth, marri3ge and death, social security numbers, h.alth 
and benefit records, and military service records. 

Assistance in preparing a petition 

In the section entitled "Discussion of Criteria" which follow. 
later in t~e guidelines, suggestions are made regarding where 
the petitioner :nay be able to find profeSSional assistance for 
researching and pre9aring the petition. Suggestions on how to 
locate help are included in these guidelines. Technical advice 
and answers to specific questions will be available from the 
Federal Acknowledgment staff by telephone or letter. 
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DISCUSSION OF CRITERIA IN S54.7(a)-(g) 

Ir, order to be acknowledged as an Indian tr ibe by the 

DI 'partment of the Interior, a petitioner ~ ~ ~ seve:l 

of ~ criteria found in S54.7 of ':.he regulations, subsections 

( a) through (.). It is very imoortant for the petitioner to 

thoroughly discuss how the grouo meets each criterion. 

The following is an explanation of the seven criteria in 

S54.7, Subsections (a) through (g). The criterion as found in 

the regulations is cited first, followed by a discussion. 

54.7 The petition may be in any readable form 
which clearly indicates that it is a 
petition requesting the Secretary to 
acKnowledge tribal existence. All of the 
criteria in paragraphs (a)-(g) of this 
section are mandatory in order for tribal 
existence to be acknowledged and must be 
included in the petition. 

(a) A statement of facts establishing that 
the petitioner has been identified from 
historical times until the present on a 
substantialLy continuous basis, as 
"American Indian," or "aboriginal." A 
petitioner shall not fail to satisfy any 
criteria herein merely because of 
fluctuations of tribal activity during 
var ious years. Evidence to be ' relied upon 
in determining the group's substantially 
continuous Indian identity shall includ. 
on. or more of the following: 

In this section the petitioners should show the group has been 

~nown as Indian from the first contact with non-Indians until 
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the present. A year-by-year history is not necessary, but 

glve as much detail as possible. 

The following are the kinds of evidence which should be used 

to show that the group has been identified as American Indian 

all through history until the present. The petitioner need 

not use all of the types of evidence listed in 554.7(a). 

Although it might be possible to establish continuous Indian 

identi ty using only one type of eVidence, it would strengthen 

the petition if more were used. 

54.7(a)(1) Repeated identification by Federal 
authorities; 

Repeated identification by Federal authorities can be shown 

through the use of treaties, agreements, old Ar.y records, 

contacts with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Federal court 

records, federal land records and maps, annuity rolls, 

Indian school records, services received as an Indian entity 

from other Federal agencies, census records, records of 

Federal Indian trading systems, Indian degredation clai~s 

records, Indian census lists, and tribal rolls. This list 

is not co.plete; it merely illustrates the various kinds of 

records available to the petitioners. 
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Most of these records will be found in the National Archives 

and its branches or the Library of Congress. 

54.7(~)(2) Longstanding relationships with 
State governments based on 
ldentification of the group as 
Indlan; 

Longstanding relationships between state governments and the 

group can be shown by the existence of state reservations; 

dealings with state Indian commissions; inclusion in state 

budgets and periodic ceremonies with state officials. In 

addition, special ~ention of the group in state laws; records 

oertalning to state censuses, state school systems , the state 

militia, state courts, and social services and law enforcement 

can be useful. Records of colonial governments may be helpful. 

These are only examples of the kinds of records which can be 

~sed. There may be others which will be just as useful. 

!Iost of these records can be found in state archives. It 

would also be useful to examine the records of state and 

local libraries and historical societies. Ask employees in 

these offices for advice and additional suggestions about 

whe r e to look. 
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54.7(a)(3) Repeated deallngs with a county, 
parish, or other local government 
in a relationship based on the 
group's Indian identity; 

Regeated deallngs as a group with county, oarish, or other 

local governments can be shown by the existence oE various 

types of records. These include the following: land held 

in trust; special services 9rovided for the group; local 

courts; land and tax offices: law enforcement services: 

inclusion in local budgets and geriodic ceremonies with 

local officials: and local ordinances referring to the group. 

These records are generally found in local courthou •••• 

Some may be found in state archives. 

54.7(a)(4) Identification as an Indian entity 0, records in courthouses, churches, 
or schools: 

There are a number of different kinds of records held in 

courthouses, by chLrches.or church groups, and by schools 

which may be hel?f~l in identifying the group as Indian. 

It is sugge.ted thilt the p.!titioner talk with the county 

clerk, secr.tary of the school ~oard, and area religious 

leaders. A more cC''1ll?lete ·Hscussion of these types of 

records can be fourd in other sections. 
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Many churches did social and religious work with Indian groups. 

Talk to state and local historical societies or local religious 

leaders aoout t~e location of these types of records. See the 

section entitled "Reference Books and Guides" for directories. 

54.7(a)(5) Identification as an Indian entity 
by anthrooologists, historians, or 
other scholars; 

Anthrooologists, historians, and other scholars who specialize 

in American Indian history and ethnology may have identified 

the petitioner as "American Indian", or "aboriginal." Books, 

articles, and unpublished graduate papers, doctoral 

dissertations, ~asters' theses, field notes and item. of this 

nature would be val~able pieces of evidence for a petitioner. 

Talk to state and local historical societies or local 

librarians about the location of -these types of records. Consult 

the section "Reference Books and Guides" for appropriate 

directories. 

54.7(a)(6) Re?eated identification as an 
Indian entity in newspapers 
and books; 

Identification of the group as Indian in books, newspaper 

articles, magazines, and other periodicals may aid the 

petitioner. Some~' this material may not be as reliable 
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as other types of evidence, and it would not be desirable 

to base an entire petition on it. 

See "Reference Books and Guides' section and ask your local 

librarian for additional suggestions. 

54.7(a)(7) Repeated identification and dealings 
as an Indian entity with recognized 
Indian tribes or national Indian 
organizati~ns. 

Repeated identification of the petitioning group may be found 

in the resolutions, minutes of meetings, membership lists 

and other records of recognized tribe., and national or 

regional Indian organizations. 

54.7(b) Evidence that a substantial portion 
of the petitioning group inhabits a 
specific area or lives in a community 
viewed as American Indian and distinct 
from other populations in the area, 
and that its members are descendants 
of an Indian tribe which historically 
inhabited a specific area. 

In this section the petitioning group should demonstrate that 

a sizeable number of its members live close enough to each 

other to me.t, associate, and conduct tribal business on a 

regular baSis, and that they do so. One way the petitioner 

can establish this is to show that there are social and 

religious activities and meetings of organizations which are 
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3ttended entirely or ~redominantly by members of the group. 

Maps showing where members live · .... ill also be useful in 

demonstrating that they live close enough to maintain tribal 

relations. 

Also, the communlty should :;,e of such a nature that it is 

viewed by itself, and others, as American Indian and 

distinct from other populations living in the same area. 

Members of the community must be descendants of an Indian 

trlbe which inhabited a specific area. It is not necessary 

for the present group to be located in the same area as its 

aboriginal ancestors. Information gathered for subsections 

(a) and (e) could also apl;lly to this section. 

The petitioner may want to seek orofessional assistance from 

anthropology, political science, or urban/rural planning 

departments of nearby colleges, universities or high schools. 

See other suggestions under S54.7(c) and "Reference Books 

ann Gu ide s .• 

S4.7(c) A statement of facts which establishes 
that the petitioner has maintained 
tribal political influence or other 
authority over its members as an 
autonomous entity throughout history 
until the present. 

The ?~titioner 5ho~!d demonstrate that there exists now and 

has existed thro~=c Jut his~ a method of dealing with group 
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problema and making group decisions. Evidence should be 

orovided regarding how decisions were made and carried out, 

Indian self-government may take a variety of forms. Some 

examples are for~al or i~formal selection of leaders or 

spokesmen, group meetings, enforcement of group decisions, 

and group relations w :h outsiders. This can be demonstrated 

by showing the group has formal or informal leaders or 

councils and that they control the group or influence and guide 

it. Examples of group decisions are settlement of disputes, 

control of land or "roperty, and trade or other dealings with 

outsiders. It is desirable to provide more than one example 

and to provide examples for as many years aa posaible. 

It should also be shown that the petitioner's actiona are 

independent of the authority of other Indian groupa. Much of 

the information for this section may be obtained from the same 

sources and using the same methods as outlined in S54.7(a) 

and (b). 

54.7(d) A copy of the group's present 
governing document, or in the 
absence of a written document, 
a" statement describinq in full 
the membership criteria and the 
procedures tbrough which the 
group currently qovernl its 
af fa irs and its memba rs. 
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rctitioners who are currently governed by written documents 

"ucn as constitutlons and bylaws. charters. or rules of order 

should lncl 'Jde "p-to-date copies of them with the petition. 

If t~e governlng docJ~ent does not include a statement of 

now the group deter~lnes .ts ~embershlp. a separate statement 

must be provided. 

If there is no wrltten governing document, describe how the 

group governs its affairs. determines its membership, and 

records its elections. The discussion under S54.7(c) 

lndicates the kinds of questions which should be answered. 

S4.7(e) A list of all known current members 
of the group and a copy of each 
available former list of members 
based on the tribe's own defined 
criteria. The membership must 
consi~t of individuals who have 
established. using evidence 
acceptable to the Secretary, 
descendancy from a tribe which 
existed historically or from 
historical tribes which combined 
and functioned as a single autonomous 
entity. Evidence acceptable to the 
Secretary of tribal membership for 
this purpose includes but is not 
limited to: 

The petitioner must provide a current list of the group's 

members according to its own membership requirements. 

A suggested for~ called n~embership Roll of (petitioner's 
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name} as of (date)" is included in the ·Sample Letter 

and Forms" section. In addition to the current list of 

members, the petitioning group must also send a copy of 

each available previous membership list. 

The petitioner 3hould prove that the group's current members 

are descended from an Indian grou9 which existed historically 

or from groups which combined in the past and now act as a 

single independent group. Two forms have been designed to 

aid the petitioner in gathering the necessary descendancy 

information on members' families and ancestors. These forms 

are the "Individual History Chart" and the "Ance.try Chart." 

Both forms are important. For your convenience, blank copies 

~ ~itable for reproduction appear in the section entitled 

·Sample Letter and Forms." 

Individual History Chart 

Active adult members of the tribe (18 years or older) are 

requested to provide individual information about themselves 

and members of their immediate family on the Individual 

History Chart. Unmarried children who appear on their parents' 

Individual Hi.tory Chart need not complete a similar chart in 

their own behalf. Married children should complete a separate 

chart in their own behalf. 
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Ancestry Chart - --
The Ancestry Chart will show how a family descends from its 

ancestors. Only one Ancestry Chart need be prepared for the 

members of a family. Ask the individual who is most 

knowledgeable about the family's history to complete the chart 

Detailed instructions are printed on the form. Individual 

History Charts which relate to one Ancestry Chart should be 

grouDed together when submitted with the petition. 

Descendancy must be proved using evidence acceptable to the 

Secretary of the Interior. The petitioner need not use all 

of the types of evidence listed in SS4.7(e)(1)-(S). Such 

evidence includes, but is not limited to the following items: 

54.7(e)(1) Descendancy rolls prepared by the 
Secretary for the petitioner for 
purposes of distributing claims 
money, providing allotments, or 
other pu rposes; 

Descendancy rolls are prepared by the Secretary of the 

Interior to distribute money awarded to Indian tribes by the 

Court of Claims, the-Indian Claims Commission, or under 

Congres.ional authority. Evidence of direct Indian ancestry 

is usually a requirement for enrollment on descendancy rolls. 

Therefore, individuals who are not members of recognized Indian 

tribes may meet the requirements for enrollment to share in 
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payments aade as the result of such awards. In some cases lists 

of descendants were also pcepared to distr ibute land allot:nent 

proceeds and for other our~oses. Individuals who have received 

a payment as a descendant as the result of an Indian Claims 

Commission or other award may obtain personal information from 

these rolls about themselves or their immediate family from the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

54.7(e)(2) State, federal, or other official 
records or evidence identifying 
9resent members or ancestorl ot 
present members al being an Indian 
descendant and a member of the 
petitioning group, 

Also acceptable are records or evidence that identify present 

members or their ancestors as Indian and as members ot the 

petitioning group. These may be federal, sta1l4, or other 

official records. 

Such evidence includes records of birth, death, marriage, 

divorce, estate settlements, court suits (especially equity 

cases), land and ta. records, federal, state, and territorial 

population and mortalit¥ census schedules, military service 

and benefit records, and records of the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. 
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Record. here may be found in the National Acchives and its 

regional centecs, state archives and libraries: local court­

houses, and at the vaciou. acea and agency offices of the 

Bureau of Indian ~ffaics. 

54.7(e)(3) Church. school. and other similar 
enrollment records indicating the 
person as being a member of the 
petitioning entity, 

~ variety of church groups in different periods of hi.tory did 

social and religious work with Indian.. U.eful church record. 

include those of ceremonies performed (marriage •• baptisms and 

funerals). membership. and other church activitie •• 

Records of oublic. private and religious school. may provide 

helpful information. 

These records may be in state and local historical societie •• 

in central church arChive., in Bureau of Indian Affairs area 

3nd agency offices, or in the National Archive.. Public 

school records will generally be found in the local community. 

54.7(e)(4) Affidavits of recognition by tribal 
elder., leaders, or the tribal 
governing body, as being an Indian 
descendant of the tribe and a member 
of the petitioning entity: 

Older affidavits will be more valu~ble in establishing. Indian 
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ancestry than ones taKen recently. Affidavits are the ~eaKest 

method of establishing Indian ancestry and should be used only 

~hen nothing else is available. Affidavits are best used to 

support documentary evidence. 

54.7(e)(5) Other records or evidence 
identifying the person as 
a member of the ?etitioning entity: 

Other types of evidence include, but are not limited to, 

published family histories, family bibles, cemetery records, 

newspapers, and employment records: state, county, and loeal 

area histories: and unpublished manuseript colleetions. 

Family histories and oibles may provide records of birth, 

marriage and death not found elsewhere. Some ~f these are 

personal records ~hich are often privately held. Cemetery 

records may be deposited with local ehurches, libraries and 

historical societies, state ageneies, and private cemetery 

associations. Some information may also be obtained from 

tombstones. Employment records, which are generally available 

only to relatives, are usually held by the employing eompany. 

~ewspapers lIIay be, found in publie libraries, historieal 

societies, and the sales offiee of the newspaper. Unpublished 

manuscript collections, whieh are somewhat more diffieult to 

locate, may contain valuable material. 
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54.7(t) The membership ot the petitioning 
gro~ is composed principally ot 
persons who are not members ot any 
other North American Indian tribe. 

The membership of the petitioning group ~ ~ be composed 

mainly of individuals who are members of federally-recognized 

tribes. Petitioners should assure themselves that their 

members are not affiliated with another tribe. Individuals 

should be urged not to give up their membership in federally­

recognized tribes believing the unreco,nized group may be 

acknowledged. It the group is not acknowledged, the individuals 

will be without tribal affiliation. 

54.7(g) The petitioner is not, nor are its 
members, the subject ot congressional 
legislation which has expressly 
terminated or forbidden the rederal 
relationship. • 

The petitioning group should SUbmit a statement that they have 

not been terminated by Congress and that their membership 

does not belong to terminated tribe •• 
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SUGGESTED FORMAT ~R A PETITION 

I. In troduct ion 

Each petition should begin with an introduction which 
includes (1) A statement indicating that it is a petition 
for federal acknowledgment; (2) the name and address of 
the group; (3) the name and tele hone number of a member 
of the group who can act as ltS spokesman, an any 
other person authoruid to act on 6ehall of the group. 

II. Histc~ical Overview of the Group 

A discussion of the history of the group from early times 
until the present should be submitted in a. much detail as 
the petitioner feels i. neces.ary. 

III. Description of Current Group 

The petition should include a description ot the group as 
it exists today, its location and compo.ition, and any 
other information the petitioner wishes to empha.ize. 

IV. Response to Criteria 

The petitioner must make a thorough respon.e to each of 
the criteria in Section 54.7(a)-(g) of the regulationa. 
A se~arate discussion of each of the criteria will be 
found in the previous section. 

V. List of Sources 

The petitioner must .how where he found his evidence. 

VI. Important Documents and Other Exhibits 

These should be included in a separate section. When 
sending copies of documents. write where the original 
document. can be found on the front page of the copy. 
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GENERA~ SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH 

For anyone doing research, a major problem is how to get 
started. You must decide what you want to do and how you 
are going to do it. As much as possible, research should 
be olanned. This will save time and avoid having to do 
t~e'work twice because something was missed. Careful 
planning will help to keep you from being swamped by the 
resources of maJor libraries and archives. 

A good place to start is with a library. A librarian will 
be able to provide assistance on standard reference works, 
loans from other libraries, and other facilities. 

T~e section entitled "Reference Book. and Guides· 
includes list3 of historical and anthropological societies, 
archives, libraries, and professional associations that may 
have individuals willing to helo. Anthropology department., 
Indian studies programs, and history departments ot 
universities, colleges and high schools may have student. and 
faculty who would also be willing to aid the group with the 
research. A sample letter to organization. and educational 
institutions has been included in the section called ·Sample 
~etter and Forms." The letter can be adapted tor the 
petitioner's own use. The petitioner should understand that 
some individuals and grouos charge for their service.. Also 
listed are directories of foundations to which the petitioner 
may wish to apply for financial aid. • 

The largest portion of the information for a petition may be 
gathered by documentary research in original written records 
and documents left by people who took part in events important 
to the histoq of the petitioning group. These are the corner­
stones upon w1ich a pftition must be based. Books and articles 
about the petitioning group which have been based on these 
written docum~nts are less valuable in supporting petitions 
than the original written documents themselves. However, such 
books lIay beued as a starting point for locating the original 
record. and .'/idence. 

There uy all" ·be written sources which the petitioner can use 
as evidence concerning its current organization. These may 
include scho13rly articles or reports, newspaper or magazine 
articles, or ,tudies made by Federal, state or local government 
agencies. If exist,~g written materials do not provide 
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sufficient information, the petitioning group may want to maKe 
(or have made) a study of their group to provide the eVldence 
required by the regulations. It is highly recommended that 
~rofes5~onal assistance be obtalned for such a study. 

In order to provide as much evidence as possible, the 
oetitioner may find it both useful and necessary to gather 
information by talking with individuals knowledgeable about 
the group. Useful information may be gathered by interviewing 
members of the tribe and others such as government officials 
and missionaries who have knowledge of the group and its 
history. The most valuable interviews are generally with 
older individuals and those who were in important positions. 
Interviews should be carefully planned and recorded. To be 
most useful, interview questions should concern the history 
of the group's leadership, past locations and contacts with 
other portions of the same tribe, other Indian groups, and 
whites. Archival sources may contain documents which record 
interviews made in the past. These would be particularly 
valuable sources. 

It is important that, wherever possible, information fro. 
interviews be supplemented and supported by written document •• 
The etitioner should not rel entirel on oral evidence. 
In ormatlon gather rom lntervlews can a va ua e means 
of locating useful documentary sources by suggesting where and 
when the group had contact with government officials, 
missionaries, schools, etc. 

In conclusion, there are some rules · of evidence petitioners 
should always remember. (1) It is always better to have more 
than one source of information to back uo a crltlcal a01nt. 
(2) The rellablllty of sources should alwaSs 6e const erea. 
(3) Always present the best eVldence possi Ie, and always tell 
where lt came from. 
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LIST OF REFERENCE aOOKS AND GUIDES 

I. Book. and Articles 

A. Anthropology 

Guide to De artments of Anthro 010 ,American 
Anthropo ogical Assoclation (includes ~ajor 
museums), 1978-79. 

Abstracts in Anthropology, 1965-. 

Curtis, E. C., The North American Indian, 1924-26. 

Dockstader, F. J., The American Indian in Graduate 
Studies: A aibliography of Theses and Dissertations, 
1957. 

Fenton, W., et al., American Indian and White 
Relations to 1839: Needs and Opportunities for 
Study, 1957. 

Hodge, F. W., Handbook of American Indian. North 
vf ~exico, 1907-10. 

Murdock, G. P., Ethnographic 8ib1ioaraPhy of North 
A.'TIerica, (3rd or 4th editions), 196 and 1972. 

New York Public Library Reference Department, 
Dictionary Catalog of the History of" the Amer ica. 
Collection, 1961. 

Nichols, F. S., Index to SChoolcraft's "Indian 
Tribes of the United States,· 1954. 

Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Catalog of the Library of the Peabody Museum, 1963. 

Schoolcraft, H. R., Information aeslecting the 
Hi.tory, Condition, and Prospects ~ the Indian 
Tribe. of the United 3tates, (see also Nichols), 
1853 (reprinted). 

Sturtevant, William, The Handbook of North American 
Indians, 1978-. 

Swanton, J., The Indlan Tribes of North America, 1953. 
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1. dooks and Articles - (cont'd) 

B. Genealogy 

The American Society of Genealogists, Genealogical 
Rese~rcn: ~ethods and Sources, 2 vols., 1960 and 1971. 

80ard for Certification of Genealogists, 
"Roster of Persons Certified," 1307 Sew Hampshire 
Avenue, ~. ~., ~ashington, O. C. 20036 

The Genealogical Heloer, Vol. 32., No.4, July­
August 1978. UT: Everton Publishers, Inc. 
(P. O. 80x 368, Logan, UT 84321) 

"1978 Directory of Genealogical Societies, 
Libraries, Periodicals and Professionals· 

"Genealogy and the Public Library· 

"How to Use Your Public Library· 

dowker, American Library Directory, annual. 

Colket, ~eredith B., Jr. and Frank E. Bridgers, 
Guide to Genealogical Research in the National 
Archives, 1964. 

Doane, Gilbert H., Searching for Your Ancestors: 
The How and why of Genealogy, 1974. 

Everton, George B., Sr., The Handy Book for 
Genealogists, 1971. 

Filby, P. ~i11iam, American' British Genealogy 
and Heraldry: A Selected List of BookS, 1975. 

Greenwood, Val 0., The Researcher's Guide to 
American Genealogy, 1973. 

Gregory, ~inifred, American Newseapers 1821-1936: 
A Union List of Files Available 1n the United 
State. and Canada, 1937. 

Kirkham, E. Kay, A Survey of American Church 
Records, 2 VoLL. 1960 and 1971; revised 1978. 
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I. Book. and Articles - (cont'd) 

B. Genealogy 

Meyer, Mary Keysor, Directory of Genealogical 
30cieties in the U.S.A. and Canada, with an 
a9pended list of Independent Genealogical 
?erlodicals, 1978. 

~ilner, Anita Cheek, Newspaier Indexes: A 
Location and Subject Guide or Researchers, 1977. 

Schreiner-Yantis, Netti, Genealogical' Local 
History BooKs in Print, 2 vols., 1975. 

Stevenson, Noel C., Search, Research, 1977. 

'Where to Write for Birth and Death Records· 
(PHS)78-1142 
'~here to ~rite for Marriage Record.- (PRS)78-1144 
'Where to Write for Divorce Record.- (PHS)78-ll45 
(Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402) 

Williams, Ethel W., Know Your Ancestors: A 
Guide to Genealogical Research, 1960. 

C. History 

Directory of Historical Societies 
in the United States and Canada. 
American Association of state and 
1975 edition. 

and Agencies 
Available rrom 
Local History, 

Dissertation Abstracts: Abstracts of Dissertations 
and Monographs in M1crofil~, 1961 to date. 

Gray, wood, and others, Historian's Handoook, 1964. 

Hamer, Philip, M., A Guide to Archives and 
Manuscripts in the United States, 1961. 

Library or Congress, A Catalog of Books Recresented 
by Library of Congress Printed Cards Issued from 
Au~ust, 1898 to July 31, 1942, 1943. 
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I. aooks and Articles - (Cont'd) 

c. History 

Library of Congress, The Library of Congress 
Catalog: Books: Subject, 1955 and 1960, with 
quarterly supplements. 

Library of Congress, National Union Catalog of 
~anuscri?t Collections, 1959-1961, and supplements. 

Library of Congress, Sational Union Catalog: A 
Cu~ulative Author List, 1947 and supplements. 

National Archives, Guide to the National Archives 
of the United States, 1974. 

The New York Times Index, 1913 to present. 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, 1900 to 
present. 

Schlesinger, Arthur M. and others, The Harvard 
Guide to American History, 1954 and 1973. 

o. General 

gush, Alfred, Guide to American Indian Periodicals 
in the Princeton University Library, 1975. 

Freeman, J. F. and Murphy O. Smith, A Guide to 
:-Ianuscripts Relating to the "American Indian in 
the Liorary of the American Philosophical society, 
1966. 

Jennings, F., gen: ed., The Newberr¥ Library Center 
for the Histor of the AmeClcan Indian Biblio ra hical 
Series, (separate se ective bib iographie. by 
region, tribe and subject), 1977-. 

Kappler," Charle. J., Indian Affairs, Laws and Treati •• , 
1903-38 (reprinted in 1972 as Indian Treatie.). 

Klein, B. and OanielIcolari, eds., Reference 
Encyclopedia of the American Indian, 1967. 
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I. Sooks And Articles - (Cont'd) 

o. General 

Ronda, J. P. and J. Axtell, Indian Missions 
(bibliography), 1978. 

Sutton, Imre, Indian Land Tenure: Biblio~raehical 
Essays and a GUlde to the Literature, 19 2. 

E. Sources of Support 

Annual Register of Grant Suoport, (published yearly). 

The Foundation Directory, (current edition). 

Handbook for American Indians: a listing of federal 
and non-federal agencies offering service. to 
American Indians. Available fro. the Sureau of 
Indian Affairs, ~ashington, o. C. 
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II. Historical and Anthropological Societies 

A. National 

American Anthropological Association 
1703 ~e~ Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 

American Association for State and Local History 
1400 8th Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

American Historical Association 
400A Street, S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

American Indian Historical Society 
1451 Masonic Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94117 

American Society for Ethnohistory 
Arizona State Museum 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

Organization of American Historians 
112 North aryan Street 
810omlnqton, Indians 47401 

a. Reg ional 

Central 3tates Anthropological Association 

Northeastern Anthropological Association 

~orthwestern Anthropological Association 

Southern Anthropological Association-

Southwestern Anthropological Association 

Each of the above regional associations can be reached: 

c/o American Anthropological Assoeiation 
1103 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 
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II. Historical and Anthropological Societies - (cont'd) 

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Cal Hornia 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Flor ida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Alabama Historical Association 
3121 Carlisle Road 
Birmingham, Alabama 35213 

Alaska Historical Society 
635 Alder Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Arizona Historical Society 
949 E. 2nd Street 
Tucson, Arizona 85719 

Arkansas Historical Association 
History Department 
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 

California Historical Society 
2090 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, California 94109 

State Historical Society of Colorado 
200 14th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Connecticut Historical Society 
1 Elizabeth Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06105 

Historical Society of Delaware 
50S M'arket Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 

Florida Historical Society 
University of South Florida Library 
Tampa, Florida 33620 

Georgia Historical Society 
501 Whitlker Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401 

Idaho State Historical Society 
610 Nort, Julia Davis Drive 
Boise, Ijaho 83706 
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II. Historical and Anthropological Societies - (cont'd) 

Illinois 

I:ldiana 

IOlola 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

!1ichigan 

Minnesota 

Illinois State Historical Society 
Old State Capitol 
springfield, Illinois 62706 

Indiana Historical Society 
140 ~. Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

State Historical Society of IOlola 
402 Iowa Avenue 
IOlola City, IOlola 52240 

Kansas State Historical Society 
Memorial Building 
120 ioIest 10th 
ropeka, Kansas 66612 

Kentucky Historical Society 
200-202 Broa~way 
Frankfort, Kdntucky 40601 

Louisiana Historical Society 
509 Cotton Exchange Building 
231 Carondelet 
Nelol Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

~aine Historical Society 
485 Congress Street 
portland, Maine 04111 

Maryland Historical Society 
201 W. Monument Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Massachusetts Historical Society 
1154 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02215 

Historical Society of Michigan 
2117 Washtenaw Avenue 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

Minnesota Historical Society 
690 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
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II. Historical and Anthropological Societies - (cont'd) 

~ississippl 

~issouri 

Montana 

NebraSKa 

Nevada 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 

North Dakota 

Mississippi Historical Society 
Post Office aox 571 
Jackson, ~ississippi 39205 

State Historical Society of Missouri 
Hitt and Lowry Street! 
Columbia, Missouri 65201 

Montana Historical Society 
225 N. Roberts 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Nebraska State Historical Society 
1500 R. Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Nevada State Historical Society 
1650 N. Virginia Street 
Reno, ~eyada 89503 

New Hampshire Historical Society 
30 Park Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

New Jersey Historical Society 
230 Broadway 
Newark, New Jersey 07104 

Historical Society of New Mexico 
1201 Madeira S. E., Apt. 193 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 

New York State Historical Association 
Lake Road 
Cooperstown, New York 13326 

North Carolina Literary and Historical 
Association, Inc. 

109 East Jon~s Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611. 

State Historical Society of North Dakota 
Liberty Memorial Building 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
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[I. Historical and Anthropological Societies - (cont'd) 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

South Dakota 

rennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Ohio Historical Society 
1-71 and 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Ok13homa Historical Society 
2100 ~. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Ore~on Historic31 Society 
1230 S. W. Park Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97205 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
1300 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

Rhode Island Hi3torical Society 
52 Power Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02906 

South Carolina Historical Society 
100 Meeting Street, Fireproof Building 
Charleston, South Carolina 29401 

South Dakota State Historical Society 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Memorial Building 
East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

Tennessee Historical Society 
403 7th Avenue, North 
~ashville, Tennessee 37219 

Texas State Historical Association 
Sid Richardson Hall 2/306 
University Station 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Utah State Historical Society 
603 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 

Vermont Historical Society 
State Street 
~~ntpelier, Vermont 05602 
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II. Historical and Anthropological Societies - (cont'd) 

virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

wyoming 

Virginia Historical Society 
428 North Boulevard 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Washington State Historical Society 
315 North Stadiu~ way 
Tacoma, Washington 98403 

West Virginia Historical Society 
400 East Wing, State Capitol 
Charleston, West virginia 25305 

State Historical Society ot Wisconsin 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 

Wyoming State Archives and History 
Depart~ent 

Barrett Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 
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III. Libraries and Record Centers 

The Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. 20540 

The ~ational Archives 
Central Reference Service 
washington, D. C. 20408 

T~e Genealogical Society of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

50 East North Temple 
Salt LaKe City, Utan 84150 

The National Anthro?ological Archives 
Department of Anthro?ology 
National ~useum of Natural History 
Smithsonian Institut.on 
washington, D. C. 20560 

Yale Collection of Western Americans 
Yale University Library 
New Haven, Connecticut 06520 

rhe Newberry Library Center for the History 
of the American Indian 

60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Bancroft Library 
University of California at8erkeley 
Berkeley, California 94720 

~ew York City Public Library 
New York, New York 10022 

The Peabody Museum 
narvard University 
11 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
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IV. State Archives 

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Oelaware 

Florida 

Alabama Department of Archives' History 
624 washington Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 

Archives and Records Management 
Division of General Services 
Department of Administration 
Pouch C 
Juneau, Alas~a 99811 

Department of Administration 
Division of ~ibrary, Archives and 

Publ ic Records 
1700 West Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Arkansas History Commission 
300 West Markham Street 
~ittle Rock, Arkansas 72201 

California State Archives 
Office of the Secretary of State 
1020 o. Stre~t 
Sacramento, California 95814 ~ 

Division of Archives and Public Records 
Department of Administration 
1530 Sherman Street • 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Archives, History and Genealogy Unit 
Connecticut State ~ibrary 
231 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

Bureau of Archives and Records Management 
Division of Archives, History and 

Records Management 
Department of State 
The Capitol 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 
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IV. State Archives - (cont'd) 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Deoartment of Archives and History 
Secretary of State 
JJO Capitol Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgl3 30334 

Idaho State Hlstorical Society 
610 North Julia Davis Drive 
SOlse, Idano 83706 

Illinois Stat.! Archives Division 
Office of the Secretary of State 
~rchlves BUil(ling 
Springfield, :llinois 62706 

Arcllives Division 
Indiana State Library 
140 North Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

State Historical Department 
Hlstorical Museum and Archives Division 
Historical Building 
East 12th and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Archives Division 
Kansas State Historical Society 
Memorial Building 
120 West 10th Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 

Division of Archives and Records 
Department of Library and Archives 
851 ~ast Main Street 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

State Archives and Records Service 
Office of the Secretary of State 
P. O. Box 44422 
Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Maine State Archives 
Library, MuseuM, Archives Building 
Augusta, Maine 04330 
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IV. State Archives - (cont'd) 

Maryland 

Massacnusetts 

:-1ichigan 

.'1inneso~a 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

:-Iontana 

Nebrask.s 

Hall of ~ecocds Commission 
P.o. Bo( 828 
St. John's Street and College Avenue 
Annapoli :l, Maryland 21404 

Archives of the Commonwealth 
Office 0: the Secretary 
State HO'..lse 
Boston, llassachusetts 02133 

State Archives 
Michigan Historical Division 
Department of State 
State Archives Library 
3405 North Logan Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

Minnesota Historical Society 
State Archives 
117 University Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Archives and Library Division 
Mississippi Department of 

Archives and History 
Archives and aistory Building 
100 South State Street • 
P. O. Box 571 
Jackson, MiSSissippi 39205 

Records Management' Archives Service 
Office 0: the Secretary of State 
P. O. Box 778 
1001 Industrial Drive 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

Montana lJistorical Society 
225 Nortll Roberts Street 
aelena, Ilontana 59601 

State Ar<:hives Division 
State Hi:;torical Society 
1500 R. :;treet 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 
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IV. State Archives - ( cont'd) 

~evada 

~ew Hampshire 

~ew Jersey 

New Mexlco 

~ew York 

~orth Carolina 

~orth Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Division of State, County, 3nd 
~unicipal Archives 

Secretary of State 
C3Pltol aUllding 
C3rson City, ~evada d9701 

~ew Hampshire Division of 
Records ~anagement and Archives 

71 South Fruit Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

Archives and History Bureau 
~ew Jersey State Library 
185 West State Street 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

New Mexi<;o Records Center 
and Archives 

404 Montezuma Street 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

New York State Library and Education 
Building 

~anuscripts and History Section 
Albany, :Iew York 12225 

Archives and Records Section 
Department of Archives and History 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 

St3~e Historical Society of North DaKota 
Liberty Memorial Building 
Bismarck, North Dakota SdS01 

Archives and Library 
Ohio Historical Society 
I-71 and 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Division of Archives and Records 
Oklahoma Department of L 
200 N. E. 18th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
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IV. State Archives - (cont'd) 

oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

South DaKota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Archive. Division 
Secretary of State 
1005 Broadway N. E. 
Salem, Oregon 97310 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission 

Post Office Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Archives Division 
Office of the Secretary of State 
Room 314, State Hou.e 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History 

Post Office Box 11, 188 
1430 Senate Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

Archive. Resource Center 
Records Management Building 
East Highway Bypa.s 
Pierre, South Oakota 57501 

Tennessee State Library , Archive. 
403 7th Avenue North • 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

Archive. Division 
Texa. State Library 
~ox 12927, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

State Archives , Records Services 
Department of Finance 
Room 8-4, State Capitol Building 
Salt LaKe City, Utah 84114 
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IV. State Archives - (cont'd) 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West Virginia 

ioIisconsin 

Wyoming 

Public Records Division 
Agency of Administration 
State Administration Building 
133 State Street 
~ontpe1ier, Vermont 05602 

Archives Division 
Virginia State Library 
12th and Capitol Streets 
Richmond, Virginla 23219 

Division of Archlves , Records 
Management 

Department of Gelleral Administration 
Washington State Archives , Recor~' 
Cen te r Bu ild ing 
12th and Washington Streets 
Olympia, Washington 98501 

Department of Archives and aistory 
400 East State Capitol 
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Division of Archives, Manuscripts 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 

Archives and Historical Department 
Archives, Records Management and 

Centralized Microfilm Division 
State Office Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 
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Sa.ple tetter requestinq Professional Assistance 

Dear Sir: 

I reoresent a group of Indi~n descendants which would like 
to p~esent a petition to the Depart~ent of the Interior to 
secure Federal acknowledgment that our group exists as an 
American Indian tribe. The petition requires considerable 
anthropological and historical research. We must prove, 
among other things, that we have maintained a substantially 
continuous existence as a group since historical times and 
that others have also identified us as American Indian or 
abor ig ind. 

We feel that our request would have a better chance of 
success if we had professional assistance. We would 
greatly appreciate help from members of your faculty 
or graduate student body. If any of them are interested, 
please ask them to contact me for further information. 

The (name of group) _ thank you.for your help 
in this utter. 

Sincerely, 

(name) 
(title) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

wASHINGTON, D.C. 202.0 

Dear Petitioner and lnter.,sted Party: 

The Federal Acknowledgment staff's review of !Ome of the initi&! petitions 
submitted {Of" considention hu brousht out !Ome problem are .. ~bo<Jt which 
petitioners should be a""are. This lener should be ~tt~ched to yow copy of the 
guidelines and considered u ~ part of them. 

The followinl are specific problem areu \IIl\lch have been encolrltered. 

I. PETITION CERTIFICATION 

The petition should be cet"tified u the official petition by the group and 
the certification should be signed by the Iroup's sovemini body or 
appropriate tribal officials. 

2. ME!.1 BERSHIP LIST CER TIFICA TION 

The group's membet"ship list should have .1 separate but similar 
certification signed by the governin" body 0(' Ine,nbership committee. 

3. INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE MEMBERSHIP LISTS 
• 

The staff has found cases in which groups have omitted the name, of 
substantial numbers of people \llho\llet"e previously considet'ed membef"s. 
This gives the appearance that the group does not knllw its membership 
0< ;nay ~ c;eiiberately exdudinl !Ome members for one reason or 
anothet". 

To present the dearest picture, the group should discuss in its petition 
any chan,,,, it has made in its membership requirements and the effect 
these chan," have had on their membef"ship. The importance of 
submittin, • complete membership list with the petition cannot be 
emphasized too stron&!y. 

It I.s extremely important to review the membersl\lp JIst to in,...e that 
all thoM included meet the youp's membership requirements. If the 
group is federally ackno\lliedled. the memberJhip lilt could loBially 
become the group's base roll for Bureau purposes. 
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~. PU8LICATION OF MEM8ERSHIP LISTS 

The acknowledgment relulations define a member of an Indian group as 
an individual who is recognized by an Indian group as meetins its 
membership criter ia and who consents to being listed as a member ot 
that group. The list of names submitted by the govern ins body u 
members of the group will, therefore, be published in a local newspaper. 
This will give individuals who do not wish to be included an opponunity 
to have their names removed tro,n the list. Individuals whose names 
are not induded on the published list, but who wish to be included, 
should take the matter up with the group's lovemin, body. 

~. NARRATIVE HISTORY 

Some petitions contain a collection of documents but have no 
explanation or narrative history of the petitioner. A narrative history 
of the group is needed to ensure that reviewers I6lderstand the 
relevance of the cIocI.ITIents submitted. Footnotes or citations should 
show where the evidence used came from. 

6. GAPS IN RESEARCH 

One of the most serious problems found in some of the early petitions is 
the failure to relate the modern ,roup to the historical tribe from 
which the group traces. Some groups have provided good information 
concerning early periods of their history but have failed to show how 
the modern sroup traces back to the historical tribe. It is especially 
important to show how the moldern group evolved !loth socially and 
politically from the oriCinal tribe. Large generat ion-sized gaps should 
be avoided or tharoushly explained. 

7. DESCRIPTION OF MODERN GROUP 

Several of the petitions currently under study by the Acknowledgment 
staff do not adequately cIe<lcribe the group today or do IIot provide 
enou&h evidence to support the description. Evidence is needed to show 
that a sizeable number of the sroup's members live close enou,h to 
each cntw to meet, usedate and conduct trilMl business on a regular 
basis Md that they do so. The petition should desc:ribe how the group 
operateS today lOdaily and politically. Explanation and examples 
shouJd be provided of how leaders are selected and how decisions are 
made and carried out. 



Cueful attention should be liven to the areas described above. If you are 
havina trouble comp1etina ..... ork in any area of the petition for your group. 
pJeue contact the Federal Ackno ..... ledgment staff and discuss your problems 
with them. 

Actina Deputy Commiss 

• 
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"I U't.Y ~TO: 

Cnited States Depart.:nent of the Interior 
BCRE.-\C OF 1:';Dr. ..... " MF.\IRS 

W.-\SHL'GTO:-'-, DC. 20N3 

Tribal Government Services 
"'UG 3 0 1!7! 

Dear Petitioner arid Interested Party: 

Section 5~.7(e) of the acknowledgment regulations sets out the types of documents 
acceptable to the Secretary to establish Indian arlcestry of members of a. 
petitioning group. 

Our initial experience with petitions for Federal acknowledgment indicates that 
documentation of the genealogical DOrtion is causing major delays in submission 
arid processing. In arI effort to speed up the process arid to reduce the petitioner's 
workload, we are modifying the procedure for harldiing the genealogical portion of 
the petition. 

It will not be necessary to send copies of the genealogical documentation such as 
birth certificates, marriage licenses, bible records, etc., with the initial submission 
of the petition. We will, however, need to have the foHowing included in the initial · 
submission: 

1) a copy of the group's present governing document or a 
statement describing the group's membership criteria in 
full; 

2) each of the group's past arid present membership lists; 

J) arI Individual History Chart for each adult member of the 
group; arid, . 

4) an Ancestry Chart for each family or group of families who 
trace their descent from a common ancestor. 

Following. review of items one through four above, the Federal Acknowledgment 
stat! will contac:tthe group's leader(s) for detailed genealogical documentation of 
selected familles. At that time the petitioner should provide the neceSlary 
documentation as soon as possible. Delay in ?"oviding the documents will delay 
processin8 of the petition. Failure to provide the necessary documents Carl 
contribute to a recommenda tion against acknowledgment. 

This letter should be a t~ac~ed to your copy of the guidelines and considered as a 
part of them. 
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If you have questions, please feel free to contact the Acknowledgment stat! 
6rectly at (703) 23'-2360 or '.l/rite Commissior.er, Bo.;reau of Indian ,"Halrs, 1951 
Constitution Avenue,:-<. W., Washington, D. C. 2a2C;5. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner 
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L'nited States Department of the Interior 
BL'REAL" O f I:"DI. ... \; AHAIR S 

WASHI:"CT O:". D C 202~5 

Tribal Governrrent Servi ces - AR 

rear Petitioner: 

Incl uded in the "Regulat ions, Guide l ines ard FOl i cies for Federal 
Ackna.IledgIrent as an American Irdi an Tribe" are three saJll)le optional 
f o nns to assist pet i tioning groups i.'1 gatherirq the infonnation needed 
=:1Ce...", .. :_ng t..~e g!"C'Jp's =t r.ernbe..rs as well as genealcqical information 
=nc::e.rn.i.n:3' the members ancestry_The three optional forms are t:iUed 
''Membership Roll," "Arcestry C'.art," ard "Irrli v idual History Olart _ " If 
you are =nsidering using t.'1ese optional foms as part of your documented 
petition. please be advised that you should use the forms with the new 
expiration date of May 31, 1993. 

There has been no change in the f Orr.<lt: o f the fonns, only the number 
identifying the fonn has changed_ For your convenience, we are enclosing 
saJll)les of the forms with the new expiration date (ct1B No. 1076-0104, 
expiration date May 31, 1993, BIA-8304, 8305, and 8306) whidl can be 
reprcduced by yO-! as nee::led_ If yoo have already filled O-lt (the) forms 
(with the old) having an earlier date [of) Le_, Septe.'ltler 30, 1989 or May 
31, 1990, do not transfer that data to the new forms. We sugjest that yoo 
use the new forms for enterirq any data frem this point for.waro. 

The three saJll)le optional f onns were designed only m assist gro..IpS that 
did not have forms for gathering the necessary information required in 
Section 83_7(e) of the Ac.knc:lwledgIrent requlations. Section 83.7(e) 
requires that a petitioning gruJp p'OIIide a =rent list of all mentlers as 
well as genealcqical information =rcernirg the nerbers' ancestry. The 
data be~ gathered is used by the Ac.knc:lwledgIrent staff to verify family 
relationships within the gruJp, to detennine that the gruJp's l!!f!!Tbers are 
IrdJ.an and desoerded fran an histol"icol tribe or tri.bes which c:xr.:I::ined, 
are not substantially enrolled in other Irrlian tribes, and have not 
in:iiviclually or as a grc:..lp been terminated or otherwise foroiclden the 
Federal relationship. Instructions for crnpleting these forms can be 
fO-lrd in the ''Regulations, Guidelines, and FOlicies for FOOeral 
Ackna.Iledgnent as an American Irrlian Tribe" on pages 11 thrc:u3h 16 and 43 
through 48. 

If yO-! have any questions' at:xJut the use of these forms, please feel free 
to =ntact the AcI<r'lowledg::'ent staff directly at (202) 208-3592 or write to 
them at B.lreau of Irrlian ;0.: fa irs , Mail Stop 2614-MIB, 18th & c streets, 
N_W., Wa.shirqton, D_C. 2 '~ : ~ ) , Attention: Branch of Ac:knowla.qnent and 
Researd1. 

Sincerely, 

~ .r' 
~. 

Olief, Division of Tribal GovermIent 
Services 
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