PIA 2015

Realty Presentations: Presenter Bios

LTRO Introduction:

Beth Winstrom, Chief, Land Titles and Records Office
Hearth Act:

Cynthia J. Morales, (Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma) Realty Specialist, has been with the Bureau of Indian Affairs since 2007.  She is currently employed by the BIA’s Washington DC Central Office, serving as the Coordinator and Liaison for matters concerning tribal regulations submitted for Secretarial approval under the Hearth Act.
Sandra Dietz. Realty Officer, Great Lakes Agency is enrolled with the Bad River Tribe, has been working for the BIA since 2002.  Starting in Land Consolidation and then Real Estate Services since 2005.  Sandy supervises 6 Realty staff experts within Acquisition & Disposal, ROW, Leasing and Mortgaging for all tribes under the jurisdiction of the Great Lakes Agency.

Tribal TAAMS Overview:
Sandra Dietz. Realty Officer, Great Lakes Agency is enrolled with the Bad River Tribe, has been working for the BIA since 2002.  Starting in Land Consolidation and then Real Estate Services since 2005.  Sandy supervises 6 Realty staff experts within Acquisition & Disposal, ROW, Leasing and Mortgaging for all tribes under the jurisdiction of the Great Lakes Agency.

Realty Officer Updates:

Diane Baker, Realty Officer, Midwest Regional Office 

Sandra Dietz. Realty Officer, Great Lakes Agency is enrolled with the Bad River Tribe, has been working for the BIA since 2002.  Starting in Land Consolidation and then Real Estate Services since 2005.  Sandy supervises 6 Realty staff experts within Acquisition & Disposal, ROW, Leasing and Mortgaging for all tribes under the jurisdiction of the Great Lakes Agency.

Esther Thompson, Realty Officer, Michigan Agency

Anne Garrigan, Lead Realty Specialist, Minnesota Agency is an enrolled member of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians.  Anne started as a contractor through the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe in 2003, in the Real Estate Services Branch as a Realty Clerk.  In 2006, she was hired as a Realty Specialist for the BIA, Minnesota Agency, in acquisition and disposal, and leasing for the six Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Bands.  In 2013, she became a Lead Realty Specialist. 
National F2T Roadshow & Realty Updates; National Regional Solicitor Updates:

Diane Baker, Realty Officer, Midwest Regional Officer
Paula Hart, Deputy Director, Office of Indian Gaming Management
Robin White is an enrolled member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge, South Dakota.  She earned a Bachelor of Science degree (2005) in Planning, Public Policy & Management and a Masters degree (2009) in Public Administration at the University of Oregon (go Ducks!).  Early in her career, Robin worked 15 years for the Oglala Sioux Tribal Land Office, serving as Tribal Land Director for 7 years.  She later served as Project Coordinator for the Inter-Tribal GIS Council, helping Tribes network on resource and data management. In November 2009, she accepted a position with the BIA Northwest Region as a Realty Specialist, where she assisted with easements, fee to trust transactions and other real estate services for 45 Tribes in the Pacific Northwest.  In January 2014, Robin started working as the Associate Chief, Division of Real Estate Services, Office of the Deputy Bureau Director, Trust Services, Washington DC.    

Russell Baker, Supervisory Realty Specialist, is an enrolled member of the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma. From 2002 to 2008, he worked as a Legal Instruments Examiner for the BIA’s Land Titles and Records Office in Aberdeen, South Dakota.  From 2008 to 2009, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Real Estate Services, Great Plains Regional Office.  From 2009 to 2010, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Fee to Trust, Midwest Regional Office. From 2010 to 2015, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Real Estate Services at the Midwest Regional Office and rejoined the Division of Fee to Trust in February as a Supervisory Realty Specialist. Russell graduated from Dartmouth College in 1997 with a B.A. in English and attended the University of Kansas School of Law from 1997 to 1999.
Jennifer “Gigi” Christopher, Attorney Advisor, Department of the Interior, Office of the Solicitor Division of Indian Affairs, Branch of Environment & Lands 
Kara Pfister, Attorney, Department of the Interior, Office of the Solicitor Division of Indian Affairs, 

graduated from the University of Florida with a B.S. in Journalism (1985) and a J.D. (1988). She began her career with the U.S. Department of Justice providing legal research services to U.S. Attorneys’ Offices nationwide and to federal agencies as requested.  In 1991, she joined the U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of the Solicitor, working in the Division of Surface Mining. While serving in D.C., she transferred to the Division of Indian Affairs where she served first in the Branch of Environment, Land, and Minerals and then in the Branch of General Indian Legal Activities. In 1997, she transferred to the Twin Cities Field Solicitor’s Office where she enjoys a diverse practice which includes all aspects of federal Indian law, land acquisition guidance for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and cross-cutting areas of federal practice such as the Federal Tort Claims Act and the Freedom of Information Act. 

Ms. Pfister will provide an administrative case law update for fee-to-trust decisions issued by the Interior Board of Indian Appeals in 2014 and through early 2015.  She will cover various issues including the standard of review in fee-to-trust cases, aspects of legal standing, on-reservation and off-reservation analysis for purposes of Part 151, and the IBIA’s interpretation of “contiguous” for purposes of the latter analysis. 
Field Solicitor

Tony Sullins is the Field Solicitor for the Twin Cities Field Office.  Tony is a graduate of the University of Wyoming College of Law, and began his legal career as a member of the 1992 Solicitor's Honors Program in Washington D.C..  During 14 years as an attorney in the Solicitor's Office, Tony has represented BIA, Fish and Wildlife Service, and several other Interior Department agencies in a wide variety of legal matters.  Tony also gained management experience as a FWS Field Office Supervisor, so he has experience as a "client" of the Solicitor's Office.  He is delighted to continue his legal practice in the Solicitor's Office, where he and his staff of attorneys continue to serve the legal needs of Interior Department agencies including two Regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
Reservations Proclamations:

Russell Baker, Supervisory Realty Specialist, is an enrolled member of the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma. From 2002 to 2008, he worked as a Legal Instruments Examiner for the BIA’s Land Titles and Records Office in Aberdeen, South Dakota.  From 2008 to 2009, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Real Estate Services, Great Plains Regional Office.  From 2009 to 2010, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Fee to Trust, Midwest Regional Office. From 2010 to 2015, he worked as a Realty Specialist for the Division of Real Estate Services at the Midwest Regional Office and rejoined the Division of Fee to Trust in February as a Supervisory Realty Specialist. Russell graduated from Dartmouth College in 1997 with a B.A. in English and attended the University of Kansas School of Law from 1997 to 1999.
Leasing/HUD/Economic Development

Sandra Dietz. Realty Officer, Great Lakes Agency is enrolled with the Bad River Tribe, has been working for the BIA since 2002.  Starting in Land Consolidation and then Real Estate Services since 2005.  Sandy supervises 6 Realty staff experts within Acquisition & Disposal, ROW, Leasing and Mortgaging for all tribes under the jurisdiction of the Great Lakes Agency.

Courtney Gesinger, Realty Specialist, Midwest Regional Office 

Pamela Vande Venter, Realty Specialist, Great Lakes Agency

Thomas Wright is the Director, Office of Loan Guarantee for the Office of Native American Programs at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in Washington DC.
Dan Fritz has been involved in the banking industry and real estate lending since 1991. He currently works at Bay Bank as a mortgage lender specializing in HUD Section 184 loans. He has worked for 7 years as an originator and underwriter for HUD Section 184 loans.
Tanya Krueger has been involved in the banking industry since 1998. She currently works at Bay Bank as a mortgage lender specializing in HUD Section 184 loans. She has worked for nearly 8 years as an originator and underwriter for HUD Section 184 loans.
David Schwobe, Single Family Housing Program Director, Rural Development United States Department of Agriculture
Alsace LaFromboise, Southwest Asst.  Zone Manager, Division of Capital Investment, Indian Energy & Economic Development

Land Buy- Back Program:
Santee Lewis is one of three Senior Advisors on Tribal Relations with the Department of Interior's Land Buy-Back Program (Buy-Back Program). As a Senior Advisor, Ms. Lewis is dedicated to improving tribal relations by working closely and collaboratively with tribal governments to guide Program implementation on each reservation in accordance with a location's unique needs and priorities. Ms. Lewis joins the Buy-Back Program following the dual completion of a Juris Doctor from the University of New Mexico School of Law and a Masters of Business Administration from the University’s School of Management. Her previous legal experience includes clerking for the Native American Rights Fund and the Department of the Interior’s Office of the Solicitor, Southwest Region. Ms. Lewis spent years serving as an auditor focused on Indian trust issues and compliance at organizations such as KPMG, LLP, Chickasaw Nation Industries, Arctic Slope Regional Corporation, and for the Navajo Nation. Ms. Lewis is a member of the Navajo Nation.[image: image1.png]



Iris Crisman Deputy Director, Buy-Back Valuation Program, Office of Appraisal Services, Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians, holds the position as the Deputy Director of the Office of Appraisal Services, Land Buy-Back Program (OAS/LBBP), since July, 2013.  Ms. Crisman has served for 15 years in the federal civil service with eight of those years working for the Department of Energy as a customer/tribal account executive, and Senior Appraiser.  Ms. Crisman has 25 years of experience in the appraisal and real estate industry. Prior to taking the position as the Deputy Director of the OAS/LBBP, she was the Deputy Director of Office of Appraisal Services overseeing and managing the 12 regional appraisal offices across the United States.  She has also held positions as the Regional Supervisory Appraiser for the Navajo and the Pacific Regions. Ms. Crisman has worked not only within the federal government in appraising, land use planning and real estate, but also in the university academia, the private sector and employed internationally to include Germany and the Netherlands- Antilles.  Ms. Crisman is an enrolled member of the Spokane Tribe and holds a Certified General Appraiser license.  She holds a bachelor’s degree from Washington State University and a Master’s degree from the University of Iowa in Urban and Regional Planning. 

Land Buy- Back Program Acquisitions:

Jodi Camrud, Director, Acquisition Center, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Land Buy-Back Program
Gaming: Revenue Allocation Plans/General Welfare 
Debra DeLeon was born and raised on the Menominee Indian Reservation in Wisconsin and is a member of the Menominee Indian Tribe. Debra graduated from the University of Wisconsin Green Bay in 1984 with a Degree in Social Change and Development. In 2005, she received her Master’s Degree in Management and Organizational Behavior from Silver Lake College.  Debra accepted a position as the Management Analyst with the Office of Indian Gaming in December of 2012.  Prior to the Office of Indian Gaming, Debra worked for Master Key Consulting in various positions, under contract with the National Institute of Health and the National Institute for Literacy.  Debra also served as the Deputy Executive Director for the Menominee Tribal Gaming Commission, and as a Probation/Parole Agent for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections.

Nancy Pierskalla, Deputy Director, Office of Indian Gaming
Denise Turner Walsh is the Attorney General of the Rincon Band of Luiseño (Payomkowishum) Indians located on the Rincon Reservation in Southern California.  Attorney General Walsh represents the People of the Rincon Band in civil matters in tribal, state and federal administrative proceedings and before tribal, state and federal courts to support, defend and advance the rights and interests of the Tribe, its agencies, arms and enterprises.  Her career in Indian law began as clerk to the Chief Judge of the Colville Tribal Court in Nespelem, Washington.  She went on to serve for more than five years as a staff attorney at the Native American Program Oregon Legal Services before entering private practice in 2007 and returning to California in 2011.  She is a member of the Oregon State Bar, the New Mexico State Bar and the California State Bar and is also member of the Indian Law Section of the Federal Bar Association.  She received her Bachelor of Arts from the University of California Los Angeles and her Juris Doctor from the University of California Hastings College of the Law.

Gaming: Tribal, State Gaming Compacts- The Good, the bad, and  the Undesirable 

Troy M. Woodward was born and reared on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in northwest Montana.  Mr. Woodward is Blackfeet and Little Shell Chippewa.  He graduated from BYU in 1998 and from Harvard Law School in 1991.  Mr. Woodward began his legal career with the Office of the Solicitor at the Department of the Interior working on Indian gaming issues--specifically Indian lands opinions for gaming.  Upon leaving the Department Mr. Woodward served as in-house counsel for the Coushatta Tribe and later as General Counsel for Blackfeet where he worked on treaty issues, tribal jurisdiction and economic development for the Tribe.  

Mr. Woodward entered private practice in 2003 to 2012, representing Tribes from Montana, California, Oklahoma, New York, Massachusetts and Michigan.  Mr. Woodward’s practice also included significant pro bono work for individual Indian clients in tribal court.  In December of 2012 Mr. Woodward accepted a position as the Senior Policy Advisor for the Office of Indian gaming.
Debra DeLeon was born and raised on the Menominee Indian Reservation in Wisconsin and is a member of the Menominee Indian Tribe. Debra graduated from the University of Wisconsin Green Bay in 1984 with a Degree in Social Change and Development. In 2005, she received her Master’s Degree in Management and Organizational Behavior from Silver Lake College.  Debra accepted a position as the Management Analyst with the Office of Indian Gaming in December of 2012.  Prior to the Office of Indian Gaming, Debra worked for Master Key Consulting in various positions, under contract with the National Institute of Health and the National Institute for Literacy.  Debra also served as the Deputy Executive Director for the Menominee Tribal Gaming Commission, and as a Probation/Parole Agent for the Wisconsin Department of Corrections.
Rights-of-way:
Tony Sullins is the Field Solicitor for the Twin Cities Field Office.  Tony is a graduate of the University of Wyoming College of Law, and began his legal career as a member of the 1992 Solicitor's Honors Program in Washington D.C..  During 14 years as an attorney in the Solicitor's Office, Tony has represented BIA, Fish and Wildlife Service, and several other Interior Department agencies in a wide variety of legal matters.  Tony also gained management experience as a FWS Field Office Supervisor, so he has experience as a "client" of the Solicitor's Office.  He is delighted to continue his legal practice in the Solicitor's Office, where he and his staff of attorneys continue to serve the legal needs of Interior Department agencies including two Regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
 

Andy Caulum is an Attorney-Advisor with the Office of the Solicitor, Division of Indian Affairs, at the United States Department of the Interior in Washington, D.C.  His practice areas include the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, the Tribal Transportation Program (formerly the Indian Reservation Roads Program), BIA Road Maintenance program, and economic development in Indian Country.  Before joining the Solicitor's Office in 2007, Andy operated Caulum Law Office, S.C., in Madison, Wisconsin, where his practice focused on tribal gaming and economic development, along with real estate and civil litigation.  He is a 1994 graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School, and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1990, also from the University of Wisconsin.

Todd Kennedy, Regional Road Engineer, Midwest Regional Office 
Mary E. DePerry is an enrolled member of the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin.  She received her B.S. degree in Business Administration from the University of Wisconsin-Stout.  In 2002, she was hired as a Realty Clerk for the Indian Land Consolidation Program.  In 2008, Mary accepted a Realty Specialist position at the Eastern Regional Office, where she gained knowledge and expertise with leasing, mortgages, and rights-of-way.  In July of 2014, she was excited to have the opportunity to move back to the Midwest and work with the Tribes throughout, the Midwest Region.  Mary is currently a Realty Specialist at the Midwest Regional Office.
Dena Ness, Realty Specialist at the Great Lakes Agency.  I have been with the Bureau for over 14 years, 11 of those years specializing in Rights-of-Way and Title Examination.  

