UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

AEX A A XAk AKX Ak A X Xk k% % k & ¥ xnews release

BUREAU COF INDIAN AFFAIRS Wilson - 343-9431
For Release OCTOBER 26, 1966

TWO APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED IN INDIAN BUREAU'S LEGISLATIVE LIATSON OFFICE

Forrest J, Gerard, a member of the Blackfeet Tribe of Montana, has been
appointed -Legislative Liaison Officer for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Robert
L, Bemnett, BIA Commissiomer, announced today.

Gerard had been chief of the Tribal Affairs Division of the Public Health
Service's Indian Health Division. In his new position he will be an advisor
to the Commissioner and Bureau officials on legislative matters and will analyze
pending legislation which would affect Indiang and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

A graduate of Montana State University, Gerard is an Alr Force veteran and
gserved with the Montana and Wyoming Tuberculosis and Health Associations before
joining the Public Health Service in 1957.

Gerard received the Indian Achievement Award of 1966 from the Indian Council
Fire, a Chicago based Indian interest organization, for his work in improving
Indian health.

Tast year he won a Fellowship in Congressional Operations sponsored by the

erican Political Science Association and the Civil Service Commission. Gerard,
41, lives with his wife and five children in Bowie, Md,

Assisting Gerard will be Larry M. Wheeler, recently appointed to the post
of Deputy Legislative Liaison Officer. Wheeler had been the Executive Clerk of
the United States Senate,

A Marine Corps veteran, Wheeler is a native of Georgila and a graduate of
the University of Georgia, He came to Washington in 1957 as an administrative
clerk for Senator Richard B, Russell of GCeorgia.

Wheeler, 33, lives with his wife and daughter in Alexandria, Va,.
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