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Thirty CL1octaw Indian students fran CL1OCtaw Central fligh ScllOOl, a Bureau
of Indian Affairs school at Philadelphia, Miss., sang songs of tile Choctaw,
Quapaw, KiOlia, Osage, Hopi, Acana Pueblo, and i-Javajo 'rribes in tileir Choctaw
costurres in an auditoriunlof tile Depar"t1rent of tile Interior, Washington, D.C.,
on May 4.

Their \iJashington, D.C., appearance foll~d one before the Southern
Division of the Music Educators ~~ational Conference, i'1orfolk, \I~a., May 3. To
appear before the Music Educators L~ational Conference tile group had to be
recamended by leading musicians. Tne C11octa\'l Chorus was recaL"lrended by tl1e
r,ussissippi State Supervisor of Music and the head of the music departn"ent of
the uni versi ty of Southern r..tississippi.

"Tl1e students learned their songs fran tl1e Indian cl1anters of the Clloctaw
rrribe." Jimi1ie Gibson, a Choctaw and principal of Clloctaw Central iligh School,
explained before an audience that ~lcluded b'ureau of Indian Affairs and other
Departn81t of the Interior personnel as well as the public.

Arrong the distinguished guests at the perfoDTlance YJere tuss t"li11na Victor,
a Choctaw Indian and an Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior, and Phillip
Martin, CllaiDTlan, Mississippi Choctaw Tribe.

The songs tl1e chorus sang were arranged by louis w. Ballard, a Quapaw-
Cherokee Indian who is a nlUSic curriculun specialist of tile Bureau of Inilian
Affairs who directs his efforts taIlard putting Arrerican Indian music in-to
bureau of Indian Affairs classr(X]:ns. Tl1e group also perfonred Choctaw dances.

AIrong the songs the group sang were the Quapaw Peyote Song, lfopi Com
Dance Song, Osage Soldier' 5 Song, Ponca War Dance Song, Acana Rain Dance Song,
and the i-Iavajo liappiness Song. Tl1e chorus was directed by Mirmie A. l-fand and
Cindy Brantley.

Dances included were the Fast War Dance, Turtle Dance, Wedding Dance,
Changing Partners, and \valk Danoo --all of the Choctaw Indian Tribe. DrunlS
and rattles acCX:R-npanied much of tl1e singing and dancing.

The C11OCtaW choral \AX)rk is a part of the Ti tie III progran1 under the
Elen-entary and Secondary EducatiorJ. Act. According to scl1ool Principal Gibson,
California Achieven-ent 'res.t grades for the pupils have slJ.a.-1n a clear correlation
between the arrount of music instruction rerei ved and iroproverrent in reading and
language sl~ills.
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Choctaw Indians still speak t..~e Choctaw language by preference and
learn English as a second language. Tl1e Cl)octaw language lacks many sounds
and many concepts ccmCDn in English. It also contains sOlU1ds that are not
contained in English and these 'tend to car~ over, into English expression.

The r,1USic program of the sch(X)1 is integrated with the language arts
and social studies program and music, singing, chants, and dancing are
orchestrated with literary, lristorical, and social events. The Cl1octaw
chants, dances, and rhyt1lIl1S are taped orreoorded for posterity.

Mrs. Mirurie Hand, the Bureau of India.'1 Affairs Choctaw music teacher
says: "I have seen the magic of music work f0;1:" ~ Choctaw cili.ldren. I have
seen them freed of 'inhibition as they dance, sing, and play small nelody
instrulTents. I have seen tllem lost in the rtoodof rffilSic, but I haven't
seen them lost in nusic that really reached thenr deep dOW11 until I learned
the Cl1octaw music and taught it to therr,."

Miss WilIna Victor, C<::mrel1ting upon the \i'lashington, D. C. perfonnance,
said: "I kIia.v of no other Ti tie III program tl1at has excelled tlle Choctaw
Central J:-ligh School cl10rus. I.. Miss Victor served on the advisory board t.~at
authorized the funding of the Choctaw c!10rus project under the Title IIIprogram.
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