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Preface

The relationship between the Indian tribes and the United States is one between
governments. This principle has shaped the entire history of dealings between the Federal
Government and the Indian tribes, and is embodied in the Constitution of the United States.

In 1998, President Clinton issued Executive Orders on Tribal Consultation and
Federalism. Both recognized the relationships between the Federal Government, States and
tribal governments, and both required Federal agencies to consult with State and Tribal
officials, respectively, in their development of regulations and policies that have Federalism
or tribal implications. .

On November 6, 2000, the President issued Executive Order No. 13175 on
Consultation and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments. This revised Order
expanded on the provisions of his original Order of May 14, 1998, to make it equivalent in
scope and procedure to his revised Order on Federalism. '

In a statement accompanying the release, President Clinton said,

“I reaffirm our commitment to tribal sovereignty, self-determination, and
self-government. This Executive Order builds on prior actions and
strengthens our government-to-government relationship with Indian
tribes and will ensure that ail Executive departments and agencies consult
with tribes as they develop policy on issues that impact Indian
communities.”

As contemplated by the Order, together, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Tribal
leaders, undertook a collaborative process to develop a consultation policy to guide the
government-to-government relationship between the Federal Government and the Indian
tribes. This collaborative effort has resulted in the ensuing Bureau of Indian Affairs
Government-to-Government Consuttation Policy.

In a statement describing the future relationships between the Indian tribes and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs, Kevin Gover said,

“We therefore begin this important work anew, and make a new
commitment to the people and communities that we serve, a commitment
born of the dedication we share with you to the cause of renewed hope
and prosperity for Indian country...Together, let us resolve that when our
future leaders gather to discuss the history of this institution, it will be
time to celebrate the rebirth of joy, freedom, and progress for the Indian
Nations. The Bureau of Indian Affairs was born in 1824 in a time of war
on Indian people. May it live in the year 2000 and beyond as an
instrument of their prosperity.”
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