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FY 1989 BUDGET PROTECTS CORE INTERIOR PROGRAMS, HODEL SAYS 2-18-88

INTERIOR ISSUES REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) TO CONTRACT FOR 2-19-88
INDIAN TRUST FUND FINANCIAL SERVICES

COST COMPARISONS FAVOR CONTRACTING OF INDIAN TRUST FUND MANAGEMENT

BARBER AND STEVENS REASSIGNED AS BIA AREA DIRECTORS

SWIMMER BACKS REPAIR OF HPL NAVAJO HOMES, WARNS AGAINST NEW
CONSTRUCTION IN THE AREA

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT SIGNS HISTORIC CONTRACT TO IMPROVE MANAGEMENT
OF $1.8 BILLION IN INDIAN TRUST FUNDS

DRUG SEIZURES ON PUBLIC LANDS AT RECORD LEVEL: Results of
Summer-Long Crackdown Released
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FY 1989 BUDGET PROTECTS CORE INTERIOR PROGRAMS, HODEL SAYS

Secretary of the Interior Don Hodel today announced an FY 1989
budget for the Department that maintains funding levels for the
Department”s key operating programs, improves management of the Nation”s
water resources and adds funds to help eliminate hazardous wastes and
contaminants affecting Interior activities.

The $6.56 billion budget is $600 million less than the FY 1988
budget enacted by Congress and is consistent with prior Interior budgets
for this Administration in that only the highest priority construction
and land acquisitiomn projects are proposed for funding. Almost half of
the decrease is in the area of land acquisition and non—-Reclamation
construction., About $3.5 billion has been appropriated in these areas
since 1980. Many of the remaining reductions are in the area of state
grant programs and lower priority research.

"Observers of past Administration budgets for Interior should find
few surprises in this proposal,” Hodel said. '"We have made decisions in
the budget which support the President”s goals for Interior while
continuing to meet the budget constraints necessary to reduce the
federal deficit. This is a responsible budget which emphasizes the
protection of existing resources and the upgrading of facilities and the
maintaining of the Department”s core programs.'

The proposal includes the largest budgets ever requested for the
operations of national parks, reclamation facilities, and the Minerals
Management Service. The request also maintains funding levels for the
operation of national wildlife refuges and fish hatcheries. Funds will
be used to better manage resources and to upgrade the interpretive and
visitor services at national park sites.

(More)
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The budget reflects the new direction of the Bureau of Reclamation,
announced in 1987, from an agency emphasizing construction of large
water projects to one emphasizing better water resource management and
environmental quality. Although funding for new construction is reduced
slightly, there is a $32 million increase to provide better management
and improved efficiency of existing facilities and to assure water and
power commitments to the beneficiaries are met. In keeping with the
Bureau”s new focus, 11 new studies will be funded in the areas of water
conservation, environmental protection and restoration, and more
efficient water management practices. These studies will explore non-
structural means that can help resolve the West”s water resource
problems. To carry out these changes, the Bureau is undertaking a
reorganization that will result in consolidating and moving certain
agency functions. This will involve a reduction of approximately 500
personnel by the end of FY 1989.

In 1987, the practice of funding approved reclamation construction
projects also changed from one of dividing funding shortages among all
projects to one of providing those projects closest to completion enough
funds to stay on schedule. The FY 1989 budget continues this '
philosophy, but also will make funds available for some projects whose
funds were constrained in FY 1988,

The Department will more than double its funding to address
hazardous materials problems on public lands. The increase is provided
for a Department-wide effort to resolve existing or potential problems
on lands for which Interior has responsibility. Funds are provided to
accelerate investigations and corrective actions on more than 200 sites
on lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management that could pose public
health or environmental problems. The Department will continue to
provide funding for the cleanup of contamination problems at Kesterson
National Wildlife Refuge, the San Joaquin Valley Drainage Program, and
for a Department-wide Irrigation Drainage Task Force.



