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INTERIOR INDIAN OFFICIAL TALKS BUSINESS WITH INDIAN CONTRACTORS
SEC WATT OVERHAULS MINERAL ROYALTIES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
MINERALS MGMT SERVICE TO PLAY KEY ROLE IN CURBING ROYALTY THEFTS
EARL BARLOW APPOINTED BIA AREA DIRECTOR IN MINNEAPOLIS
SEC WATT NAMES ACTING HEAD OF NEW MINERALS MGMT SERVICE

BIA OFFICIAL WILL NEGOTIATE TRANSFER OF SCHOOLS TO STATE SYSTEM

-BIA'S 1983 APPROPRIATION REQUEST IS $1.05 BILLION

INTERIOR BUDGET CALLS FOR INCREASED FUNDING OF NATIONAL PARKS,
WESTERN WATER, MINERALS DEVELOPMENT; ECONOMIES REQUESTED IN
MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES

INTERIOR ANNOUNCES CHANGES IN BIA ORGANIZATION

INDIAN AFFAIRS NAMES TEN DIRECTORS FOR CONSULTATION

NO SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN RESERVATION OIL PROJECT,
BIA SAYS.

INTERIOR OFFICIAL ANNOUNCES THAT INDIAN ART SCHOOL WILL CONTINUE
STEVENS NAMED BIA PHOENIX AREA DIRECTOR

BIA OFFERS TO CONTINUE OPERATION OF 21 VILLAGE SCHOOLS IN ALASKA
BIA ANNOUNCES HEARINGS ON PROPOSED SCHOOL CLOSINGS

BIA ANNOUNCES CLOSING OF UTAH OFFICE

REPORT ON INDIAN RES POPULATION AVAILABLE

PINE RIDGE, SD, INDIAN RES REVIEWED

NO SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN MICCOSUKEE OIL/GAS PROPOSAL

BIA WILL TRANSFER FIFTEEN SCHOOLS TO STATE SYSTEM

PROPOSED REGS ON PRIBILOF ISLANDS MEMBERSHIP ROLL ARE BEING PUBLISHED

BIA INVITED TO OBSERVE RED LAKE ELECTIONS

HEARINGS ON PROPOSED PAIUTE INDIAN RES PLAN ARE SCHEDULED

CROW TRIBE FOUND INSOLVENT

BIA PROPOSES REVISED REGS FOR HOOPA RES FISHING
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INTERIOR ANNOUNCES BIA REORGANIZATION

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FROM COUSHATTA INDIAN OIL': EXPLORATION PROJECT
NO ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM IN PROPOSED MAINE INDIAN TIMBER SALE

A SOURCE DIRECTORY ISSUED FOR AUTHENTIC NATIVE AMERICAN ARTS & CRAFTS

CROW TRIBE ENTERS AGREEMENT WITH BIA TO SOLVE FISCAL, ADMINISTRATIVE
PROBLEMS

‘FOUR BIA AREA DIRECTORS RECEIVE NEW ASSIGNMENTS

FISHING REGS FOR TREATY INDIANS IN FRASER RIVER FISHERY

WATT SEEKS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT FOR INDIAN WATER CLAIMS SUTTS;
WILL CREATE NEGOTIATING TEAMS AND ADVISORY GROUPS TO GUIDE SETTLEMENT

B Pollidy Arqudokn omw%ﬁstmsawmm Lesl

BIA PUBLISHES REGS ON PRTBILOF IS S MEMBERSHIP ROLL
PROPOSALS ADDRESS OVERSELECTED ALASKA LANDS
FISHING REGS FOR INDIANS OF HOOPA VALLEY RES PUBLISHED

MINERALS MGMT SERVICE EXTENDS DEADLINE FOR REPORTING PRODUCTION
STARTUPS

DRAFT REGULATION ON PROPOSED INDIAN INITIATIVES DISTRIBUTED

SECY WATT TO MEET WITH INDIAN LEADERS, GOVERNORS AND

INDUSTRY SPOKESMEN TO CONTINUE PROCESS OF RESOLVING
INDIAN WATER CLAIMS

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FROM CHOCTAW INDIAN OIL EXPLORATION ' PROJECT
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IN REPLY REFER TO!:

For Release January 13, 1982 Lovett (202) 343-7445

INTERIOR INDIAN OFFICIAL TALKS BUSINESS WITH INDIAN CONTRACTORS

The United States' top Indian official, Interior Assistant Secretary
Ken Smith, told 350 Indian businessmen January 13 that Indian reservations
need businesses that are "competent and competitive and are going to endure
to provide jobs and services for the community . . . because they earn the
money they make and they also earn respect.”

Smith, addressing the Minority Business Contractors Association of
North Dakota, stressed the importance to reservation communities of "well
managed, soundly established Indian enterprises." He said the reservations
do not need more government-funded make-work jobs.

A Wasco Indian who ran the very successful tribal enterprises of
the Warm Springs Reservation in Oregon before coming to Washington, D.C.,
last year, Smith has consistently told Indian groups they must be less
dependent on the Federal government. "We should use and develop our own
resources, break our addiction to easy-come, easy-go Federal money and
achieve real economic independence," Smith told the Indian contractors.

Smith said that he was seeking to establish a $10 million fund to
be used to help tribes plan and carry out development ventures with private
capital and in joint ventures with private industry. He said his plan would
“provide Indians with up-front expert examination of ventures before capital
is put at risk." He said the Indians need to build a record of successes to
bring back to "OMB and Congress if we hope to get additional funding of this
kind."

The Department of the Interior, Smith said, would continue to support
and implement the provisions of the Indian preference policy and the Buy
Indian Act, which permit the non-competitive awarding of government contracts
to Indian firms. He added, however, that these laws "can never be an excuse
for inferior or non-competitive performance."

Smith said the Indian businessmen had a special value and importance
in the Indian community. "Though you are bearing the risks and the burdens
as individuals, your success brings benefits to the whole Indian community."
Members of the North Dakota Minority Contractors Association, he said, did
more than $70 million in business in the past year.

Smith's itinerary included a visit to the Devils Lake Sioux Manufac-
turing Company on the Fort Totten Reservation in North Dakota and meetings
at Aberdeen, South Dakota and Minneapolis, Minnesota, with Bureau of Indian
Affairs area officials and with tribal leaders.
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SECRETARY WATT OVERHAULS MINERAL ROYALTIES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Interior Secretary James Watt today announced a major overhaul of the
Interior Department's decades-old system for collecting mineral royalties, to
assure recovery of an estimated $200 to $500 million a year in oil and gas
royalties believed unreported on Federal and Indian leases.

Watt's decisions, requiring realigned management, tighter internal
controls, more site inspectors, improved auditing, additional penalties, and
greater cooperation with States and Indian tribes, were adopted to implement 60
recommendations of the Commission on Fiscal Accountability of the Nation's
Energy Resources. Watt appointed the Commission last July to look into waste
and fraud in the royalty program, which now provides approximately $5 billion a
year for the Federal Treasury, mineral producing States and Indian tribes.
Projections indicate that royalty collections will top $14 billion a year by
1990.

"I have directed the Department to move aggressively to achieve or exceed
the goals of the Commission's recommendations," the Secretary said. "Orders
were issued earlier this week and implementation is now under way."

The Secretary noted that studies conducted by the General Accounting
Office, the Congress, State governments and the Indian communities dating back
to 1959 revealed serious allegations of waste, fraud and mismanagement in the
royalty collection program.



