OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN RFPLY REFER TO-

Christopher P. Sullivan, Esqg.

Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP
800 Boylston St., 25" Floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02199

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

JAN 2 8 2008

You have submiited on behalf of your client, the Nipmuc Nation, a request urging
the Secretary to refer to the Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs the sixteen issues that the
Interior Board of Indian Appeals remanded to him for consideration. The Department’s
acknowlcdgment regulations provide that the Secretary has the discretion to direct the
Assistant secretary - Indian Affairs to reconsider the determination based on the issues

remanded by the Board.

The Secretary has decided not to exercisc his discretion to direct additional

reconsideration by the Assistant Secretary.

David L. Bernhardt
Solicitor

CCl.

Interior Board of Indian Appeals
Assistant Sceretary — Indian Affairs
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