To Valeztino Hirmg, Ssg.,

fozlstrar of Lazds,

D.T.. TOddn ESQ!’
Racelver of Publio koniaas,

Jtate lLand ¢frice,
Crelousss, La,

Centlemon:

I'doez 1t wy duty, as an attornay for the Tunica irite of Indiang,
;%0 slate 1o you that these Indlans ars the odcupantz of the land in .
the previnca of Beyou Rouge., Tice out of mind thay have boen recog-
‘nizad bty the Spanish govarnzant as a tribde and the projer -ovnera of,
‘oaid land in the year 1772; that they have bsen encroached upon by

e — e e

Works Progress Administration, Survev of Feder:] Archives
Dy . P - 3 M -
~intado Papers, Vol. 20 (Louisiana State University, 1941)

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgement

e
in Louisiana,
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gha whna people sinco thae ostablishuent of tha Anayican aovernmont,

gud that they have now a very small part of their former. PoOssasalony.

rcmaining; that Lt 4ia abaolutely nscassery they should have some
crovislion suda o1 they will either be turned loose upon aoalety or
gtarva to daathj that instead of provision by the Azerican govern-
zact for tha guarantse of the rizht of those harmleas Indiana, thsir
landz ars now advzaertised to be sold for the bonafit cf that zovorn-
pent which is already deeply indsbted to them. I congidar it a xzls-
fortune of the Iadiang that thoir claims have not been kanown to the
governaent, It 1s the duty of tha governzent to inquirs into thsir
rights. Thers are Irdlian agenta appointed for that pwrposs, ard I
do ot think the Indians should forrfoii anything by neglect. It ig
difrerent with a pation or a tridbe and an individual - thao one has
right that the cthar has not. Tha Indians govern themselves crd the
titls tuv their landa is veated in them ax a nation, nnd ag such tha
Asertcan goverrnzent was bound to xnow that: whercas as an individual
holds hils title from ths government and deponds upon the govercaent
for the protectlon of his rights, the Indians were conscious of
thesir gocd title and of their power &s a nation to hold their lacdas,
Gf course, they never dreuzed until tco late of the necessity of
furthar ssouritr. It would be an act of justice and hwaanity in the
offica chargzed witia tha state of these lands - 1f conslstont with
lew - to stop tae sale until further instructionsg can be had {rea
the zovernmant, whan I have no doub? all will be aet right.

* Tho lands claided by the Indlana now offered for sale are tao
fractional southesst tart of section 25, section 25, and the east
nalf of section 27, townahip No. 2 south, range No. 4 east.
I an with reaspect, genilemen,
Your most obedlent and humble servant,
(3igned) G=0. GCATZH
Orelousag, Zapilambar 7. 1523.
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