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i DEPA.RTMENT‘S 1%2 ANNUAL REPORT m:srs SUBSTANTIAL CONSERVATION GAINS
New high lavels of c0naervation accomplishment desmgned to meet the 5

unpranedented and. still incraasing demanda belng plaeed on Amefiaa'a basieﬁ.f7"‘°
rapmd growth were outlined today in the Depart~ :f'

Vnatural resources by “the Nation'

' ment of the Interior 8 annual raport entitled "New Horizons in Natural Resource

Conservatlon W

oordlnate Federal recreation programs;: stimulatc and provida assistance to'ii‘
States’ in the development of recreation programe ;. spongor and conduct research
encouragea interstate and regional cooperative recreation projects -eonduct recre
tion resource surveys; and formulate a national recreation pla on the basis of

'atate regional and. Federal plang




» %he President, by Executive Order, established a Cabinet-level Recreation
Advisory Council--consisting of the Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture,
Defense, Health, Educetion end Welfare, and the Administrator of the Housing and .-
! Home Finance Agency-~to facilitate coordinated efforts among the VBTlOUS Federal
: agencies conearned with mutdoor recreation. :

: Praliminary haarings have paved the way for Congressional action on the o
President's request for establishment of & "pay-ag-you-go" Land Conservation Fund
~to finance acquisition of lands for conservetlon and recrestion purposes. :

e Congress suthorized use for recreation of facilitles at wildlife refuges and - :
Eai fish hatcheries provided it does not interfere with primary conservatlion objectives._-

S Important new legislation will permit the orderly movement of millions of S
-~ acres of sgriocultural land not. needed to produce food and fibers to recreational seih
~end ofher uama.v,‘r : o ‘ .

Water Eﬁgoq;gsg The aecand aession of the #7th Oongress authorimed tha
© $171 million Fryingpan-Arkensas project in Colorado and the $220 million San
% Juan-Chama and Navajo Indian irrigation projects in Colorado and New Mexico«-the .
. first time in the 60-year history of the Department's Bureau of Reclamation that

' Cﬁngress has approved two water regource prOJeots of this magaﬁtude in a single

_ if“* The Reclamation program reeahed its highest level in history with total '
ﬁ~expenditures of $347 million for ell ectivities in fiscel year 1962, o

S Gongreaaianel &pproval was givan to Federsl participation in: tha De]eware

. River Basin development program on a partnership basis with the States of Delaware,
' New Jersey, New York, snd Pennsylvenie--a project 1nvolving 8 potential billion 5
: T[dollar investment in water conservation projeots. : ’ e e

; Congressional authorization of @ $75 million expenditure through fiscal years
1962-1967 made possible a congiderably accelerated research end development s
program by the Department's Offiee of Saline Water, ;gk;; 3;__,;

> ‘_ wer: The Department has moved forward more rapidly in electric
pmwer developmentm«including aignifiaant inncvationa until reoently conaidered

ﬁ Today in the United States,'and throughout the world, we are at 8 "new
frontier" in electricity. Giant new generators are being built with a capaclty of
a mi]li@n or more kilowette, one. af which alone can produce enough power to eupply

*;Work ie being accelerated'by the Bonnelele Power Admlnistretian on tests
relating to high voltage direct current tranemission. Significently different
,*“ﬂm any tests previcusly undertaken in. the United Stateb,‘they will; in faoct,




'”pfovide data not yet avallable either here or in Furopé._ Whila direat currnnb

.. strung on towers in a manner similer tofalternsting current transmission lines.

: Approvel wesg given at the close of the second>session of the 87th Cohgress tok"k‘
. -congtruction of world's largest atomic power plont at Hanford, Washington, to- -
- utilize -steam from the Atomic Energy Commission's new production reactor.‘ :

Lo With en authorized 7—year advance of $105 mlllion to acquire Yand ahead of
‘rising prices, the Department has been enabled to move forward with a greatly

‘Ajresource

f;;ba added to the Nation' 8 wildlife and waterfowl eanotuaries.z

le Land Resources: An 18<month moratorium on most typed of nonmineral
‘catlons for publie lend, ordered in 1961, permitted time to reduce en cver»
aing backlog of such applications; to move forward with s long-needed :
inventory, evaluastion, and clagsification of public lands; and to review end =
- revise Departmental regulations end initiate 1egialative proposals necessary to
o modernlze the Nation's land laws. ; : : :

. The Department has considerably expanded its cooperatlve efforts wmth the -
Department of Agriculture to improve on timber sale prectices snd achieve a
further standardization of forest Inventory procedures. As a result, incressea of
~some 175 million board feet in the enmual allowsble harvest of western Oregon
5t1mber 1anda adminiatared by the Department of the Intariar hava baen made pomaibl

' The Department has submitted to Congress a eomprehensive program for modern
1zation of publie land laws, establishing new suthority to manage and»develop -
"the public land's natursl rescurces. The five-yeer program--with projections to
+1980-~reconmends major expensions of conservation projects on the public land
“ reserve and accelerated efforts to provide recreational facilitles, halt soil

er031on, and proteot forest :c'esml:tr.-cmzs.,-:_,E i . N

o For the first tima the nead to reverse the trand of:daterioration and to
build toward full sustsined yield production of the 194 milllon scres of range
resourcea administered by the Department has been placed in peraspectlve as a
‘ma jor national problem. - Over 500,000 scres of range lends have. received conqerva:
- tion treatment in the form of euah projects es brush control, aeeding, -water con
- trol gtructures, stookweter developmeriis, and {ences,

 ’transmiasion is used in Burope, notably in Sweden, most of it is under ground or ,,i;ai‘
under water. The Bonneville tests will be performed on insulators and conductors -

: §ggx¢wjjgb@miggﬂgggmﬂxlg;iﬁﬁ: 1t is egtimateﬂ “that one man in every four goes f i*f;f
- fishing today, one in every rive goaa hunting, und the p@rcentage is ﬁtill riaing, s i

accelerated progrem for the preservation of wildlife Bg a major recreational 7 ;;i ?‘fff:57

. Four new wildllfe refuges have been established~~in Ohio, Michigan, MiSSia“ '“2;;[5f;l
sippl,  and Georgie. 1In all, & total of well over 100,000 acres ia scheduled to o




7“?<expanding the uses of the Nation's great coal reserves, One of the most signifimé'\
. cant steps in this direction was taken with establishment in the Department of a-
- new Office of Coal Research, designed to complement the aéontinuing research . =

k’ﬂ interest stimulated by this action is shown in the fact that, gince its establish—

”_ In fiscal year 1962, contracts with a total value of nearly $3 million were

“ | }eqnlpment and transportatlon

. Bhelf marked a conservation landmark when some 80,000 acres of gubmerged lands

M'i{_’ing, ‘During the year, the Department conducted the largest competitive oil and
. gas leasing on the Outer Continental Shelf off Texas and Loulsiena--the largest

: Mine al and Energx Eesgurces While there are no easy answers in the - fleld -
I energy, major moves have been taken in recent months with the intent of '

programg of the Bureau of Mines with the partiocular aim of achieving break— u’ﬂ?’
throughs where posaible on a short-rdange, rather than long-range bagls, The

ment, the Office has received more than 250 research proposals from private
companies, individuals, research orgenizations, and educational institutions.

granted for research in the fields of coal prnduction,vutillzation, proc9331ng,

The firat Federal minera] leasihg on the Pacifio Coast Outer Pontinental «

off the ocoast of southern Californla were offered for sompetitive phosphate leas

o in terms of acreage offered and in the valua of revenue earned for the Federal
Government O e RS o ‘ e

L Fiscal year 1962 applicatlons for minerals exploraticn 3531stance 1ncrea5ed
! 175 percent over 1961 following the revision and streamlining of ité regulations
. by the Department's Office of Minerals Exploration, ineluding the addition of'

4 ld, sllver and 1ron ore ta the eligibllity list (SRR

: ; A menta: Sanrefary Udall 1ists similar advanoes, asgiated by
i{_algnificant inar&aeas in appropriations, in Indian affaira Territorial, 0ceanw
"ographic and other scientific programs, and eoncludes ik

Lol "The world has undergone mlghty changes since the days of ‘the early
~conservationigts,  Enormous population geins and swift technological

" development have combined to ereate resource pressures Whth would have
"been totally incenceivable gven a few decndes B0 D e

»""In “the past it wam sufficient to concentrata on resource manape~
“ment, to ourb waste and destruction. Today, while these elements of
-,amnservabion,xemain eggential, & vital new factor hes been addedwwthe
. need to apply the great discoveries of science to the taesk of 'creating'
'*,new resources. and enlarging the use. of those exlsting v .;¢

L "Obviously, a great deal remaing 1o be done 1n fulfilling our
fnatlonal conservatlon goals. A .

'}'"But ‘the progress of the past two years has p aoed s well on our
~way toward & record of achievement unmatchad gince the Admln;strations
of ‘the. two Roosevelhs,

"If current momentum is maintained--and it appears certain that i
~ will be in the years immediately ahead«-the Nation oun feel a new
. confldence in the adequacy of naturel resource supplies to meet the

rapidly growing needs both of today and tomorrow " .
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