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INFORMATION SERVICE

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

For Release JULY 30, 1959

INTERIOR ANNOUNCES RESULTS OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING ON ROYALTY RATES
FOR OIL AND GAS LEASES ON DISPUTED UTAH LAND

Acting Secretary of the Interior Elmer Fo Bennett today called attention to

the results of the first sale of oil and gas leases held by the Bureau of Indian

~ffairs on the basis of a fixed bonus of $500 per acre and competitive bidding on

the royalty rates. The bids were opened at vJindow Rock, Arizona, July 28.. The

total bonus offered at $500 per acre was $1,24.5p 500""

The land offered for lease comprises 3,291 acres in San Juan Count~, Utah, in

the "four corners" area, and is the subject of litigation between the United

States, as trustee for the Mavajo Tribe, and the State of Utah. Bidders were

warned in advance that the tracts were being offered "\-1i thout any warranty or

representation of good title and subject to acceptance by the duly authorized tri-

bal representatives. ll

Acceptable bids were received on 16 tracts totaling 2,491 acres.. The highest

per-acre royalty bid on one of the tracts was 77019 percent. The average royalty

bid per-acre was 48.3 percent and per-tract 46 ..99 percento

Final action has not yet been taken on the bids received~
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