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For R~lease to PMl s , OCTOBER 25, 1955

INDIAN BUREAU TO LAUNCH NEW ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAH 1,JITH Ji'IVg TRIBAL GROUPS

Adult Indians on res~rvations who missed the advantages of education in their
youth and are ~'10w handlcapped by lack of abUity to read, VJ!'ite, speak or under
stand the E:nglish langul\tge will be given an 0ppol'>tunity to develop these basic
skills undel' a ne~.r Indian Bureau PX'ogram announced tcday by Commissioner Glenn L.
Emmons.

The progrs,m win be initiated at five tribal jurisdictions v/here the need is
especially acute g Seminole (1f ]'lcJrida, Papago of Arizona, Rosebud Sioux of South
Dakota, Turtle Mowltain Chippewa of. North Dakota~ and Fort Hall (Shoshone-Bannock)
of rdaho~ Operations will begin at Seminole in the next few weeks and at the other
four. localities around the turn of the year<

IIFor many years,1! Commissioner Emmons explained, "I have felt that one of the
biggest factors holding Ind1.an people back and retarding their advancement has
been the lack of educational opportunities. Our first job) of coursey was to make
schooling available to all Indian youngsters of normal school age, and I am happy
to report that we are now within striking distance of that objective" The next
step is to provide some type of elementary schooB.ng for grown-up India,ns who
have never had this advantage~

IIThere are thousands of such people living on reservations today and their
needs were forcefully re-emphasized to me in Florida last December ~nlen Seminole
Indians on the reservations were almost unapimous in asking us for an adult educa
tion prlJgram~ These people~ like those on many other reservations, are at a
definite disadvantage because they are separated by a language barrier from the
modern world in which they find themselveso As a result, they have great diffi
culties in earning even a minimum livelihood and are not able to enjoy the kind
of benefits which most Americans take for granted,

lIThrough this new program we want to help these people so that they will be
able to broaden their opportunities for employment and improve the living standards
for their families. In my opinion, thall' needs represent a real challenge to the
Bureau and a great opportuni,ty for constructive accomplishment. II

While the pl:'ogramwill be limited initially to the five trtbal areas
mentioned) Mr. Emmon~ emphasized that it will be expanded later if satisfactory
results are achieved and the Indians of other tribes indicate an interest in such
operations 'I

No additional construction will be required as present faoilities will be
utilized.
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To: ;..11 Area Dirscrtors (~xeept. Juneau) and Supar1,ntendents
at Seminol€~1J TurtlE! Mount'$d.n~ Papago 0 Rossood and
Fort Hall Agencies

Subject: Press Itslease on Adult. Education Program

Enclosed is a cow of an umJ.su5il1y importantpresB
1"'01ease on the Bureau's new adult education program 'ti'hieh is
scheduled for release in the papers appearing llext Tuesday
moming o October 2';" As yOll pt"obably know. CRU' expenrisnce has
be\1iln that. l'llI3Joy of' t.ne l'e11~asas put out from hS1"61 a~

drastically cut daw by the wire services bof'ore they ~ch
the local papersl'J particularly' :in the wastsl:'n atates.. We a~~

tht~Jra:rora Il sll\\lnding the release to you. so tha.t you cara mE,ke SUire
that all papers yd.th.\n reasonable telephone distanaa of yom"
office will have access to the f'ull text if t..~&.r w8.nt and naoo.
it"

You al"'e also f:ll."ea w of cou.rs® 0 to oI'ing the contents
of the ralease to the attention of the Iraian p60ple of' your
jurisdiction through al1\Y newsletter or other' medium t.hat may be
a'va-liable Q


