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Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan hosted the first gathering of

the Advisory Committee for the White House Conf~rence on Indian Education

in Washington, D.C., on April 17, 1991.

"Our program for Indian education must have one important objective in

mind --achieving the highest quality education for the children it

"As we strive to achieve thisserves," Lujan said in greeting the group.

goal we realize that the essential roots of Indian heritage must be

We can not separate Indianimplicit in any program of Indian education.

education from Indian communities."

Lujan told the committee that it should work with a "sense of urgency"
in laying the groundwork for the White House Conference to be held next
January. "Each year that we fail to take strong action to improve the
education process for Indian children, a window of education opportunity
closes on the next generation of Indian leaders," Lujan said.
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