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TRIBAL, INTERIOR OFFICIALS SIGN AGREEMENT
FOR MANAGEMENT OF LAKE ROOSEVELT AREA

Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan today announced the signing of a

five-party agreement for the management of Lake Roosevelt. The 150 mile

long lake was created by Grand Coulee Dam and has become a major

recreational and irrigation water resource in eastern Washington state.

The five signatories, al of whom manage land along the lake or are

the Spokaneinvolved in operation of the dam and irrigation works, are:

and Colville Indian Tribes, and the Interior Department1s National Park

Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Reclamation

Attending the Agreement ceremony were Jude Stensgar, Chairman for the
Colville Business Council; Joe Flett, Chairman for the Spokane Tribe;
John Sayre, Interior Assistant Secretary -Water and Science; Dr. Eddie
Brown, Interior Assistant Secretary -Indian Affairs; and Dennis
Underwood, Commissioner of Reclamation.

"The Lake Roosevelt Cooperative Management Agreement continues the
Department's policy of working to resolve differences and facilitating
cooperation in the management of our public resources," Lujan said. "The
Interior Department will continue to take a course of negotiation rather
than litigation in resolving Indian water related issues."

The agreement allows the five parties to coordinate the management of
Lake Roosevelt and to plan and develop facilities and activities on the
lake and its freeboard lands. In additiont the agreement provides for
involving and receiving comments from interested statet local and county
governmental entities and private individuals and organizations.

Issues to be addressed by the five parties in subsequent months for
coordinating the management of Lake Roosevelt's resources will include
cross deputizing of tribal, state, county and Federal law enforcement
officers and providing consistent rules and regulations for the public
visitors.
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