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INTERIOR REPORT ON RED LAKE SENT TO TRIBAL COUNCIL

A report on current goverqgental problems on the Red Lake Indian Reservation,
Minnesota, prepared at the request of Interior's Acting Assistant Secretary for Indian
Affairs Sidney Mills, has been distributed to members of the Tribal Council of the Red

Lake Band of Chippewas, Mills said today.

The report was done by Robert Bennett, a former Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and
Graham Holmes, a retired BIA official. They were asked in January by Mills to meet with
tribal officials and other members of the Band to assess ''problems that plague the

rrvation during the current governmental crisis.”

The reservation has suffered from violence and dissension since last spring when the
tribal council voted to .oust Mrs. Stephanie Hanson from her elected role as tribal treasurer.
Her supporters reacted by destroying tribal buildings and equipment, private homes and
other property valued at an estimated $4 million.

Although Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus determined that the tribal eouncil
lacked authority to remove Mrs. Hanson, the council has not allowed her to resume the
office. The lack of a treasurer has forced suspension of funding for several tribal
contracts and grants.

The Bennett-Holmes report said that the 'reservation is polarized into two groups:
those supporting the Constitution Committee (backers of Mrs. Hanson) and those supporting
the Tribal Council."”

The Constitution Committee group, according to the report, alleges that there have
been "arrogant abuses of tribal powers, including failure to follow the (tribal)
Constitution and applicable rules and regulations." On the other side, the Tribal Council
charges that "failure of the Federal Government to support the Tribal Government and
control lawlessness on the reservation is undermining the Tribe's sovereignty 'and ability
to function.”
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After listing a series of conclusions, the first of which was that the threat of

violence appears to be escalating, the investigatory team made a series of recommendations
ranked according to priority.

The first priority group of six recommendations deals with law enforcement and
maintaining peace. It was recommended that law enforcement efforts be highly visible;
that the Interior Department issue a strong statement that all lawlessness will be
prosecuted; that steps be taken to limit the carrying of arms and a plan established
to react quickly and effectively to any beginnings of violence.

The second priority recommendations detail steps to re-establish a functioning
tribal government on the reservation. Some of these recommendations were acted upon by
the Assistant Secretary through a March 14 letter to the tribal council in which Hanson's

status as treasurer was reasserted and certain petitions™submitted to the council ruled
to be invalid.

A third group of recommendations focused on establishing procedures to allow tribal
members to be more fully informed about tribal governmental matters, and to have their
complaints heard and acted upon appropriately. One of these recommendations calls for

the tribal council to enact a legal and effective management plan as a condition for
returning fund control to the council.

The last group of recommendations was about the Bureau of Indian Affairs' involvement
in the situation. Included were recommendations that BIA conduct a community education
program on tribal members' rights and responsibilities; that one BIA Central Office

staffer be appointed contact person and coordinator for all activities' of BIA in relation
to the Red Lake situaticn, and that the Washington office depend more on face-to-face
meetings and negotiations ''rather than dispatching telegrams back and forth with the |
parties feeding information to the news media to protect their image." '

A concluding general recommendation was that the BIA should "develop long range
plans which are based upon condemnation of lawlessness and support of tribal government

without condoning illegal acts."
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