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FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 6, 1972

NATIONALTRIBAE CHAIRMEN'S ASSOCIATION'

GOODMORNING-DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS 'OF THE PRESS"

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INDIAN DESKS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

IT IS ,MY PRIVILEGE AND HONOR TO ADDRESS YOU AS THE NEWLY

ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL TRIBAL CHAIRMEN'S

ASSOCIATION. THERE ARE> 146 FEDER..'\1LY RE COGNIZED TRIBES
j

IN ~'HE ORGAN IZATION, REPRESENTED .BY THE IR CHIEF .ELECTED

OFFICIAL. WE HAVE A 12 MEMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THE

TRIBAL CHAIRMEN WHO SIT ON THIS BOARD WERE ELECTED AS AREA

REPRESENTATIVES. THE NTCA BEGAN IN 1970 WITH A MEETING

HELD IN DENVER, COLORADO. SINCE THEN HE HAVE COMB A LONG

WAY IN ESTABLISHING·THE NTCAAS AN EFFECTIVE ARM OF THE

TRIBES ON BOTH THE STATE AND NATIONAL SCENE. OUR OFFICES

,

ARE LOCATED WITH THE OFFICES OF THE NeIO STAFF IN THE NEW

EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING.

FIP,ST, I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY THANKS TO THE TRIBAL

C~~IRMEN OF THE COUNTRY FOR GIVING ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO

wofiz WITH THEM IN THE A}lliRICAN INDIAN TRANSITION AS WE MARK

THE BEGINNING OF THE INDIAN AGE. THE ROLE OF THE NATIONAL

TRIBAL CHAIRMEN'S ASSOCIATION IS TO BE THE ADVOCATES OF AND

FOR OUR INDIAN PEOPLE. NTCA HAS DIRECTED ITSELF TO THE
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IMMEDIATE AND FUTURE NEEDS OF OUR HUMBLE NATIVE AMERICANS.

THE TRIBAL CHAIRMEN ARE DULY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF

THEIR RESERVATIONS AND STRIVE TO SERVE Tl-IENEEDS OF THEIR

PEOPLE. THENTCAWAS ESTABLISHEDPRIMARTLYTO· ENAELETHE

LEADERS OF OUR SOVEREIGN INDIAN NATIONS TO SPEAK WITH ONE

VOICE TO THE FEDERAL SECTOR. WE MUST BE VIGILANT AND

GUARD AGAINST EFFORTS TO WEAKEN THIS VOICE AND THE STRONG

TRIBAL LEADERSHIP IT REPRESENTS, ANrf TO OBSTRUCT OUR DIRECT
, j~ '-. \,~.

RELATIONSHIp WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. OUR INDIAN LANDS

;-\"i.,r ',' t-\: ..
MUST BE KEPT IN TRUST STATUS AND WE 'MUST STRIVE TO HAVE TH£I~SUBM,t\R.GINAL LAND

TURNED OVER TO THE TRIBES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

TODAY, THE EMPHASIS MUST BE BASED ON SOME IDENTIFIABLE FACTORS RELATING

TO INDIAN PEOPLt. CONSULTATION, INVOLVEMENT, LEGISLATION, TRIBAL

DOMESTIC PLANNING AND INDIAN PROGRAM BUDGETS, ONLY TO MENTION A FEW .
•
PRINCIPALLY, I AM CONCERNED WITH THE SEVEN BILLS THAT WERE PRODUCED

BY THE PRESENT ADMI NISTRATION IN THE JULY 8, 1970 MESSAGE WHICH EXPRESED

SELF-DIIERMINATIO~ OF INDIAN PEOPLE. IF IN FACT THE PRESIDENT IS

ATTEMPTING TO IMPLEMENT AN INDIAN POLICY THAN HE MUST BE GIVEN THE

OPPORTUNITY. NTCAIs CONCERNED WITH FULFILLING THE AMERICAN INDIANS

NEEDS INSTEAD OF BEING CONTINUOUSLY USED FOR INDIVIDUALS SELF-GAINS IN

OUR POLI TI CAL SYSTEM.

LET US ADDRESS OURSELVES TO THE IDENTIFIABLE FACTORS THAT WERE MENTIONED

ABOVE.

1. CONSULTATION - PROGRAMS AND POLICIES ARE MOST APPLICABLE WHEN

PEOPLE HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THEM. WE MUST COMMUNICATE

NATIONAL DIRECTION FOR OUR PEOPLE BACK HOME. SHARING OUR OPINIONS HELPS

TO DRAW SOME CONCLUSIONS ON WHERE OUR NATIONAL EFFORT SHOULD BE PLACED.
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2. INVOLVEMENT - THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO REASON, IN THE SHAPE OF NATIONAL
<,'

INDIAN AFFAIRS, WHY THE INDIAN LEADERSHIP SHOULD NOT BE CALLED UPON TO

BECOME INVOLVED IN DEVELOPING METHODS OF PROTECTING THEIR OWNDESTLNY.

INDIANS UNDERSTAND THEMSELVES, SO FEDERALISTS SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO

INTERPRET WHAT IS BEST FOR US. IF PROGRAMS POLICIES AND lEGISLATION ARE

GOING TO SERVE.QUR BEST INTEREST THEN WE MUST BE CONSULTED AND INVOLVED

FROM THE VERY BEGINNINb'.THE SIGNIFICANT INTEREST OF INDIAN PEOPLE

SHOULD BETG REACT FAVORL\BLY AND USE CONSTRUCTIVE ~1EANS TO UJHANC~ OUR
.- <

PEOPLE IN ALL PHASES OF OUR LIFE-STYLE. SHicETHIS COUNTRY HAS OURS

IN THE BEGHH'JI;'JG IT IS OUR BIRTHRIGHT; NW HE SHOULD INVOLVE INDIAN

PEOPLE IN ANY TRANSITI ONSTH/\T EFFECTTHEI R H1~'1EDIATE MD FUTURE NEfDS.

3. LEGISLATION - WE HAVE FOUND THAT LEGISLATIVE BRANCH IS BIG MEDICINE.

TODAY, M~ONG INDIAN PEOPLE THERE IS A MONUNENTAL CONCERN REGARDING

LEGI SLATION. WE BECOME MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE MANEUVERS OF CONGRESS

TO ARRANGE INDIANS IN SOME MATCH BOX CONFIGURATION OR EVEN CAGE US FOREVER.

WE NEED HELP IN THE VAST AREA OF LEGISLATION BECAUSE I~E DO NOT KNO\~ THE

INTERNAL STRUCTURES THAT EXIST IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE: THE NTCA IS

PRESENTLY WORKING WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON INDIAN OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN

SOME UNDERSTANDING OF LEGISLATIVE PROCESS. THE AMERICAN INDIAN PERSON t~UST

HAVE GOOD GOVERm1ENT AND LEGISLATION BENEFITING THE INDIAN PEOPLE.

4. TRIBAL DOMESTIC PLANNING - THE NTCA MUST BE INVOLVED IN AN ADEQUATE

OVERALL PLANNING TO ADVOCATE CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMS. TO GAIN SOME MEASURE

OF SUCCESS FROM ALLOCATIONS BY CONGRESS AND OFFICE MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET.

THE INDIAN PEOPLE MUST USE PLANNING SCHEDULES TO UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOURCES

AND PLANNING MECHANISM TO INSURE PROPER FUNDING TO CARRY OUT OUR OBJECTIVES.
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THE NTCA IS DEEPLY CONCERNED WHEN TRIBAL PLANS ARE NOT CARRIED OUT. THEY

ARE A MEANINGLESS EXERCISE WITHOUT THE FtJNDS TO CARRY OUR PEOPLES PLANS

THROUGH TO COMPLETION. EVERY TRIBE HAS TAKEN STEPS OF Sor1EKIND TO DEVELOP

TRIBAL· PROGRAMS AND PRIORITIES TO BETTER UTILIZE THE FEDERAL DOLLAR FOR THE

PEOPLE. ALTHOUGH ~THETRIBES FIND IT HOPELESS IF OUR TRIBAL PROGRAt1

PRIORITI ES ARE CUT TO SERVE OFF- RESERVATION PRIORITI ES WHEN THE FUNDS SHOULD

REMAIN ~ITH THE RESERVATIONS. OUR INDIAN PROGRAMS FUNDS SHOULD REt-1AIN AT

THE TRIBE·S DISCRETION TO EXPEND AT THE LOCAL \lEVEL FOR THE TRIBC£

PRESENTLY, I AMCONCERNEOWITH THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS BUDGET CUTS

BECAUSE IT HAS A DI REGT IMPACT ON OUR LOCAL TRIBAL EFFORTS. FOR EXAMPLE,

WEARE BEING TOLD THAT CONGRESS APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR AN .INDIAN CLAIMS

BILL WHICH IS A SUM OF $50,000,000 AND THE BIA HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO

( , PAY THE 50 MILLION OUT OF ITS BUDGET FOR FY' 1974 WITHN01NCREASE IN FUNDS.

J! THIS MEANS THAT THE OTHER TRIBES BUDGETS WILL BE CUT TO SCRAPE UP THE 50

MIL:LION TO PAY .THE CLAIMS BILL. THE BIA SHOULD NOT HAVE TO CUT OTHER

TRIBES BUDGETS· TO MAKE UP FOR THE 50 MILLION. BIA SHOULD' HAVE A SPECIAL

ALLOCATION FROM OMB AS AN ADD ON. TO PAY OFF THE CLAIMS BILL .WE MUST
.

ADMIRE THE COMr11SSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, LOUIS R. BRUCE, FOR HIS

HEROIC STAND IN REFUSING TO CUT HIS BUDGET AT THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENTS

REQUEST.

I AM HOPING THE OMBWILL ALLOCATE FUNDS TO THE NEW INDIAN EDUCATION ACT,

TITLE IV~ P.L 92-318 FOR THIS PRESENT FISCAL YEAR TO ASSIST OUR INDIAN

CHILDREN. WE HOPE SOME FUNDS WILL BE PLACED IN THE ACT TO START THE INOIAN

EDUCATION PROGRAM WHEELS ROLLING.

WE HOPE FEDERAL AGENCIES WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PLACE INDIAN WOMEN AS

WELL AS MEN IN POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITIES, BASED ON QUALIFICATIONS.
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AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE NTCA I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THE

PRESENT ADMINISTRATION FOR THE TURNING' BACK OF 21,OOOACRESOFNATlONAL

FOREST LAND TO THE YAKIMA INDIAN TRIBE IN THE.,STATE OF WASHINGTON AND THE

RESTORATION OF BLUE LAKE TO THE TAOS INDIANS IN NEW MEXICO.

IN CONCLUSION - LET LD UNDERSTAND OURSELVES AS HUMANBElNGSPLACED ONEARTI1

IN SERVICE OF OTHERS AND DlRECT OUR ENERGIES TOWARDS DEDICATING OURSELVES

TO COMPLETE PROTECTION OF INDIAN LANDS, WATER, RESOURCES, AND THE EDUCATION

AND WELFARE OF INDIAN PEOPLE.


