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BARTLETT ADDRESL~ES NATIONAL CONGRESS OF
AM:l!J~ICAN INDIA:rIS

(Tulsa, Oklahoma) Senator Dewey F. Bartlett, R-Okla., today called for

act:1.on by Congress on Indian leg:islation now pending.

~ Bartlett, the ral1king miriority member of the Senate Inter1.or

Subcolmnittee on Indian Affairs, in a speech before the 30th Annual Conven-

tion of the National Congress of American Indians in Tulsa, Oklahoma,

"To carry out a new policy (self-detennination for Indian tribes),said,

the Administration drafted and submitted to the Congress seven proposals

which were designed to implement the new policy he (President Nixon) had

We are fast approaching the endThat was in 1970.recentl:-,' announced.

of Calendar Year 1973, and we have yet to see anyone of the proposals

The Con~;ress itself can accept responsibility forenacted into law.

this fact

"I believe this Administration is trying to keepBartlett added,

its promises--but Congress must act on the President's proposals before

"To simply undo the wrongs committed against

~
We must take whatever steps are necessary

this can happen."

He went OIl to say,

India!l people is not enough.



insure the Indian people that they will not be accorded a repeat

fOr'lna21Ce and. in so doing, direct our efforts in such a manner as to

impro'fe upon and strel1gthen the services delivered to them, and further

to insure that fronl this day forward, Indian people will playa vital
.

role 1.n all actions taken by the Federal Government on their behalf."

Bartlett zeroed in on three pieces of legislation for special

attentiu11

"The injustices suffered by' the Menomj.nee people because of

clearly doclunented, and I feel very stronglytermination have been veIY

that the Federal Gove~~nent has no other alternatives but to abide

by the wishes of the Menominee and reinstitute them as a federally

recognized tribe," Bartlett stated.
:'~.Bartlett added that he has introduced legislation to do just

,is and said, "I sincerely hope that the Congress, with the proven
,

fects of such a policy fresh in theil-' minds, will see fit.- to take

expeditious action to repudiate this policy and replace it with one

that expresses the wishes and desires of the Indian people. "

On another front, Bartlett called for the establishment of an .',
.

Assistant SecretaIJT for Indian Affairs in the Department of the Interior.

tlI feel very strongly that the proper place for that position

is at a level that woUld il1sure a direct line of authority to and direct

contact with the Secretary of the Interior," he said.

Bartlett contends that any obstacles, "human and otherwise!',

that interfere with that direct Ij.ne of authority and direct contac.f;

with the Secretary of the Interior should be removed.

"should be given fulltIlts appointee,According to Ba,rtlett,

SpOllS:i.bility for t1'le administration of programs of the BIA, after con-

ltation with Indian trines; should have final say subject to the



of the Interior, on all matters pertaining to their operation.Secreta!':',

After 

notinG recently-nominated BIA Commissioner Mr. Morris

"dedication to serving faithfully the Indian people," Bartlett' "ThompSO21 t s

said,

11.e will need the full support and cooperation of allI'rr confinned,

J:ndian people throughout these United states if he is to be success-

"in achieving the stated t;ouls of the

:End1an 

people

Bartlett also mentioned a third piece of legislation which is

mdertake 

a comprehensive review of the policies, practicesdesit?:ned to

Federal 

agencies charged with protecting Indian l'esources&.nd st.!'

ctures 

of

j.ding services to India,21s; examine existing statutes and procedures;&Yld pI'

methods of stl'enl:;theni!li3 trj.bal go\rerrurlent, and secure adequateconsjd

prot~ct:ion of fundamental rif1;hts from offic:ial abuse.

Bartlett voiced his suppor't of the concept of this legislation and

~\ a study of this scope is long overdue.

le 

had amended this bill to establish a privateBartlett said 1

task force to conduct a nlanagement study of the BIA.sector

A study of this kind should be able to make recommendations

which :l'esult in savings which would "swing the pendulum" in the

direction of more appropriated funds reaclrlng the reservation. .
A similar study was madl~ of state government operation during

13arll(~tt I S tenure as Oklahoma f s Governor and resulted in "an annual

and a great increase in efficiency. II
saV111f!;::; of $20 m1111o1~

IItfIt is this same kind of study that I envision for the BIA,

he said

Bartlett said he opposes legislation proposed by Senator

to require an aru1ual authorizatiorl of appro-Jam~s 11.. Abourezk, D-S.D...



for the BIA. "This bill could result in good programs expiring

becanst.-' of Congressional inaction or interest in other areas of respon-

sibili t::~ Bartlett said.

added, "It is my strong feeling that enactment of this

legislatiorl would be a step backward in the Federal Government f s efforts

to improve services to Indian people, a. step which the Indians can ill

afford."
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