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11ovember 1. 1973

:tT I S WITH A G~T DE;.\I. O? PLZASURZ THAT I TAKE

THE 11ATICi.'iAL CONGRESS OF A,.\tE...'tUc..'\.I.""l :r~"DIAl'l5.

YOU HAVE DEDI~TED YOUR CONVENTION A..'lD ITS EFroRTS

TO '?:'I.3 GOAL OF RESTORATION OF THE M&'10MInZ TRIBE TO FEDERAL

P..ECOGNITION A:I';.""n TRUST STATUS AND ~VE ADOPTED AS YO"tiR Taz..~:&

":FJ!fSTOMTION NO "

IT IS ~~IRELY FITTI11G THAT TSIS ORG&~IZAT!ON. ~~~.

~'l'S ON Ta'3 EVE OF ~SWRATION OF '!.'HE MENOMINEE TO C3LEBRATE

THE PAS:sA~ BY 'mE ~Ot]SE OF ~~SF.m'.ATI~S OP F.ESTORATION

LBGISI~TION :AND TO CONTINUE YOUR SUPPC~T E'OR 'nIE CCMPl..:: r:r.ON

...
OF ~T ~FO'RT BY FINAL ENACTMENT !:~no LAW OF ~r~EGI.fJATION
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TIm \vREC'1CAGE OF TSA'! DISASTROUS I1TDI.'\.,'; POLIC'1

AI.'ffi THE TE~NATION LA.'tGUAGE I S STILL WITH US 'l'ODAY.

PHRASES, SUCH AS "BOUSE CONC~~ RESOLUTION loa"

A,.!',ffi 'PUBLIC w"\W 230" # ZTILL HAVE A FORCE A..~ POWER '1'0

CAUSE DEEP CONBERN AND FEAR &\1ONG INDIAN PEOPLE.

BY LEGISLATIv~ FIAT. SCORES OF INDIAN TRIBZS AND

,
GROuPS HAVE BEEN FORCIBLY, T30UGIi NONE TOO SUCCESSFULLY,

ASSL"-!ILATED IN'l'O THE ":-1AINSTRSA.."-!" OF ;";:'1ERI~"lLLIFE.

WHEN THE TRUE MAGNITUDE AND SCOPE OF T3E CATASTROPHE

OF TERMINAT'ION BECAME APPARENT TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE, rmEY

ROSE UP IN STRONG OPPOSITION TO ITS CONTINUANCE AS THIS

NATION'S INDIAN POLICY.
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IT 1'71-\3 LARGELY DUE TO TH3 EFFORTS OF 'Im !~m1.AN TRIBES,

WITED IN TdE NATIONAL CONG~S OF AL'-I:ERI~ INDI~S.

'rBAT '1m'. OF~ UNINFOR..~, SOl-IET1.1'lES r-!ALICI.OUS DRIv-:;':

'1'ERMINATION WAS BLUNTED IN THE LATE 1950' s AL'1D EARLY

1960' s AJ..'lD IS, WDAY, ON THE VERGB OF TOTAL,

REPUDIATION.

THERE ARE NONE WHO c."\N DE..W TH..'!\T TRIS l-JAJOR SHIFT

NATIONAL IND~"i POLICY REPRESE.'iTS A MAJOR VICTORY FOR

INDIAi.'i IiDPLZ.

BUT THAT VICTORY FOR THE INDIAN PEOPLE A.'m A.1\f

AROUSED- NATIONAL PUBLIC ~AS NOT t~ITBOUT ITS COSTS.
...

\

\.

NOT COSTS MERELY IN TE~~S OF DOLLARS 14~ CENTS,

BUT COSTS IJ::l HtJ"M.;N MISERY, Cu~TURAL ALIZNATION, ~.ND

TRIBAL DESTRuCTION.
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BY T5E TI!-iF. 'rH:B AC"rIVE PHASE OF THE TER..'I,lI~lA'l'ION

EM HAD RUN ITS COURSE. SEVD MAJOR rrlUBES W

OKLAHCl-IA, OREC-oN. WISCONSL'l, NEBRASlCA. SO~.d CA"3.OLINA.

'l"C' xAS, k'lD UTAH PLUS SCORXS OF SMALL RANc-E..."UAS A,."1D

INDIAN CCMMUNI'rIES IN OR.r..-roN. CALIFORNIA, k"m UTAH

HAD BEEN ~NATED . AS 'mE A..~itect OF TER.'i:INATION,

S&.~ATOR WATKINS, PUT IT, THEY HAD BEEN !\olADE "FIRST

CLASS If CITI ZENS M .

PRESIDENT JOBNSON BEGA..~ HIS M2SSAGE TO THE

CONGRESS ON L.'1DIAN APFAIRS WITH A RECITAL OF THE :~"1ES

OF INDIAN TRIBES, MOST OF tmICB NOW ONLY !!AVE MEANING

.
AS POS'l'SC1UPTS IN '!'HE IIISTORY BOOKS OR AS QUAIN'!'

NAMES OF RIVERS A.."'1D TOWNS ~mICB DOT THE E.SST:E'RN S~ORD.
..

'l'BIS ~"AS THE LEGACY OP A MUCH F.;\.RLIER TBRMIN.ATICN ERA.
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mu'ORTUNATELY. T!L\T ;.1,AY t'1F.LL BE ~ UGrlCY OF

THIS MOsT R...~~ TER.\fiNATION ERA: ONCE HONORED AND

PROUD INDL;:q TIUBES --THE KLAL'iATH AND 1{ATHLA.~'""'T OF

OREGON, 'l'HE OTTAWA OF OKLAHOMA, THE CATAWBA OF

SOt)Tg CAROLINA, A..~ '!'HE ALABA'-1A-COUSH.~'I'TA OF TEXAS =-

TO BE ~1BERED ONLY ASPPOSTSC~IP'l'S IN OUR CHILDREN' S

BIS'l'ORY rooKS OR AS TIm QUAI~ N»1ES FOR RIVERS &'m

.
T<1",£1S DOTTL"iG 'nIE ~mSTERN UNITED STATES.

THAT, PERHAPS, IS TEE REAL T::=?..'\GEDY OF TERMINAT'ICN J

tmILE W3 D'IL'IG:EJ."1T!.Y PASSED LAWS TO SAVE F~ EXTINc-'.rrON

~ tqILD HORSES OF NEVADA Aio"1D THE BLACX-FOOO'ED FER..~ OF.

SOUTH DA!(OTA, WE CAu.1LY CONSI~ TO 'm.1\T S.AI.~ z:crINCTION

'mE I.m.,~CR!~E OF v-l1SCONSIN Ar.m 'rE:2 roA~TH OF O~GON.
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BL~ FOR THE I~~OMINEE, IT IS NOT TOO L~TZ.

I T;L~ PERSONAL SATISFACTION IN ~VPORTING TO THIS

ASSEMBLY THAT IT IS NOT TOO LATE.

ON OCTOBER 16 OF THIS YEAR, 'mE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

BY AN OVE~HHE~~NG VOTE OF 404 TO 3, PASSED R.R. 10717

RESTORING Tm: MENOMINEB TRIBE TO FEDERAL R3COGN~TION h"'m

'1'RUST STATUS.

-

IT WILL NOT BE NECESSA..,Y HERE TO ~~ THE STORY

OF THE MENOMINEE: ~HE CO~ZD TRIBAL CON S&.~ TO

TER..'iINAT.ION 1 THE .ILL-CONC3.IVBD ~ POORLY D1Pr..z.~

'1'E~'1INATION L2GISLATIi)N1 A..~ ECONOMIC AI.'m SOCIAL PLAN

t;"HICH HAS BROUGHT THE l-IE ";OMINEE TO T"..i3 BRL.'il< 01" COLLAPSE.
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ADA AND ~ ME..~OMn~E WERE 'roW LAST YEAR TP.AT

~STORATION ~iAS Otl""T OF THE QUESTICN, ~T THERE ~'lAS NO

HOPE FOR REVERSING TE~~L~ATICN.

YET. LOOK AT \~T THEY HAVEICCOMPLISm;D.

AFTER INtn;;NSI9VF. WORK ON THE PA.~T OF rmE MENOMINEE,

THE DEPARTME..W OF INTE:.."UOR S&~ l"OmiA..~ TO THE CONGRESS

A RE?ORT FAVORI~G ENACTMENT OF P..ESTOMTlmi LEGIS~"\TICN.

AT rm? RroUEST OF MS. DEER, l-mLVIN Li\IRD, FO~\fER

CONGRZSSMA.~ A..'m PRES~ COt.'NS:ELLOR TO 'mE PRESIDENT,

C»Jx OUT \-'lITB A FORTBlUGBT STATmFJiT OF SuPPORT FOR

RES'roR..':\TIO~ .



~--:::::::.~
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53 l-SE:.m3RS OF THE BOUSE OF RE2RESE..~ATIv"'.BS OF

BOTH PA;(;TIBS MD EVERY POLITICAL PH:ILOSOPHY 1'lERE

PERSUADED TO CO-SPONSOR 'mE LZGISLATION ~mI.CH PASSED

'rIm HOUSE.

404 OL~ -OF 435 :~ERS VOTED FOR ITS PASSAGE..

PROSPECTS FOR ITS PASSAGE IN Tlm SENATE ARE v""ERY FAVO~LE.

FIN:\LI.Y, PRESIDmiT NIXON, ~ HIS ~~SSAGb TO 'rL-I!S

CO~!ON, URGES ENACTMENT AND ASSURES ITS SIGNING.

'lmS IS A P.J:;CORD OF ?1HICH &:\DA, -mE }01CMINEX, ~"D ALL

\-,"50 GAVE TIrnIR ASSISTM1CE i\.ND SUPPORT c;.:.T BZ PROUD.
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YOU ~~T3 TAKEN "RESTO~TION NOW" AS '!'HE 'r:!:E.-.rg

OF YOUR CO~ION.

1: HAVE TRIED 'l'O SHARE \iITB YOU THE APTNESS OF

'mAT ~~ AS tiE l'..oW VERY CLOSE TO THE DAY WHEN TIm

~"-m, FOR THE lR:ENOMINEE, BECOMES FACT.

lL'\D 'n!E P~SE, "RESTOMTION NO';'1", Hi"\D NO l1FJ\NING

BE"YOND 'l'!m RESTOPJ\TION OF TIIE ,,1:E4'lOMI~m:E, IT trlOULD HAVE

BEEN NO LESS IMPORT&~ .

BUT. FOR I-1Y PA.~, IT HAD ~ t'lILL EAVE A

MEi-'\NING ~~ I~ACT FA.~ BEYOND '!'BE r.~1CM:I..'1EZ.

FOR l-!E, NO C'.!mR ACT OF TIm CONGRESS WILL f;iORE

C~~Y SIGNAL '1'0 ~ INDI~~ PEOPLE ACROSS T3E NATION

'mAT TZP.MI!:1ATICN IS A D~ ISSll"E A..'JD .~ FIF...%Y RZNOUNc:m

POLIC'.l.
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I A"i SURE T~T YOU HAVE ADOP~ D ~T THE.'m IN

THE 5."\.\1E SPIRIT.

THE VARIOUS DISCUSSION TOPICS OF YOUR CO~ON

AG}:,.""'qDA EVIDENCE THAT YOUR 'rHOUGHTS, i'imLE t'lITH THE

RESTORATION OF THE I-lENOMINEE, EXT&'lD FAR. BEYOND 'mAT

TO TIm RE STO RAT IflN OF THE ~i&'-rt RIGHTS AND VALUES

THAT MAKE UP TIm' I!:i~IAN LIF~.

IT IS TIl-m FOR A I"i.ESTOMTION OF A TRUE RIGHT

OF TRIBAL SZLF-GOVERNMRNT.
f,

i
!

IT IS TIME TO RESTORE TO ~ I::mI~'i PBOPL:3 A S~NG,

EFFECTIVE TR1;BAL GOVE~~ T!1AT CA..""T t-mLL SERVE 'mE

~

NEEDS OF rrn3 TRIBE AS A ~mOLE tmrLE PROT'J:'--c-rING ~

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS OF ITS !~~ERS.

,r
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TO :~IA.~S, AND Au""'rBORIZES APPROPRIAnCl s FOR AN

nffiII\J.'l BUSmESS DEVBLOPMENT FUND AT A LEVEL OF $10 MILL!:ON

FOR THE NEXT THREE FISCAL YEA. ~ .

tm HAVE RE.FI.L'lED THE LEGISL.1.TION t'lliICB BAS

ALREADY PASSED THE SENATE k"lD t-fILL SHORTLY m REPORTING

THE BILL TO THE FULL CQMMITT"" ? FOR CONSIDz;'~TION.

IT IS TI!-1E TO RESTORE TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE TdE

RI GHT TO CONT~L THE EDUCATION OF 'rHZIR C.-1ILDREN, \'lEETBER

'IT BE IN THE PtJBLI.C SC100LS OR ;tq BI.A SCHOOLS.

'nIIS CC~1TROL MUST E:tTB...~ TO WdAT !S TAUGCIT, ~-m3RE IT

IS TAUGHT, HOW IT IS TAUGHT, Alm BY ~~OME IT IS TAUGHT.





~~-~~:
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'l'HE :r::OWL"\4.'l PEOPLE DO NOT !;-"':EED A BIA THAT GOES

LEADERLESS FOR NEARLY A YEAR.

'l'HEY DO NOT I:-1EED A BIA THAT OPEMTES L~ A..~

ATMOSPHERE OF CONFUSION Ao.'..1D CHAOS.

THEY DO NOT N7AED A BrA THAT DRIFTS AIloiLESSLY.

THZY DO NOT £1EE1) A BrA TH.\T IS THE SUBJECT

FACTIONALISM AI.'lD POWER STRUGGLES AMONG TI-IE BURF.AUCMTS

AI."ID PETTY ?OLIT:rCL~S.

IT IS STILL UNCERT.~I~ WHAT THE SOLu~ION IS FOR THZ

REOR~~IZATION OR REFORM OF THE BIA A1TD FEDERAL

ADMINISTRATION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.



~'mATEVER OCCURS rviUST OCCUR kiITH THE :i?ULL, PRIOR

ro1C~'JLEDGE OF THE INDI~"l ?~OPLE Alm WITH ACT!VZ CONSULTATION.

IT IS WITH THAT V:t~il 'l'IL~T I k"-l GIVING ACTIVE

CONSIDERATION TO SUPPORTL~G LEGISLATION MANDATING A

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OP THE FIELD OF I~mIh"i AFFAI~.

~

SEl'fAWR ABOUREZK, CHAIRa.i,.~"'i OF TI-:r3 SEJ.'iATE SUBCOMMITTEE

ON nmIAN AFFAIRS. HAS ImRODUCED LEGISL.-\TION IN TILAT

REGARD WHICH I. EAVE REVIE'tI1ED.

WITH So.~ MODIFICATION, IT PAY WELL MEET THE

REQUIR&'iENTS 1j'ffiICB I SEE NECESSA~Y TO BRING ABOUT THE

END THE .I~mI&"i PEOPLZ HAVE SET.

\



~~~
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M'"D FI~Y, IT :IS TIlIiIE --LONG PAST TL"'tE --TO

RESTOR:: TO THE L"iDIAN PEOPLE THE PRIDE A.."'1D DIGNITY

OF BEING I~mI&'lS.

THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM tffiICH I ~VE OUTLI~~

FOR YOU HERE TODAY WILL DO MUCH TO AID IN 'mAT EFFORT.

THE CONTINU'"ED EFFORTS OF Tli3 CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHI~

OF imICB, FOR l.fY PART, I PLEDGE YOU --~~ 'mE OTHER

FRIE:NDS OF INDL\£.'1S BOTH IN &'1D OUT OF GOVE~"lT WILL

AID IN THAT EFFORTS.

BtI"T IN THE FINAL ~~ALYSIS, T11E RESTOR..~TION OF
'.

INDIAN PRIDE fu"m DI.~'1ITY DEP&'TDS ON THE INDL~~ PEOPLE ~"-tSEL~
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IT IS THROUGi THEIR EFFORTS A..'m ACCo...lPL:ISm.iENTS#

.'iOR."<.ING WITH TJI3 TOOLS ~~"'D RESOURCES AVAIL..~LE TO THE.'t TlL\T

INDIAN PR:ID~ ..i/ILL BE RESWORED.

WHO c&~OT BE PROUD TO IDl;;Z)c"'1!'IFY t'lI.TH AN ADA

DEER .*IOSE 't'lILL AND DETE~"I.INATION HAS TURNW AROUND 'mE

m1TIRB FEDERAL GOVEroiMZ..~T ON T1:IE QUESTION OF

M:ENCMINEE ~~'-IIN;"TIOli.

WHO c.~"mOT BE PROUD OF A VINE DELORIA WHOSE WELL-

DESERVED RESPECT AL"-10NG TiIE L."ro~~S A.."'m tmOsE CC~~ OF

THE PRINTED WORD HAS BROUGHT ABOUT A RENA:! SSAl."iCE IN

I~mIAN THOUGHT ~~ PHILOSOPHY.
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t-niO CANNOT BE PROUD TO ID&""o'JTIFY t'1ITH THE FRAJ."'r"~ DEGNANS

OF ALASKA UPON tmoSE QUIET DIGNITY AL"'m UNASSUMING

RESOLVE WAS BUILT ~ SUCCESSFUL SBTTLE..~T OF ~

AL.~KA NATIVE CLAL~.

IT IS UPON THE ACCo."1PLIS~"-1TS OF PEOPLE SUCH AS

'1'HESE AND TP.E LEADERSHIP GATHERED HEaE TODAY THAT TdE

RESTORATION OF IND!A.."i PlUDE &'tD DIGNITY DEP~~.
#


