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REMARKS OF MARVIN L. FRANKLIN, ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERI<m.
FOR INDIAN AFFAIRS, POOr.! CITY CHAMBER OF C<lMRCE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 1973£:i;i,

l.t is a grcat honor to ))c,! j nv.: 1-(;',1 to p,'1.rtj,:Jpatc in the

Annual Coremoni~~s. o:f thc POJ:}(:ii 'l'L" 11(J b(~ the ~Jucst. of those

respected lc~i1dcrs of trtdt triut:::, Ch..1.1J:lll,,1n .John \'lilliams and

Councilman Dana Kni(Jht.

It is also a di!3tinct plcu~uJ.'C -to ,'ppcar before the Ponca

City Chamber of Cornmcrcc forum una i."enew my acquaintance with so

many of my long-time friends.

r't;hank you for thc privilc<je ul1u high honor of speaking to

you, and want to express my gratitude [or this hearty rqceptibn

.'lnd the opportunity to discuss ):>uUi Vl.'ublcnts and accomplishments

I have experienced as head of Indii.111 ~:lf.f.:lirs of our Federal

GC:.)vernment.

Portca City is one of thc nian::r' ultiu3 in the United Statcs

that has the honor of beinr;l thcc, hLLluu;;;..J.Ke of a great American

Indian Tribe. It has a largo Inuidli pupulation--has shared tl~c

heri tage , cul ture and economy of l:I.J.IIY tribes-"'-ahd yet, 1 wonder

if it; like bthcr coffilnuni tics in UUl.' :.oacicty, or indeed the

responsibility to thoNatibn itself, understands thc ~

~"or this reason, 1 W(;u~l: vary much to use thislndian citizen.

opportuni ty tq. speak to .you ~s cul:Ut\Uiii ty leaders I and through

to othars of the Nation..you,

t!dil!
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I was asked by the Sccrctul'y to l;omc to Washingto11 in

A f filj,;,S . I had suffered an unp.t:-~c('Lientc<1 ilJi10t111C ()f dis(;\ri:~y--

Co~issioner had bc(j)n d:l:;,rUl.:',:'.;I,.;<.i jiC top echelon of manage-

hao :t::9signcd, the vJ;:lshinrjLUJ1 01:::-'ic..~ h..lfl ;:,I.llcn victim to a

militant takeover \-lith records £; t;r:;:,rci _111" d ""'-"-J~
O '1"'

(1,". u '..." .-.l \-' . Pield

offices and Indian schools had C;Uli~::; ul)on uncasy times and tribal

qovernments had the crie cxpcriCl1CU ,<.)f. bcing threatcncd. The

general puplic, and to some extent, the Federal Government, was

not only confused but dcmahdci;l Clffi.l."111.:.ttivc action. The J.ncident

at Wounded Knee had its roots in U!C l'~allof last year and bloomed

into a confr:ontation at about the' :;)iJ.IUe time I arrived on tl1e

Washington scene

Eavingbcen the hcad 'of an 11:1<11\.111 trib~ for manr years and

~$j~fli

"~h~ih'g,-ri.rst hahd thc jrustrntioX1.:; "ut the American Indian, it
; ;, "..'. ";

~as'. not"difficul t to have 13. reclblCj u£ compassion and undcrstand-

i~~':it'

J ."j~f' .

ing for alk factions-the Indians~ <Jovcrnrncnt and the general

public.

Although many inequi tics llavc befallen the American

Indian, 

'all tribes; individuals (111U QrUaniziltions seek tho same

things~';'equality; 

opportunity .ihJ l'llone can afford thejut:.: llcc.

luxury of division of though't or yul'lJu:;,;o.

Th~Rcgeral Govcrnmcn-t assUIncu ail obligation by treaty or

agreement to a limited portion o.C tIle total Indian population.

Many tribal r:rrou ps are riot fcdcl':till y i'eco gni?ed and are hot...c ~

Foithc
" " " "

extepdedthe"scrviccs of the Burcau of Indicn Affairs.
.,

,!~~;~\iIt:'~ki~i~t!~1~~;~:
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Clost part, those served by (jOV(~t'l.rnL:n L "lrc those trj"bes having a
-'o'i

1:~::
l ' d ' b ' h ' h ...r\- i -I);,- ,;..,,- t. ",C'- Co,-" l '. tan. ase ;!.n '.-, 1.C r;OV(_r1\n~,_ll ,.) 1-..t" lL.,pO.l1,.,.l.j.")l J. y.

I.~rom

-; -.. f' Ol " C '11 .1".1tl .on and ev '"'n1.':"-.1..1_- -.(.,,(-'- c; ",-
...

':I~~J..:~!;.~,'thi5. vcsponsibility carne the oJ)J...'-
ij,"'~*;:"'1"1': ,.,
,\ ;t,io..,-. ;'" :- ' .
',,- t!., ..,'~ .c. " ,

.,,;~:.", tually ~ v4riety of scl-vicqs -~Vll;"!l1 1/..C~ r!ll.),:lSUre lndiili! a?hi~yemen~;

we note a rcmarl~ablc imp rove.tn() ni.:. 1 -lI1 r, T) -:l r.' tt """ nty 'tr:- ars!, ,-"...v.:;. j~ . This
improvcment is at1:ributabl(;~ to m.:!lli, LhillgS-- the public and private

sectors, 

local colmnunities and inJivlduals--but most of all, the

initiative of the Indian himself.

ThCAnlerican Indian has a Lur:.}.;.ct of mixed blessings in his

'Eelat1onship to the Federal Govcrruncllt. On the one hand, he has

the resqurces of govo~nment"to ~UStl:lill hiI:1 and p"rovido somo degree

of self":;developmeht. an thc other i1i:Wtl he is the victim of our,

1O1iti"ca.1 process. The Bur'cau of Indian l\ffairs is his qnly

excl1isive.ag~nc'y in government tllid \,,1111c wc hear a great deal

about its ori:lIt\issions as~xprcssc<J)j}, LIJ.c Indian community, seldom

do,weh6ar of the .in trcatmclit i t':lQts from the many 'agGhGifJ;S of.
, .", .: ..

government as it carries outthc rule Qf being an advocate for

i~\:;:,;;:
'" " CO" ..
'the,Indian J.:n government

.
At the outset I stated thcrc ..ll.'(:! four things I deem important

,

to the protectibh of tho American IllJian and havc laid the grbunc.l-.

work for their future dcvclopmcnt:

First, an amendment to tho Uni-Lcu G1:atcs Constitution that
..'

lays to rost oncc and forever the 11ttJ:"ttcr of termination of-

Foderal services by the uhilatcral J.<.::Lion of any branchbt

;

overnfficnt.
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Second, a batter opportL1J1jLy fox' ":'lrtic_lpation in the

financial reSOUrCCf, 0 [ ()ur COUJjl.l-'J...

c'h:i.s 

C~1!1 Le done in t-"hrce

"' ll "(' ().~ ., . ...r~ V('l1UC bond

i .
,J~;" " rv "'1 bu '1,..,,,t ,--o ,. '..,"'il:";' :WqY:?, ...t!':t .1.rnp 0 erA ('-.le j..fL)I..l..,.:o_,.. L..

~~\D;~~i;;~;:.;:;:,. ,'," .

!~:;.\.:' £inancj.nCj for phv::_.1.C...:ll. LIT!rlJ:'Ov:)m(~11L:.,; i: '; .--, i.'.lll. .:1. n;;.\

:r,(inoaJ: 

biJ,nking

$Y,~tcrn for thc Ino,i.;tn conmrunit:,'.

T11ird, a mas~;j. va Il1di~1..1 1~C;:j(..:l.~V,.:.1_l0n P-~nC\l/al J\ct that "'QuId

provide $,250 million each ycar :[01.' tcn y(:!ars to bring not only

needed improvements in thc rcscrvu-Liull propertics, but

simultaneously elim;inate unemploymunL ;1nd wi thj.n the ten year

pefiod develop.a "gross nationctl LJl.'ULlllct" for eacl1 reservation

area.

Today the Federal. dollar -lilercly !)af3SCS through the

reservation without the benefit of ueihg "turned,..over" to

"'neratc a local economy.

Fourth, a complete study of till 1.:1\178, rules, regulations,

codes and rnanu~ls that affect the 1:'~Uural relationship to the

~crican Indian.

All of these goals are in d.il~eGt ~ut>port o£ tho policy

announced 'by President i~ixon in .:1 lliC::;:J~gC to congress in July

1970, a "polidyof grcater seif"'dctol:rnin.:11:iorl for tho lndl.:l.h

tribb~ andtljcir people. 'l'h(~ Pj~'~::.;ld,-,lr.t: rc(~ffirmcd the policy in

his mcssagci of 'last t-1arch lGt, Wl1L:ll he saia:

"For lnd~~n people tho P91icy v£ t:h:L/:; Administration will

opportunities for self-continue to be one of advancl.ng t.l1uil'

..lctcrmination, without termihatj.on uf. 'the ~pe('ictl FcdcraJ.

~lQtiohSliip with recognized !ridii.l.11 .tl-ibes.

-4 ""'
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Inke~ping w:i..th that polj_{jy i h(~ uurc.:.\u of In<1ian Affairs

is structured to refJ.ect: th(~ L , j..; r,o ,n d' ..f""
f( ""i :L' nn

s O f tl " cL.." J ,.," 1.1."-. -~.L'J .

majority of Indian p(~opl,::!.

.:.;;(,::t.UQ.:-:!:

11
...11 ,,~:, (;

r. T,'ncOUr "'<-
fl ' 11tJ i- l- j'l)r" .0'

0..."". ,..., '-- "i",:,j" L ",. 'I-i"~ d'" ' t ' t),J,- _.~ --1.1,1 <- ..,11 L.lt. re -trcc J.on 0

2. Increascd assiz Lancc to:.) Ll!(; I n,li.:ll1 pcople for cmploymcnt

of tribal members in their own <.;Ulliilluni t.ics.

3.
gi ven to land ti tl(~3, bouT1(1'1.r:i.c;;, I" ' / ' l- (""] ~ ,,~'irT 11,t ~..tJ.. '", .;. L ,j. ...1 "'.

4.

Il1crCasinl] the I1lU:10().!: illl '-- jO-.,,'j.l1CJ the CjL1ul.i. t:, of road3

5. Increasing tribal contl.'ul uvcr In<:ian education.

.Each of these: major i tcms i:;j. lnLch<.lcd to move govcrnmcnt

toward Indian-orientation rather -Uli.lJl Q controlled cnvironr,'\cnt

at the Federal level. And cac..ll1:.; :.;uccocdiilg in its purpose.

i\1ow lot' 5 loo)c at some at tl1c ,.ll:l:omplishn1ents and see if we

have made any progress in tho l">(1st 3i.~~ months:

To the credit of all; thoro 1;.; 1~O\1 a grcat..er; cohcsivcncss of

purpose in the Indian communi"ty"'-11oi:.tili,"ty un1ong Indians has

.!3ubsidcd and unity of purpo3C i::: nui,v 1.1UJ..~C cvidont.

'rho governmental agencies I antI V.J;l:ticul."1rly the nurcfiu of

Indian Affairs, arc rccovcrin<j frul,r !ll,_tll.:.lCJcmcnt doficicncics and

opcrating morQ normally. In -turl1, LJlujr \;-.rill become marc rcspon-

Give to tho needs of tribes and ihUl viiJ1.1':lls.

r::>



Progress is being milCh') jl: t}l~ CI.)n'~!rc::)s O!l ].:7!gi.~11at.i.on that

will provido n\.:m~{ o:)portI1n.l t:.:i. (J~ ..: (.~ 1 \ :\';;\lC;l'mv-'IJl: on Indi."'!n rcserva-

tions and protect t1~c ri(jl1tf5 () .~ jl .1

" (.. I.{ fl(]; v!<tuals.

.C.J.

;\n 4~eri.can J:ndian ;\f;:1.1~j.\Jrlilj ;:;Uj;t:-1 ( " n .,,«.] '", .1-.I., I "".1' ~
.." (. 1.) t. It.:: 1')u .(..n

comrnun,ity has been fortnr:d ano \.;ll..L j.J'-':(;O)1:t(~ OP(;l-,-:..tive this Fall.

It will be hcadquartcred in t'V.l:::;liiny tun t'!i th ar:.cess to the

financial circles of the dominant :.iu;.;icty

'l'he Justice Department ha~) ilcLi VJ.t(~d a civil rights di vi sian

for the exclusive protection of Llle ~u~\c;:!rican Indian in his
.-

constitutional and tribal privilc;:!~~~.

A bill has been introduccd Illto t.!~e ~~onatc to cstablis11

commission to study and rccottuUi.;::llu 1.'evision of the laws goyern-

ing the relationship of the Fcdcr..tl (~vV(~rnmcnt to the Indian.

Tribal governments arc now lIIUL"t::: {.j.ctivc in exercising thc

prerogative of a sovereignty i.lnd l'cvi:.slnfJ their constj.tutions

to become responsi va to thc nCCtl~ v.[ l:.lloir cohf3ti tucnts.

Indian schools arc now supcrvl.;..;eu by school boards wit.h

Indian pC1rents serving as mcm1~(~):::; Lu ..l:;.-:;urc rcsponsj.vc cducntion

for 

the Indian youth. Soma school!::: ill'C baing contracted to

Indian organization for total O])Cl."!..itiUl1 or the educational

system.

W.:1); to <)0, but comp.:1rdd toNeedless to say-"'we have Q 1.U.11l.

the state of affairs a few moht:l:J ~l~JQ I \:110 probability of success

looks much brighter tor1ay.

G
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May I concluc.le by ljuot::io().. I';' h(;:<lrt~':7 agr(~~r,ll:)nt, the

words of Sccret,"',1]:-Y of th:; In ( "':') 'I'"+- on .,.'. ~... .J: .:\./

"';':;:~l great hor;.(.' (:)T: -Ion...,. ::"':;(" :1.il1<]5 hc has11~ (:;;1
...

11 (i J.. Il

about h.imself. ,'" '"'Y""" (-.r ' 1, ,. "' "j -lt ''1::',-",%- ...\-., llC '"Ii ).1 f:;j.t at hiG table::'VOi~

':::; of t-:ilis J.and--his land~d in truth be th(1n}~f1]]- for .th(:J. bi;UJJl

our land. I W;lnt his hc'lrt to :;well wi th 11ridc that he is an

American, and that for him thcr(~ i:;.; ..lrl 1\marican drcam. IIc must

be comfortable in his hcrit~9c ,li1~ proud of his ancestry. I pray

that hc will feel himself a part uf U1O spirit and strength o£
,America. "

In that sentimcnt, I know you will join with me.

~t ~ 4t 1f
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