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Camrissioner of Irilian Affairs tbrris 'I'hanpson announa:!d tcxlay the
appointn~t of Martin E. Seneca, Jr., 32, to be Director of Trust
Respol1Sibilities, £ureau of Indian Affairs, i~as11ington, D.C., effective
~2Y 12, 1974. ius post is the second of five directorships --top jobs
within the bureau of Indian Affairs --to be filled.

"As Director of Trust Responsibilities, Seneca will head the Central
affire functions related to the Bureau's programs in the developrent and
rnanagerrent of programs relative to the bureau's trust and legal responsi bi Ii tie:
including tl1e protection of tl1e rights of Indians in their trust property and
tl1ose rights affecting trust property that are afforded by tribal sovereignty,"
Thcrl~son said.

Seneca is an enrolled nember of the Seneca i-1ation of i-1ew York. lie
holds a Master I s degree in public administration fran Brigham Young Uni versi tv
and a doctorate in law fra.l liarvard University and is presently Associate
Professor of Law at tile Uni versi ty of Utah.

lie accepted that post foll(:1.Aling a year as a v1hite lIouse Fell(:1.Al in I
wl1ich he served as special assistant to tl1e Secretary of tile i)ep~nt df
lbusing and Urban Develop:rent. He also has been a.'1 associate attorney in the
'v'lashington fi:rra of \vi]J~inson, Cragurl and Harker.

In 1970, Seneca received a two-year Presidential ap{:x)int1Ient as a
nenber of tile l-lational Council on Indian Opportunity in the Office of the
Vice President. L~IO is caTIpO~ed of eight outstanding ~rican Indian
leaders and eight nerl-rers of the Presicl::!nt' s cabi11et.

Fran May 1969 to September 1969 he was a project developer of tl1e
Seneca J.\lation of Indians, J.-Jew York. Fran June 1966 to September 1967 he
was teclmical aSsistant, Utah Uni versi ty riureau of Indian Servires which had
an affire of Econanic Opportunity grant to provide tr.:iiIling and teclmical
assistanre to Indian tribes of tile iJortbwest.

,

In high school Seneca represented the Arrerican Indians at t11e First
International Youtll Conference sponsored by UiilCEF.

"lfis academic preparation for the ac:h11inistrative and legal fields
toget11er with his experience in working wi t11 Indian ~le and Government
agencies at all levels gives Seneca the unique qualifications needed to
administer the Office of l'rust Responsibilities, II 'n1artpson said.
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