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BUREAU OF ItJDIAl'J APE'AIRS
For Release Ju.ly 22, 1975 IDvett 343-7445

POLLll;JG LIST OF OSAGE nmIAi.-.:Js BEIi:-;fG PREPARED

Camlissioncr of India!1 Affairs r1orris Thompson announced today tl1at lists of alJ.
adult persons (18 a11d over) of Osage Indian descerlt are being prepared by b~e BU!r'eau
of Indian Affairs. One \tall contain t.~e narres and ImO\'m addresses of persons of at
least 1/4 degree Osage blOOdi tl1e other '-lill list Osage descendant person$ 'FOssessill':j
less man 1/4 degree of Osage blood al1O. tl1eir YJ1a.'m addresses.

TIle lists will be used to conduct a poll am)ng tile Osage India'1S to dete.1:mi~e
whetl1er a cJlange in .the present structure of the Osage tribal goverrL1ffint is desi~ed.

Prelmlina...'"Y lists have reen prepared by the b"'Ureau and sent to all nure..au ffield
offio=.s for publj.c posting as well as to interested Osage organizations and Pos~
masters tl1roughout Osage county. The list is divided into two sections.

Protests concenring tile anission or inclusion on the lists of any person, O1r"," 
"e blooQ q1:tantum c1assifiC.:;itj_on, should l~ sent to the secretary of the :rnteriorr 1

..;;;;.shlllgton,D.C., before August 18. Corrections ll1 l1lailing addresses should alsb
be sent to tile Secretary.

Camllissioner Tha11pson stressed tllat tl1e lists being prepared will be used only
for tl1e conduct of tl1e poll. 'rIley vlill have no b-~aring on Osage Tribal nnnbershlip
rolls or tile present systera of managing Osage "headright" mineral ll1terests.

vdlen t1le lists are crnpleted, each person nc3mc?d on thS"n, whose address is
knOi-.7n, will be Jll.ailed a copy of a proposed bill autl10rizihg a change ih tIle
Osag"e governrrlent, an explal'la:tion of t.~e effect of tlle bill should it be enacted,
and a ballot to ll'ldicate px'eference.

T'ne poll wi].l be conducted by the AlLerican Arbitration Association.

Additional infonnation can l:?e obtained fran the Office of Indian Servi~s,
Bureau of Indiful Affairs, vJasliington, D.C. 20245.
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