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ESQ{JERRA APPOINTED IBIA ALBUQUERQUE ARPA D~R
~-~- ~- ~~

Ronald L. Esguerra, an enroll ~ nenber of the Chenehuevi Indian Tribe,
has been ap1:x:>inted Director of the eau of Indian Affairs' Albuquerque

Area, CaImissioner of Indian Affai s furris Thanpson announced today.

Esguerra, 31, has been Execu~ Assistant to Camlissioner Tha1lJ?son

the past t\...u years. He will repo in Albuquerque in rnid-June. He

succeeds Walter O. Olson who re' in 1974.

"Ron has been my right hand," ~son said. "I know he has the abilit;y
to handle the imp:)rtant reSl:x)nsibilji. ties of the Albuquerque Area. He has
proven his competence." I

The Albuquerque Area includes mst of New :Mexico anq Colorado.

Before caning to the Bureau, Esquerra was the Indian Field Officer in
Phoenix, Ariz., for the Office of Minority Business Enterprise. In this
capacity he managed Federal contracts and provided program assistance to
Indian'o:Jntractors'"i:n'Ari'zona;""ea:'1~fomia, 'New 'Mexico and 'Nevada. He had
previously vXJrked in the Eronanic Developrent Administration as Deputy
Special Assistant for Indian Affairs to the Assistant Secretary.

As a Ford Foundation leadership ~veloprent Fellow in 1970-71, Esquerra
\-.Qrked in nun:erous Federal, State, and tribal Indian p~ams. While
oompleting graduate ~rk at Arizona State University, he was also Adnri.nistra1:ive
Assistant to the Director of the Arizona State Indian Corrmuni ty Action P~cun.

Esquerra rrajored in business m:lnagenent at Brigham Young University wheJ:-e
he graduated with honors in 1966. After a ~-year in military servi(~
he earned a Masters in business administration at Arizona State.

He is perhaps the only Indian to canplete the certification program of
the Am=.rican furtgage Bankers Association at Northwestern University j.n
Evanston, Ill.

Esquerra grew up on the Colorado River Indian Reservation.
was listed in the publication Outstanding Young Arrericans.
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