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GER.11-RD TAKES OATH AS ASSISTANT SECRE'2~ARY FOR INDIAN AFF']1.rR~,--
.

Forrest J. Gerc;.rd was ceremonially instalj.ed as the Department ~f th~
Interior's fii.'st Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs October 13,

Before an audience of Indian leaders, Con~Jres5ional represcntati-,fes
and Interior Deparm.ent officials, Interior Se<:retary Cecil D. Andr~l-S
fonnally administered the oath of office to Ge];:ard.

Gerard was nominated by President Carter ;:or the position on July ='.2.
Confirmation hearings were held September 9 and 12 before the S2nate Sele~t
Commi ttee on Indian Affairs and the Senate vot.~ -to confirm his appoi~tment
f1n September 151. A private swearing-in on Sep't:eI:'~er 19 enabled Gerard to
begin functioning as the Assistant Secretary.

At the Washington, D.C. ceremony, Andrus :5aid that Gerard would have a
new policy-making role at Interior. He point~l out that in the past Com-
missioners of Indian Affairs worked under an A,ssistant Secretary and did
not have the influential position of the new A;ssistant Secretary. He said
the elevation of the Indian Affairs post refle,:ted the Administration's
commiL~ent to the Indian community.

Gerard said he considered the new status ':Jl.ven 'co trl: Ind;!.an affairs
post significant --and not just a symbolic gesture or ego message. "The
Indian community today is at a critical juncture of history. Decisions r"ade
in the next few years --relating to Indian sovereignoty, self-determination,
and other major issues --can set the course of Indian affairs fo~' the next
century. Consequently, I see my position as AEsis.tant Secretary for Indian
Affairs as both a great opportunity and a very serious responsibi1i~y. !
will do my best, working with the Indian leader~, to ~lakc ~his an a~~a of
progress and achievement for Indian people.".

Gerard, a member of the Blackfeet Tribe, w~os s~aff assistant for r~e
Senate Subcommittee on Indian Affairs from 1971 thruugh 1976. He was
involved in the development of the Indian Self-Detenaination and Educ~=ion
Assistance Act, the Indian Financing Act, Mencmin~e R~storatio!l Act, In&ian
Health Care Improvement Act, and other major pieces of leg.islation.

A former official of the Indian Health SE!r\riC6 and the Bureau af
Indian Affairs, Gerard received the 1976 HellE!r _n.wal."d rzoam L~e Natiol'l.al
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) for outstanding service to rO1dia~ people
and in 1966 he received the Indian achieverneni: Rward pzesented by -the I;.dian
Council Fire.

A native of Browning, Montana, Gerard is a ~raduate ~f Montana 5ta~e
University and a World War II Air Force veteri!.n.
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