
IN REPLY REFER TO:

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFF4IRS
For Release May 5, 1~77- Lovett 202 343-7445

REGUIj.A~IONS ON BIA ROLE IN FORMER JOINT USE
AF.EA ARE PUBLISrlED

~ ,', Regulations gov rning BIA "';'-esj;>onsibilit:ies in the former Navajo-Hopi

Joint Use Area were ublished in the FederaJ. Register April 26, Acting
Commissioner of Indi n Affairs Raymond V. Btltler announced today.

Though the area has now been parti tionE~ by court order and the lands
placed under the res ective jurisdictions of' the Navajo or Hopi Tribes, the
Secretary of the Int rior, according to the Settlement Act and the United
States District Cour s, retains exclusive au.thority and jurisdiction over all
acti'\Tities that are nnected with livestoc~. reduction, range restoration and
surv,eying, monumenti and fencing the boundaries. These responsibilities
include related law forcement activities.

While the inVOI ~ement of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is lessened by the
partitioning, the jurisdiction of the Bureau for the activities mentioned above
is expanded to includ all persons, Indian and non-Indian. The assertion of
this jurisdiction wil continue as long as it takes to complete the Settlement
Act mandated tasks.

Because there isl immediate need for maintaining the Bureau of Indian
Affa:irs activities wi~hout interruption and because these revisions in the
regu:lations are made ~ecessaryDY court order and statute, there will not
be the customary peri~ of review and comment. These regulations will therefore
become effective upon! publication.
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