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"~;~:TARY ASKS TRI!IAL LEADERS FOR--
~:ES TOR DmIAN ~)T

SE!<:'l:etary of ~ ~eri.er Cecil D. Andrus an!1OUnced today that he

has a~.Ked tndian tribal ~s t.o recOlmtlend IIC8t:inees "to head this natj.on' s

h iqhe~;t post relating -Iadian affairs." lie sa:id this position had fo!:merly

t'eel"\ ti1at of the Calmtissioner of Indian AffaiJ:s, but would be, accordin~J to

Lepart:ment'al plans, r4i:sed to t1:.e rank of Assj.st4int Secretary of the Int:erior

for Iradian Affairs

a-tdZ'u6, in a letter dated F'E'.bruary 17 to 1:he tribal officials," citeCl
Presiclent carterts pr:omi-se 00 ccmsult with trj.ba:l leaders on issues of
C<" ,nCel:-n to Ind Lan peop1e. He asked them to s\lbm:i t reconmlendations by Mclrch 11

Tt:.e Secretary aSked that thE! recOlmnendations be made "following a djLs-
cussio!'l by your qav&nling body, and in the fol:n1 of a resolution. HowevE~ ,
i f th~: t'u,e frame I have set t02: this is too !Iho:r-t for the governing boCly to
.eet , I ~d "'PPreciate your personal views."

.

Tile t:ribal lea4ers were asked to give reaf;on:s for their choices, ke~~ping
in minc tite Deed for the person selected to bE~ b:>th an advocate of Indian
cause!; and the a&linistrator of a large, comp:Lex organization.

F1:'<:mI 'the reconunendat;lcms, AIidrus said he 1«>uld select the persons w:l th
the ~:rongest sqpport combined with the best (~alifications to be int~7iewed
-for 1:h$~se of aSBe$si.rIoq tt\eir abilities, OODmlitment and canpatibi:Lity
with j:ibe~s of thisc .88mi.nistration. I' AfteJ:" farther consultation wi tJ1

IB1iaJ1 leaders, AOOrus said he would then mak1! his reccmnelnation to th-:
PresuJent.

Cc)ncl11ding hi~ letter ~ ~s wrote: "As Secretary, I recognize and
hold Jsacr,et} tile special trust placed upon me :Ln respect to Indian tribes
am tJ~ir resources. .I ~edg:e t.o you my inte1:1tion to make Iooian affai:['s a

.ajor priori~ Of this ~r~."
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