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INDIAN ¥¥_AI_~ HEJ"\D NAMES TRUS~(, RESOURCES SPECIALIST

Intcrior's As~istant SecrAtary for Indian Affairs Forrest J. Gerard
today announced th~ appointment of James ]~. Sansaver as Special Assistant
in the area of truSt services.

Sansaver, a m~er of th~ Assiniboine-SicllX Tribes of the Ft. Peck
Reservation, will ~ork on the Assistant SE~cretary's immediate staff in
matters involving jatural resource prograrlls and the strengthening of tribal
governments. ,,",' ,

An attorney f ~om Wolf Point, Montana, Sansaver was admitted to the
Montana Rar in 196 , practiced qeneral 1a,q in his hometown from 1961 to
1969, d.nd served a, f::lontana cou~ty Attorru~y for two terms from 196.1 to 1962.

Sansaver serv j d in the BTA Billings 1\rea Office as Chief, Division of

Rights Protection, 1974 to 1976, and ChieJ:, Division of Resource Development

1976 to present. e has also served in the BIA as a water rights liaison
officer and tribal relations specialists .!.nd attorney in the Office of theCommissioner, 

Washngton, D.C.

Gerard said t~at Sansaver's experienc~e and education would provide
"expertise urgentli needed in dez;,ling with the multi-faceted situations
which involve the tndian tribes' natural :"esources, the Nation's energy
needs and the know edge of tribal governm.~nts as it relates to resc,urce
development. II

Educated at t*e Universj.ty of Mor!tan.i, Sansaver earned his B.A. in
history and pc1iti~a1 science in 1957, L.::'.D. in 1961, and J.D. in 1970,
From 1976 to 1977, ihe was U.S. C.S.C. Fe1:low in the Woodrow Wilson School of
Government and For,ign Affairs at the Uni'Jersity of Virginia.

-

Sansaver, a m~er of' the I:Jnerican I::ldii:111 Bar Association, has; served
as legal rights co*sultant to the National Tribal Chairmen's Assocj.ation
(1971-1974), Montaf a Intertribal Policy Board, and the Native American
Natural Resource D velopment Federation of the Northern Great Plains Tribes

(1974-1976).
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