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CRa'J TRIBE FIRST INDIAN NATION 'lO GET
ADVANCED _ABANOONED MINE LAND RECLAMATION FUNDm:;

The CrOll Indians are the first Indian Tri]:e to receive advanced funding

to plan abandoned coal mine rec.1aI1"ation, Secretary of the Interior Cecil D.

Andrus announcec1 today.

'!be Tribe will get $156,545 to help prepare its reclanation prcgram. The
funding becanE available with the signing of the cooperative agreement between
the Tribe and Interior's Office of Surface Mining ( OSM) .

"Our authorization for the expenditure of these funds under Title IV
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclarration Act of 1977. is consistent with
previous advance funding to coal-producing States," said Andrus. "In the
State advance funding program, we have been able to give each State needed
funds to plan its reclalmtion program with the signing of a c~ative
agreement. "

'!he CrOll Tribe's Division of Natural Resources, which has been
designated as the responsible agency to govern the use of the funds, will
use the noney to canpile a general description of the reclamation activities
ultimately to be conducted with mJney fran the fund.

'!he funding will help the Tribe identify those lands, rivers, lakes,
str~ and water tables that were a:~~~y_~fected ~ past mining practices
and have not been fully reclaimed. : The Crow Resenatioii--is--in--sootlieffi~iitana

'!he Tribe's agenc.y will also provide OSM wftli descriPtions of
problan areas and hON the pro:posed reclam3.tion relates to land use planning,
as well as detailed info1:na.tion on the econanic, social and envirornrental
condi. tions that prevail in the Tribe's abandoned mine lands.

This infoDlE.tion, in addition to assisting the Tribe, will help OSM
develop a national priority reclamation program, and assist the Soil
Conservation SeI.'Vice of the DepartIte'It of Agriculture to develop its Rural
Ab3.ndoned Mine Program.

(n-ore)



Funding for the ab:I.ndoned mine land programs c~s frO1l fees paid by
acti'le coal mining operators in the Nation. 'nley pay 35 cents a ton for coal
that is surface mined; 15 cents a ton for deep-mined coal, and 10 cents a
ton for lignite. Half of these fees are returned to the State or Indian
Tribe once they have approved regulatory and reclam3.tion programs.

Since CX=to1:er 1, 1977, when the fee collection system regan, coal
prooacers on Crcw lands have paid over $2 million into the abandoned mine
lands fund -tllrough July 30, 1979 -making the Tribe eligible for over
$1 million once it has OSM-approved regulatory and reclamation progr~.

In addition to the CrOll Tribe, 13 States have received advance
planning funds f:or their reclarra.tion programs. 'nle States are Arkansas,
Illinois, Iava, Kentucky, Missouri, r-t:>ntana, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahana,
Tennessee, Texas;, Virginia and West Virginia. Over $2.5 million has
been allocated to these States and the CrOtl Tribe for program developrent.
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