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INDIAN AFFAIRS COMlo£ISSIONER BRUCE
pRAISES l'llESIDIlHI'S MESSAG~ ON INDIANS

Presldept Nixon's special message to the Congress on Indian Affairs
is a "positive and h storie sQiternant that ..hould do IIlI.Icll to give the
Indian people lives of dignity lind self-determination." CanmrlssiOnilr of
Indian Affairs Louis R. Bruce sald today.
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Commissioner Bruce aaid he pre.sident. in his message of July 8,
n9ur d that steps will be taken to incre."e Indian con rol 0 Indian

affairs while reaffirming and atrensthening the hl.to~c legal and oral
obliga ions of tbe fedel:'al gove.rnJllSnt.

"I am especially pleased by the Pre ident's support for nti-termination
1 g1sl. tion, for creation of an Maiste.nt S<lere ary for Indian and Te.rritorial
Affairs in the Department of the lntedo.. and for the propos<ll to estab'lhh an
independent Indian Trust Council Authority to protect Indian lands held in
federal trust," Bruce said, adding:

"As President N!l<;Ql1 noted, thelle proposds can do much to give us a
'new nil 'iona policy' and to 'stre.ngthell the Indian's sense of autonomy
",1 thOl,lt threatening his sense of COlIJlJUnity.'

"The Bureau of Indian Affairs, in support of ebb policy is evolving
new plana be t ter to ",ee t he needs of the Ind ian peop1e .

''Ii,lc re transforming the ~ureau of Indian Aff. r'!l fr
to a lIervice orgllniz,atton.

I~e are reaffirming the trust statl,ls of ~ndian lsnd.

a nageman

''We ar provid;l.ng the trihes with ttle option of taking over any or
all BlA program functions.

"cart.inly, these are positive steps., long overdue, toward building a
respee tab Ie I HI! for the Americ an Indian,

"PTestdent NiXon has pledged hi self to thls Bnd.

"1 prQl,\d to join him in his efforts so that Olir ideas and plans of
the future lILIly b COil¥' realiti • in the nul' futur ."
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