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ON mIR qrm I!1!SERVATIONS

A fa.. week. ago .• on th' bu~y Cc>loradc> River Reservation near, Parker.
Arb., Ssp l.ockshin. l'resident c>f Pr I -WI eel. Inc" turned the, key. 0 M,s
flrlll's branch plant over to two Colorado River Indians: Vl.ncent Scott •.
I--uperl.ntendent; and Myr.on MnTdock. product1,on planning manager.

I

It's the firot t1 that non-1:Idl.lm b~lnesso:.en have trllIl$f rred total
manasement respondbU!de. to their In<IilUl employees. People "ho "ateh
such things b l1ev 1t y be t-I'end l.n the making.

Esch year more an4 II!IOrc ent(!rprbe. are finding pro itnbll' locatic>na
Of! Mlerlcan lndLsn re.orvationa. llureau of Indian Affair s survey. ~hOll that
184 plan~1 emp loying 6.000 Indi.... pBOp10 arc rai31n,g the standard of 11vinE!
of tribe. on c>r near the relervllU.oDlI. Forty-two nOW plant~ •. or, on the
a'Vet'age, a.bout one. every nille dayI _ have b..,en locatad on BI1 Indi411 alte
durini the pal t y ar.

Many lnd1an employees bold mana '"' t jobs, s'Uch as Scc>tt and ~~ock;

ot:ber. are beins rl"oOUted ff¥t ~op IllS,D8geQ6tlt podtioOJ. ~ ve of the 184
planta are cOlllpletely tndian-owned. These vary from th crow tribe's
Poplitl:. Hont., operation that l"epa:1r' mi1.1Ury lIardware tc> c>ne ownoa by the
Cherokee Nati~ in StilIve11. Okl<t., ,.hich ""'nufac tvru lee tronic
cO onenh.

N.vajo Porest Products Industrt • a~PI) is fulfilling all of ~e

criteri.a for a ucc••• ful bdu..try on th r .orvatlOtl: OIIl.king money.
hiring and training Navajo. and pr..,serving the natural ro.av ces as trees
ar.. harvco.~d Oft a ws bined yield baaU.

Durtog tho 1969 fisc 1 year, NPPI .b~d 4 net profit of mc>r than
~1.5 adllion.

'ltle. Nav jo Tribal Utility Authq."d ty, br ingine: lienta. gas, 'va ter and
ll-a..age facilitic. to are.a. t:hat nev". had them bef"re_ ,.h"" <l;i tseal
DIIt pro-f! t of ",1.rr'OjIt $400. 000.

!loeb ent~prises operat" v1l:1I their 0IlD tri.b,,; I board of diree t.or' .

Last yl!ar. the Bure"... 0 ti,msted thAt about 26 new Indian jobs per week
....ret crcoated for tha Indian people through new i.n""~ tries on or n....r the
l:eservationi •



        

That manufactul:'el:'s 1I1'e s.atisfied Olithllheir locations is inai.ca.ted
by thQ Fairchild Semiconductor Division at Shiprock, N.K•• which
i.ncl"Cll.sQd its larg,,-ly Navajo Olorlt force from e80 to 1,202 in the £ir,st
nino months of 1969. At Fairc,hild. only is of the employees are non~

1tld.iAn., and 30 of its 33 supervisors are India".

In making the managerial annOW1Cernent at Colorado RiveT, Lockshin.
101h Ose Mas sachus,etts -balll~d c0!!lPlIUY "'lIkes a ll.lodll.UM ol.ltdoOI; la.'.m £UI:niture.
Said he ",111 c.<mt:l;nl;leto 1lMt1n~1" a:t'l 'Indian _""ge>;ial staff and plans
to via 1t the reaEll'Vll tiOD only onee " month.

H1l' hopes to h ~c 300 employees iTl r~ker by 1971. Pus...,t BIII{IIOymont
is 115. of ",1'10111 93 . 'rc Indiana. l'he plant vas opened II year and a-half
ago $,0 a 6'.OOO~sqlJare~£oot building owned by tlte tr1,be and leased to the
firm.
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