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My fri n4s and fellow studenU;

You we.r kind to offer ~ this p tfor today JlDd invite to p~sent my viewl
on i sues and prior'ities affeetil1g the lives l\J\d f-ntureB of Indi Il. ~ricans. Othu
commitlaenu previl.I\te(1 me from attend~Dg th.c opcninS of thte confer nee, but I have
foHowed the p't'OC Qcd1nga by lDOCcasln telegraph. It is app~rent from &11 1I,ccounts
that the conferees are dolns wat they set out to do -- tli t b, ~ing tb
DiOdern-day r aUties of Indian life, gOOd and bad. And who is more "l,Lited to
undcrt k.e lIuch a study than this ilBSemblag of tho'Toughly IIIOdQl'n American Indians?

DBspite the hc t thll t I hll'Ve pasled s orne'llhllt beyond the critical age 0 f 30,
I bope you ill accept ,too, as a modern American Indian.* I accept these
times -- not past history .- a,S being the r ality for 1111 livin8 diens; and 1,
like you, know that what ~ do and say in our conduct of Indian affdra will
estabU,sh th" real1tle. of eh fut1,lre.

You y think it Ilhimsical of me to call myself o!'e of your "fellow students."
The dictionary offer. more than on defillit;1on of the IIord. It lIay. a .tudent is
"one ~ho pursues Ie ruing in school," (That fits you.) lIut student Hi a1..0

d .cribed as "one Ilho is an at ntive and syate ttc obsllirver." (That: fi 8 ille. as
vell .... yoo.)

1 hav ~en attentiv ly nd ByBte: tic 11y observing the etivltl. of Indian
youth during th 1I>00th. sine ~ I beca.... Cocmdssioner of lndian Aff 11'.. , My new
offic hall give IIl<l the opportunity to travel and visit in many part O'f Indian
Alner;1ca, and to become ""'tu inted ",-itb the ''now'' g n ration of YQ\lI\g 1nd:\. n men
and women.

OnQ thins 1 ha'Ve come to believe fil'lDly: Thel young people ahould not be
relcg&ted to obIcure £One tion., j u Bt b cause they arc young. ! t ilion' C the number
of gray hairs that counts. it's the gray matter under th hil.:\.r we should value.
Brainpower <loesn' t nQ'cea"arlly i'lnprove with ag ::-and youthful minds Deed
pr ceice in the art of id king.

We are king rom for y<>Uthful Indian mBn a'lld "olD!!n in th Buresu of IndloU1
AUlrs. Young tndian lawyers, teachers, lIooiologbts, trained bustn .. s .....nageu
and other. with !llOre general:\."ed backgrounds ",re being fitted iDtO pOllielons wh"Te
th ir ide... and idesls can contribute to n w policy. They a:re engaging i.n
activ1tiell that wHl give them experience in adnrin18tration and opportunity for
lesd rsh1p witbin Government and beyond Governcent.

Note to pre•• ; C~ls.1oner Bruce is a Sioux~MobllWk. aged 6~.



 

I find their company and their style sUl1LIlating. I "Iso find lIlY_elf in
agreement with nearly 1\11 the ''new tbought"vievs. FOr this reason, I WllS

particularly e.lIger to ~ake part in this conference. It offers ~ a chance
to become. acquainted vith the segment of Indian youtn ..-ho llr not part of the
bu~"ucracy and who ha'Ve been VOCll! anti-esti\bl1sbmentJ!!.rians. -

W l'1li,ght bave So
h good wh D it. results
can agee that a lot of
long ti

differences of opinion here, bu diverSity of views
in h creation of fresb perspectives. And we All
stale .tuff MS cluttered tndilln Hal.rs for a 10tl3,

I
\

For example, there's the threadbare slog;'lY\: "nle only good BIA Indian i8
a dead one." Such irresponsible statement.s as th:j.s stir passions and obscl,ll'e
facts. 111 yare the tools of the "professional rhdl.aY\s" tid tl eir fellow
traveleH -- people who have discovored that it ill both fashionabl and profit­
able to use IndLan mi8ery as the rocket rid to per.sonal publicity,

Des pite their l'Ialm'lBring ...1' the BIA, the ft"; t l'eTMins th t th ilIA is th
IlIOst enduring supporter Indians have. It is the means by which the special
ob l1ga tiOIl. of ·the (loverDIIICn toward Ind i"n t.r i1>es are "dlDinis tel' ed , Thia h
p.or. t.o <Ieny ha t there is plenty of rOO" for new perspec tives in the adm1rrLs-
tr~t1on, I hope this co~fe~ence will p oduce some construetiv ~.c ndat10ns
for moderniz tion of programs.

'The ilIA suf fer s fro ,nemia - - it doesn't have enough young blood des pit.e
sizellble budgs in recent years, Gov rnment policies ;rnd progrll'- hav been
le.u th.,n proliIic in their social and economic. succe_ses -- partly becaus they
ar ou ti'>Oded in concept. and partly because they originate from IDOres thst. do
not r lat fully to the Indian way. '11le v;:lrious kinds of hu,..,n s~lv""8e operations
function at best as stop-s p measures which temporarily me t the Indian's physical
needs. But they £ail to antiel" te future economic requirelDenta and they hil to
provide cultur I and emotional substance for the distinctness of ndi~ns.

'11le fault 18 not altogether with the witHe man •• st least not with the
modam ..hite n. With miSSionary zeal, be has tried to lead Indt.!!iDS toward the
"GJ:eAt Society.'" But ..e Indi~ bav~ I t reall~' tried to explain. th.at some of
these .,ethads and goals are just not our thing. 11> TO'S a short-circuit in the
cOlmlUnicatl.ol'l system betwee.n IndianS ;rnd oon-In<lisn8, and it is ti"", for you and
IDe to try to fi1< it. It is time. for us to Silt thinking nd tdking about what
we believe to be the course ~hich the BIA and Fe oral poliei 8 should follow for
-the fu ture.

We lndians are a niseule minority, but \'10 hav pow r far in exe IS of that
which our nulllllel's would s OlD to warrant. Our strength is in being Indian, Not
just ano~er lDinori ty, 'rlding the lDonen cary bandwagon of minor i t1es, par phrasing
the slog 'IS and aping th techniques of oth I' groups. E!!ll Indi.m. !!!l. know
what it m aDa, but it is ti for us to ~rticulate it for the rest of America.
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The exerci.~ of articulatlns lt for others would abo help uS sort out 0l,U'

awn thoughts. W eN·e t t to ourtie1ves to $ t.rip ,\'Way all II 100 tian from "18 Su I"

in Indian "ffair8. and enunc lite a set of priarities ta which we C4n tu '" OUr
clOlle4lt att:.ention.

'1b e pla.in, unadol'n~d fact. the fr lJtI -liil.epr10ri ty prob 11!JJ1, is that mOst
Indian. don't h ·va enou,gh lncome to live in decency and self-respect.

In many wayl 1ndMu were worse off in the aft luent 1960 I II than they had
be n in the depra....ed 1930's. In the 1960's many Indian communities looked like
ralicl of th great depression, V n tbough a lot of people kept 111ng. Ind nll
they were a part of he .o-clOHed ''Great Soci ty."

With fw conspicuous excaptions, Indians are close to the 1x>ttOUl of the
N t;l.on's econolllic tote pole. Even wher ample resoure: s exbt. those r lIources
h ve not been developed to their fullest I!md.lll" therefore not producing the
jobs or the 1ncome Indian tribal mbers need f~ fioo1tnc:i I secUl'1ty.

IndiaI' unemploymant 141 ten tUnes and core the national average, which at
present 18 uodel: fO\,lr "ercent. <llildren aTe suffering -- perh4p", irreparable
damage to their ~e&1 ~nd physical p~rl -- because of malnutri lon, cold,

nd i~dequate health ear. ShAcks "I'd shantie" ...re the shelter for entirely
too many Ind1.sn reservatf."n famlies -- the. Sl!<me khld af miserable hou.sing that
existed thirty 'Y arll aSOo.

The single most insistent Usuc 1n ID4ian affai.." today is: BOIl can
eUminste Sh! caUlles ~ IndiAn poverty?

In~rediblc though it may Se m, the BIA has neve. in the past detin d iu
priority goal as that of seelcing to elimina the caullell of Indian poverty.
The mission st.atements of such baJli~ !lod all-import"nt prDgr a8 eduCAtion
and Nsource.s mansgement fall shor 0 statlns th t tbe. ultimate responsibility
ie to create II job-produ~1ng economy and mplOyab1e people.

The RIA is cutt(."tItly undel'goiDg a J;e-dignJlll>nt that will res",lt in giving
prlm-ity attention to pri,arity needs. It seems that BlA had b ~n organ1t»d
into teams I'layil'\8 uncle, ""rious program b 'Dn.U". I w~t you t"" know tm..!:.!
aon't regard 1ildian affair~ 48 a game, nor the BrA as <'I po1it1c/ll football.
It: IIU,lS t be reshaped into a viable B truc tnTe • I chaos e tllis word. v1 b le, because
it means capable af living. Instead of continuing to dr~ its lite from the
I dian people, the BIA 1l1\1....t. become capable of bre thing new life into 1nd1 n
communiti I -- making them vLable.

Ina ians wi11 nevcr arrive a t <I, hI!l'PY level of !ISsac is.tian wi th tile res t of
Mer1can !lociety untll the last barrier to eCODOfltic opportunity has b en dropped.

'l'here 18n't going to be any real Bolutian to Indian prDble •• !locid or
otbenrbe -- until thari! is a sound economic b se under each and every f=ily.

1'b. perfectly obvl0.ul carU8e 0.£ IndiAn poverty today ill unemploymeIlt.
Indians ill rl,lrl\l r£servation eomnunitie. are jobleBB be.c!lUse industrial and
co rc1al developm~nt of ... c:h =..as hall ts.gg d far behind the Nation a6 a whole.
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1:ha'T ha8been pitifully li.tt1e priming of the poun1p -- capitoll for d.eveloptOOnt __
on the r·ellel'Vll.tion, from ai~er Feden 1. or pr ivate source II • Howe... rr, in thep.il.s t
year. I alii pleased to report. the roo te of indu.str ial growth 1n Indhn a1' .0.11 has
mushroomed. A new lndu"try ill: opm.ing up on the "vera.ge of ODce e\lfi!1'Y ten days __
and many of th""' "",one the big five hUDd r -d in II 0:: I' and g-r~ttl ra tc" .

Lack of preparedness for the .. kil18 and pro,fe.sions of today" s job lIIarket 1.8
ano \:her obvlol.!$ eollUl!I:eof exce.sslvely h :l.gh In(lian unelll'ploY11'.ent. This is the fau 1t
of chronic deficlencies in elementaryll.nd seeond"ry schools serving IndiaDoll -­
llherltcr they be BlA lIchools. public sehoolti or .nost mlsion schoolll. AccQrd:tog to
s QII1e 0 f OUT bell t bdian tCil.chc:rs "'M tlndn18 tril.tou the 'l\I lity and mod ernity 0 f
ducat10n program. actually dee1inad below pre-World War II levels, Indian

eult~Te~oriented currlculums and English taught as a 6eCODd language were common­
place in rnanyB1.A schools a quart.er-century s,go. and they are jura-now, thil yM'!:
And last, ..gllin being provided £or in th~ Fed nl budget £01.' Indian t..:hooh.

Whether the tnd i an Il)<'ll:\ or ,., ClM.n worker choo seo to l\e in in tbe, home communi ty'
or to 1ll0V'" to au urban and lndulltr1t11:1,~ed a~el!\. th need £or skills iTl o1:'der to
get a job re ins the Si!1DIl. The e P4bUity of tbe llLA to fund nd oper- te an
employment 4llshtall.Ce program is limited by il.n /Illl1ual "utbol'iZil.tion Q£ nO more
th n $25 mi11ion. ll.u t 'there noe other S curees of tt'll1ning fund~ tbat I do not
beUeve have been tappad to their fu lleB t by Ind lans. The Nat:l,op~ 1. Coooe Uon
Indian Opp,ortunity. under the Cba.irt!>Mllh1p of Vice President Agnew, is eh
coordinating body fo~ Federal efforts, anil lIUch attent.ion h.l\.s be ngiv J;l thtl
p"",t ye3r to the crisis proble.... of the rltouoando UpOJl th~lands of Induns n""
driftins i,nto citi"s il> search of new Job" and n .. lives.

I have DUc1ined a four-point se t of go",ls th..t se.em to me to be the oneS
delervlnll prior:( ty effort hoo I:hi8 ll101Ilent forvil.rd. I hope "e vU1 work tog"'tber
tovardthair fulfillment.

C).,r gGal till that e.aeh Indian COII¥TlIJnHy be given lin opportunity to eJ<P4nd i.nto
<\I1 econornic"ny v1 hle nd socially progressive env-ttonmanl: a plac~ that C4\'1

prid"'f~lly be eallad home. II place that emanates the spirit of modern Indian
America.

OUr goal i. that no IndLan shall be relegated to the ranks of unemplOy bIe!!
1>aeil.UlIe of lack of opportunl ty for ~r.1nhlg ~fl ocC\ll'atioM that "1'e r levant to
the8 e time~ and t'e levant to Indian hope... 'l:hi B n~ tbat th land and all its
1,''''' ol,lrc"" wi 11 be pu t to full use lOS " 1><1 II e for the Indian Be cmomy - - in tbe
s p1ri t of the old Ind l.an ways. bu t in the forms that are mellnillgful for toda.y
and the futul'e..

Our goal ill that every Ina ian cn11d s1Id1 have the l:!:2!! in educ a tion.
Sui ted to hi 8 needs and tal"" t.. snd intere" t s, and tnat all the s 19l1s ot I;:h",
sec.ond-l;'lOte in t"achiTlIl me. bods, curriculu"", II1&terials aoo l"scilitietl .., 11 be
replaced •

And our go 1 of goa1o ill to provide: the bd e within Government and within
the privl!lte s~ctor fC1l: Indians to be full participants in the phnni,ng lind
ex",cutio" of all policies and progra"'s ..ffeeting tneir destinies.

In concludon, m<ry I offer a rernJ:nder: In six years tbh 14a'l:ion ",ill bo::
c,e1ebrating its 200tb Mn!veraary of Independ mce. In the ensuing two centuries
slnce the Decinatlon of 1rule"",ndenee, the Sl'itltua1 and ecollQrnle Ildependene'"
of '!l'd~n Americllnll hall d cH,ned. Let us ple<lge that the year 1976 will ti$nal
the::: l"e- el!:leTse.nee of Indians to the ,forefront of Ame:de.an life.
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