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Onetribe' s 22-year journey
through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) process for
federal recognition ended this
afternoon when Assistant
Secretary — Indian Affairs
Kevin Gover signed the final
determination in favor of
federal acknowledgement for

Assistant Secretary Gover, Chinook Chairman Gary Johnson, Deputy Assistant
Secretary — Indian Affairs Michael Anderson, and BIA Deputy Commissioner M.

Sharon Blackwel| each signed the final determination for federal recognition of the the Chinook Indian
Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation. Also present were Congressman Brian Baird ibe/Chi K .
(WA—3’d) and tribal council members. Standing L eft to Right: Congressman Baird; Tri Chinook Nation Of

DAS-1A Anderson; Council members Peggy Disney, Richard Basch (behind Disney), ash' i
and Penny Harris; Chinook Chief Clifford Snider; Council members Norris Petit and w : ngton Statein a Ceremony

Steve Tobeck; Deputy Commissioner Blackwell; and tribal member Linda Amelia. at the Depar tment of the
Seated L-R: AS-IA Gover and Chairman Johnson. | nterior’ s mal n bUI|d| ng in

Washington, D.C. “Today, we
have the opportunity to address directly a historical injustice lasting many years,” said
Assistant Secretary Gover, “ The Chinook rejoin the family of Tribal Nations
acknowledged by the United States.”

Present at the signing were Chinook Chairman Gary Johnson and a delegation of tribal
council representatives and tribal members. “Thisisagreat day for the Chinook people,”
said Chairman Johnson, “We are grateful to everyone who supported our recognition.
Throw out the books that say the Chinook do not exist.”

Deputy Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs Michael J. Anderson and BIA Deputy
Commissioner M. Sharon Blackwell also signed the final determination, which
was Assistant Secretary Gover’s last official act on hisfinal day with the Interior
Department.




The Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation islocated in western Washington State
with significant portions of the approximately 2,000-member tribal population
having lived along the shores of Willapa Bay and the Columbia River 25 to 45
miles to the south and southeast of Bay Center. Thetribefirst treatied with the
United Statesin 1851. Despite suffering through decades of neglect by the
federal government, tribal members maintained tribal and cultural traditions. In
1979, the tribe notified the BIA of itsintent to submit a petition for federal
recognition to the agency’ s Branch of Federal Acknowledgement and Research
(BAR).

Assistant Secretary Gover made his final determination based on documentary
and interview evidence, which in 1997 formed the basis for a proposed finding
not to acknowledge the Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation, and an analysis of
information and comments received in response to the proposed finding from
third parties and the tribe itself. He reached additional factual conclusions after
conducting areview and analysis of the existing record in light of the additional
evidence. A review of the 1997 proposed finding and information submitted by
the Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation and third parties established that the
tribe had met all seven mandatory criteria from first contact to the present under
1978 regulations on recognition.

The Assistant Secretary also concluded the Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation
had been acknowledged by Congressin 1925, thus meeting 1994 regulations
requiring that a petitioner demonstrate historical continuity for the period
commencing from the time of previous acknowledgement to the present. The
Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation was therefore determined to have met the
criteriaunder both the 1978 and 1994 regulations.

The final determination, which reverses the proposed finding, becomes effective
90 days after being published in the Federal Reqgister.

The full text of Assistant Secretary Gover’s remarks can be accessed via the
BIA’sweb site at http://www.doi.gov/bureau-indian-affairs.html.
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